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C. OL. Ls Marche having had reg. 


lar information from Pianelli, of eve- 
- ſtep that had been taken in favour 
e Miſs Rivets, was almoſt diſtract- 
ed: however, he was determined the 
ſhould not be ſnatched from him, if 1 it 
ſhould be in his power to prevent it; 
for no ſooner did he hear of Lord C.s 
application to Earl Rivers, than he 
; formed a project of W Louiſa 
Vor. II. B | into 
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into England, if that j Journey had been. 


purſued by her, and demand her of 


her uncle i in marriage; being the more 


flattered of ſucceſs in this ſcheme from 
the character he had learned of Earl 
Rivers, whoſe avarice he made no 
doubt would have immediately got the 
better of a momentary compaſſion for 


his niece ; and the more ſo, as ſhe 
would then be provided for, not only 
in an honourable, but likewiſe in an 
affluent manner, no way inferior to 
her birth and family, and without his 


being at the expence of a ſingle far- 


thing towards her eſtabliſhment. 
This plan not ſucceeding. and Lord 


C.'s- offer of ſupporting her with a 


penſion being fruſtrated, he was over- 


 whelmed in deſpair at her engagement 


with the Princeſs de Courci. To loſe 
but for one day the ſight of her was 
death to him. And though he had 


the honour of being now and then ad- 
mitted 


1 : 
mitted into the Princeſs's parties, yet 
a ceremonial invitation was to precede 
before he could even preſent himſelf 
there; and even then, his fears ſug- 
geſted to him that Louiſa would be 
too well protected, and keep herſelf at 

too great a diſtance from him, ever to 
allow him a moment's private conver- 
ſation. At Pianelli's he had the hap- 
pineſs of ſeeing her every day. And 
though ſhe treated him with the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed reſerve and coldneſs, yet 
being bleſſed with the ſight of her, 
notwithſtanding the melancholy ſitu- 
ation of a hated lover which he la- 
boured under, yet it was heaven to 
him-when compared to her future re- 
ſidence at the Prince's hotel. He was 
likewiſe become furiouſly jealous of 
his Highneſs, though of Louiſa's vir- 
tues and excellent diſpoſition he was 
convinced. but could not bear the 
thought of any one placing their af- 
| B21: 5/4: 5 
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In this börkckibgg Nate; and being 
more in love than ever, he forgot not 
only the character of a gentleman, but 
even the principles of any one af- 
ſuming that title, by endeavouring 
entirely to annihilate Louiſa's hopes 
of reſiding with the Princeſs, and in 
filling the mind of that great 19 80 
with the blackeſt jealouſy. 

In order to effectuate ſuch a deſtrue- 
tive ſcheme, he intreated a private au- 
dience from her Highneſs, pretending 
affairs of the utmoſt moment for her 
royal ear. The Princeſs, not in the 
leaſt imagining Miſs Rivers, for whom 
ſhe fancied the had conceived a real 
affection, having correffionded | with 
her frequently Amas their interview, 
and with whoſe ſtyle and manner of 
writing ſhe was as much captivated | 
as with every other of her accompliſh- 
nf 80 ments; 
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ments F As could not therefore enter- 
tain the leaſt thought of her being 
the motive of this extraordinary re- 
queſt, and accordingly appointed a 
day and hour for the Colonel to be in- 
troduced to her. Over joyed at this per- 
miſſion, he repaired to the hotel, and 
was no ſconer alone with the Prin- 
ceſs, than throwing himſelf at her 
feet, in a moſt lamenpable: tone be- 
ſought her Highneſs to transfer ſome 
of the benevolent ſentiments the pro=. 
el to. have for Miſs Rivers in fas 


vour of an unhappy lover, by beſtow- 
ing that young lady on him as his 

wife, inſtead of making her fulfil the 
| honourable-. engagement ſhe. was on 

: the point of entering into; that he 

- had loved her near two years, and in- 

evitable deſtruction muſt enſue to him- 

ſelf ſhould he be deprived of her. 

The Princeſs, who was aſtoniſhed: - 

: a. expreſhon at this declaration, 

mW B 3 bid 
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ES 
bid him riſe, and inform her what 
had prompted him to defire ſuch a 
particular private audience on a topic 
which did him honour, and which at 


any time he might have appriſed her 


of, on her ſet days for the drawing 
room ; that if he loved Miſs Rivers, 
ſhe was not at all ſurpriſed, as ſhe 
firmly believed all thoſe who knew 


her were his rivals: but what ſhe 
wondered at, was, that the young 


lady had never hinted the leaſt ſylla- 


ble to her of his attachment, but con- 
trariwiſe, ſeemed delighted with being 
under her protection; that if ſhe re- 


turned his affections with a reciprocal 
eſteem, and, through modeſty, had 


forbore to mention it, ſne would this 


moment releaſe her from reſiding at 
the hotel, yet would, nevertheleſs, be 

ke a friend to her. 
The Colonel thanked the Piiiceſs 
for her condeſcenſion, and added, 
i ur 
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Wider Highneſs, 1 hope, will par- | 


don me when I inform you, that I 
am one of the moſt miſerable men. 


upon earth. Miſs Rivers hates and: 
deteſts me; and it is merely to be 


rid of my loathed fight that ſhe left 


the Pianellis, who love her with 


the tenderneſs of parents.“ And 


what would you have me do?“ re- 


plied the Princefs.—“ Your Highnefs. 
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has great influenee over her, nor 
can ſhe dare refuſe you. Command 
and compel her to accept of 9 
hand, and ſhe muſt comply.“ — 


Colonel,” ſaid the Princeſs, you. 


are too much. z love: n 


by your reaſon. Is it in my power 
to command or compel a free- born 


ſabje& ? A ſtranger, too, who ſo- 


licits an aſylum of me to protect 


her? For ſhame ! think not fo- 
meanly of me, if 1 had even a right. 
to command her, that I ſhould ex- 

jb 4. e ert 


{ 8 5 
Is, ert that authority, to make her mi- 
<< ſerable for ever. But I pardon your 
47 preſumption on account of your 
diſorde red underſtanding, without 
which you would not have dared 
„ to addreſs me on the ſubject in ſuch 
4 a manner. Miſs Rivers ſhall be 
66 with me to-morrow ; + nd if; you 
“ will give me your word of honour, 
that you will not, perſecute her 
5: when under my roof through any 
+ underband_ agent, I will try how 
„far that influence you ſuppoſe I have 
„ already acquired over her can pre- 
vail : but if her diſlike for you ſtill 
ne. and van ſtill perſecute 
<6, her; I will then likewiſe try to find 
out power to command and compel 
you to abandon your purſuit.” 
The Princeſs uttered theſe laſt 
words in ſo peremptory a manner, that 
it | cauſed the Colonel to ſtagger.— 
* 7 0a is this yoyr Highneſs: 8 850 
| Lt 66 tion! 8 
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«tion !” ae! he. It is my fixed 
e and unalterable reſolution, was 
her anſwer.—“ Then, Madam,“ re- 
joined He pardon my deſpair, which 
Oe. conſtrains me to divulge what I 
„ would for ever have concealed. 
« Miſs Rivers will not be long reſi- 
dent in your palace, before you will 
a miſerable as myſelf. The 
4 Prince, your huſband, loves her; 
<6 and has declared, were he unmar- 
„ ried, ſhe ſhould be the Princeſs de 
Courci.“ Her Highneſs, thunder- 
ſtruck at theſe words, dropped down 
in her chair, from which the had but 
the moment before riſen. The blood 
fled from her checks, and all that 
atniable virtuous courage which but 
an imſtant before fhe had. diſplayed 3 in 
Favour of an ünfbrtunate orphan, en- 
| tirely: forfook' her, and ſhe bad ſcarcely 
enough left to afk in a feeble voice, 
what particulars he knew relating to 
ß; | what 


what he nov aſſerted. The Colonel 
perceiving that jealouſy was the lady's 
predominant paſſion, increaſed it as 
much as poflible, though at the ſame 
time always. exculpating Miſs Rivers 
with having any knowledge of the 
Prince's regard for her, any farther 
than as it proceeded from his huma- 
| nity and compaſſion for her; but ex- 
patiated largely on the Prince's avow- 
ed eſteem for her, which had even in- 
duced him to have recourſe to her 
Highneſs to afford the object of his 
affectious a reſidence in his own pa- 
lace, in order that the might. be near 
ha 

The Princeſs d . 
large draughts of the porſon which 
jealouſy had thus openly preſented to 
her, though irritated as ſhe had been. 
but a few moments before againſt the 
Colonel, ſhe now looked upon him as 
: Ho beſt friend ang e angel, by 
| thus 
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thus procuring her the means of keeps 


ing a formidable rival at a diſtance. . 


and ſhe not only promiſed him ſecre- 


cy, in for ever concealing the name 


hn 


of her informer, but likewiſe offered 


to be an advocate: for. him with Mils:-. 


Rivers, provided. he would acquaint 
her with. every circumſtance relating, 
to chat tranſaction. PR 

The Colonel's. anger and defines 
having ſubſided, he.,repented of his- 


raſhueſs, in wronging the object of 
his ſoul, though but with a ſhadow of 


ſuſpicion.; but he had gone too far to 
recede: beſides, the hopes of her 


Highneſs's interceding. for him gave: 


him freſh. ſpirits, and he enlarged on: 


every expreſhon of admiration which. 
the Priuce had pronounced: towards. 
Louiſa with double ſtrength and ener- 


8& 3. and would have proceeded ſtill 
farther, as Pianelli had minutely in- 


ar him of every ſyllable uttered; 
B. 6 2 x ,- 
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by his Highneſs, had not the hour for 
the Princeſs's toilette put a ſtop to 
their converſation for that time. 
The reſult of this conference was, 
that the Princeſs, the inſtant ſhe was 
at leiſure to entertain her huſband, in 
particular aſked him, whether he had 
ever made uſe of the expreflion to Miſs 
Rivers, that had he been unmarried 
he would have made her the Princeſs 
de Courci | ? The Prince, ſtruck with 
amazement at fo abrupt and unex- 
; pected a queſtion, heſitated a little be- 
fore he could give her anſwer; which 
the Princeſs immediately took for a 
ſign of his guilt, and was going to 
| proceed with a diſcourſe ſuitable to his 
"crime, when he ſtopped her ſhort, by 
E telling her herecollected he had the firſt 
| time he bad ſeen her; and afked her, 
in his turn, who was the buſy - body 
that had thus drawn venom where 
£ Ine but honey ought to have been 
5 extracted, 


11 
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: [ing J : 
extracted, and inſpiring her with that 
meaneſt of all paſſions, jealouſy? her 
Highneſs, true to her promiſe of ſe- 
orecy to Colonel La Marche, told him 
all Paris was informed of i it, as he had 
ſpoken thoſe very words before all the 
gentlemen who had attended at Pia- 
nelli's, and who, as well as his wife, 
beſides ſervants in waiting at the ſtairs, 
were all witneſſes to the exprefiion; — 
The Prince ſenſible of the truth, be- 
gan to fear that the anger of his con- 
ſort might prejudice him in His Ma- 
jeſty's favour, on which he ſet a high 
value; did all iti his power- to pacify 
her, but te no purpofe. In vain did 
he aſſure her that the ſurprife at ſeeing 
a young creature brought up iu obſeu- 
rity, poſſeſſed with ſuch uncemmen 
accompliſn ments, (not a word of her 
beauty) had etorted this exclahation 
from him, which was vtterly- withont 
either thought or intention. She would 


< give 


T a« 1 


give no credit to any of his aſſertions, 
nor would ſhe forgive this affront till 
k | he had made her a ſolemn promiſe to 
3 withdraw all his future intended pro- 
tection from Miſs Rivers, never to ſee 
her in a clandeſtine manner, or aſſiſt 
her, and leave the care of providing 
for the girl, as ſhe now called her, to ; 
her alone. The Prince, jealous to pre- 
ſerve his character, eſpecially with: 
His Majeſty, promiſed the Princeſs. 
whatever ſhe exacted from him, which 
he did the more willingly, being con- 
ſcious he was not altogetlier free from. 
the charge imputed to him of his lov- 
ing Miſs Rivers. He certainly was 
violently. in love with her, of. which, 
in proceſs of time, the innocent Louiſa. 
would have been: informed; but was 
now exempted. from it by tlie vigilance 
and jealouſy of both the Princeſs. and. 
"Colonel La Marche. 
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L. 
Peace being re- eſtabliſhed between 
the illuſtrious perſonages de Courci, 
the Princeſs was no ſooner alone than 
ſhe meditated on the manner ſhe 
ſhould acquaint Miſs Rivers with the 
diſappointment; however ſhe did not 
heſitate long, for rage and anger had 
now taken poſſeſſion of that breaſt 
where ſhe vainly imagined affection 
had been lodged for the afflicted Louiſa, 
and not being willing to ſee her, or 

acquaint her perſonally with her 
change of reſolution, ſhe condeſcended 

to write to Miſs Rivers, informing her 

of the impraCticability of their ever 
living together, on account of the raſh 
_ expreſhon the Prince had uttered with 
regard to her, which made it utterly 
impoſſible even but to harbour a 
thought of reſiding in the hotel. 
Then added, in a ſycophant manner, 
that ſhe would always be a friend to 
her, and would give her the firſt proof 
1 TT 


T 6 7] 
of it by adviſing her to accept of the 
honoutable protection that was offe red 
her by Colonel La Marche, a man of 
rank, fortune, and great merit, who. 
loved her to diſtraction; and that by 
marrying him, her youth, innocence, 
and inexperience of the world would 
then effectually be ſheltered from the 
daring, raſh, and vicious part of man- 
kind; that ſhe would preſent her witli 
# thouſand louis d' ors, to provide her- 
ſelf with what ſhe judged proper, in- 
order not to be entirely beholden to 
her huſband' for her wedding clothes 
that the would not confine her libe- 
rality to that paltry farm,” but would 
ſettle on her an annuity of one hun- 
dred louis d'ers, to be paid her quar- 
terly, entirely independent of her buf- 
band, who; ſhewould'take tar, ſhould 
Hake lier a noble ſettlement, both as 
to pinmoney and a jointure—that the. 

| Had too rent I an opiuion'of her under- 
3D. | - ſtanding 
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leaſt heſitation to the acceptance of 
ſuch a propoſal : that in becoming 
Madame La Marche, ſhe would attach 
herſelf to her for ever. But ſhould 
ſhe, on the contrary, be imprudent 
enough to refuſe the cligible and bril- 
liant line of life which now preſented 
itſelf before her, although ſhe. Sonde 
have no idea that a young lady of her 2» 
ſenſe could be ſo blind to her own 


happineis; but ſhould that be the 
caſe, that then ſhe would withdraw all 
Protection and aſſiſtance from her, and 
abandon her to her accuſtomed abject 
ſtate. That ic Was in her power to 
have the Princeſs. de Courei for her 
moſt affectionate friend, or as the moſt 
indifferent ſpectator of all the miſeries 
and calamities ſhe, no doubt, would fall 
one day or other a, victim to. That 
ſhe gave her three days to conſider of 
: | An 
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an anſwer, but bid her to make uſe of 
her reafon, and be her own friend. 
Miſs Rivers received this letter by 
the page who generally brought her 
Highneſs's epiſtles. — Her beautiful 
countenance, ever ſerene and lovely, 
became brighter (if it was poſſible it 
could receive any addition) at the 
' fight of it. She opened it in raptures 
expeCting it to contain a friendly ſum- 
mons to the hotel: but oh! ye gra- 
cious powers, how ſtruck with amaze- 
ment, at its contents. A deadly pale- 
neſs rook place of the roſes which 
but an inſtant before had adorned her 
' Cheeks: her eyes became dim, and 
her whole frame ſhook and trembled 
like a reed when agitated by the wind; 
and had not the friendly Madame Pia- 
nelli juſt come into the room at that 
inſtant, the unfortunate Louiſa might 
have loſt her reaſon for ever; for, as 
ſhe afterwards confeſſed, it was not 


os i the 


e 
the diſappointment of reſiding at the 
hotel, nor yet the propoſal of the de- 
' teſted marriage with the Colonel that 
had thus affected her; for as to the 
firſt, ſhe knew it was not unuſual at 
courts to deviate from given words 
and promiſes, and though the was 


ſincerely ſorry to ſee it thus exempli- 


ſied in the Princeſs, yet the truſted ſhe. 


had ſufficient fortitude to overcome 
her diſappointment — and as to the 
other, it gave her no manner of in- 
quietude, as no-power on earth ſhould 
ever compel her to give her hand to a 
man ſhe could not eſteem, But what 
chiefly agitated her, and added to the 
poignancy of her grief, was, . ſhe 
thought her fame and character, which 
hitherto had been ſpotleſs, was aſperſ- 
ed, and that the Princeſs imagined 
her to be acquainted with the Prince's 
paſſion, and that ſhe thould be baſe 
: encugh to encourage it, and be an ac- 
3 Fr complice 
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complice i in his crime even when un- 


der her roof. Madame Pianelli at this 
moment came into the room, and 


finding our amiable Louiſa in this al- 


moſt diſtracted ſtate of mind, fell on 
her neck and bathed her with. ber 
tears, urging her to ſpeak; but to no 
. purpoſe, — That ſweet young lady 


looked on her with inſenſibility, ſigh- 
ed, but could not utter a {yllable, — 
Till her fr iend. applyed the ſmelling 


bottle, aud chafed her temples with 
lavender water, which at laſt had the 


:defired effect. Loui ſa ſtarted from her 
chair, embraced her, and called out, 


-< Oh! my beſt friend Jam ruined 
Jam undone.“ In riſing from her 
ſeat Madame Pianelli ſaw the letter on 
the floor, which had been hid by part 
of her gown and took it up, when Louiſa 
„ſaid to her, „ That fatal paper, my 
„dear Madam, has occaſioned the 


Skt TP I have felt, and ſtill endure. 


dil „ Read 
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« Reãd it I beg, and adviſe me.” Inet 

friend having read the letter, could 

not but be ſurpriſed Miſs Rivers ſhould 

have been thus affected at a diſappoint- 
ment; as her underſtanding and for- 
titude of mind had given her reaſon to | 

ſuppoſe ſhe would bear with reſigna- 


5 tion the viciſſitudes of fortune; aſked 

5 her what had thus afflicted her? that 

for her part, ſhe ſaw nothing in 1 | 

: alarming, 57 farther than that her - 

5 hopes of living 1 in a court were cruſh- 
e and added ſhe, „ with pain 

i I fee that the continuing in this 

©. humble manſion proves ſo irkſome : 
) FE to you. You certainly do not con- [+ 
8 „ ſider my fincere and unbounded af- 
+ 4 fection for n which will for ever * 
FE: 66 aſſure you a moſt hearty welcome. 70 | : 
q —5 My deaf Madam, 4 interrupted 1 
1 Louiſa, ſeeing the uneaſineſs that 
. 


good woman was in by miſtaking her 


2 

a meaning, your houſe has ever been 
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a bleſſed and ſafe abode to me, 
„ nor would I have entertained an 
t idea of exchanging it for any other, 
but for the perſecution of Colonel 
„La Marche, and the unwillingneſs 
of appearing ungrateful to your 
good huſband, by peremptorily re- 
« fuſing to hear him plead in his fa- 
„ vour. Read the letter again 1 be- 
« ſeech you, and there you will ſee 
* that the loſs of my reputation, in- 
4 ſerted therein, hath occaſioned the 
c heart-felt grief I was ſeized with. 
„The Princeſs in a manner hints 
eas if I was an abandoned wretch 
8 in principle, who one day or other, 
« would fall a victim to criminal 
55 pradices, aud perhaps, ſuppoſes, 
& ] was not ignorant of her huſband's 
intentions towards me.? 
Madame Pianelli havi ing read the 
letter again, ſaw nothing in it but 
the ſentiments of a jealous woman, 
who 
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E 
who would at any rate purchaſe her 
_ tranquillity, and diſappoint the Prince, 
by marrying her to La Marche, 
which would put an effectual ſtop to 
the hopes of his Highneſs, and cruſh 
them for ever. * Peruſe it yourſelf, 
my dear, continued ſhe; your 
e exceſſive delicacy has got the better 
« of your uſual penetration; for only 
conſider, I beg. it the Princeſs had 
e ſuſpected you of diſhoneſty, as you 
« ſuppoſeſhe has, her letter would have 
been couched in different terms— 
* ſhe would not have ſued, but com- 
„ manded, not entreated, but ordered. 
« Beſides would ſhe have offered to 
«© peſent you with a dower, iu caſe 
« you had lenſes to her propoſal? 
« C3. no.” 
A dawn of hope at chels words, 
revived the drooping ſpirits of our 
heroine ; and a friendly flood of tears 


relieving her from the oppreſtion ſhe : 
had 
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— — laboured under, ſhe became en- 
tirely compoſed : and having read 
again the letter, joined with her friend 
in the interpretation and conſtruction 
of 1 it. She embraced and thanked her 


a thouſand. times, and begged her 


aſſiſtance and advice how to act, and 


what anſwer ſhe was to give to the 


Princeſs. 

Madame Pianelli, ; in her turn, now 
became a petitioner, and ſeeing Miſs 
Rivers ſtill pale and dejected, urged a 


walk and the freſh air, before they 


ſaid any thing c on the ſubject; to which 
her young friend immediately aſſented. 
On their return home, they found 


Signor Pianelli alone in the drawing 
room, to whom they imparted the 
| whole affair. He was not much leſs 
ſurpriſed at the recital of 1 it than his 


wite had been ; - but nevertheleſs took 
occation from thence to ſpeak in be- 
half of the Colonel, as the only means 

3 | I =. 
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to appeaſe the wrath of the enraged 
Princeſs, who would never be at reſt 
while Miſs Rivers remained unmarried. 
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And would you then, my dear Sir,“ 


rejoined ;that lady, have me make 
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myſelf miſerable, to make an unjuſt 
woman happy ? Oh, goodneſs and 
Juſtice forbid : beſides you have of- 


ten heard me aver, that I never 


will marry till I am of an age to 


diſpoſe of myſelf without a father's 


ſanction, unleſs I ſhould meet with 


a man, whoſe birth, character, and 


principles aſſured me of happineſs 


with him, and whom, as far as 


I could judge, ſhould my father 
be reſtored to me, he could have 
no objection of calling his ſon- 


in-law ; but as every object which 


I have beheld hitherto, has been 
looked upon by me with the ut- 
moſt indifference, and as I have 
never had the leaſt inclination to a 


VorL. II. 0 & married 
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married ſtate, having hardly at- 
& tained my ſixteenth year, why 
„ would you have me give my hand 
eto the only man I cannot be hap- 
« py with. Indulge me, I beg, good 
Sir, in my refuſal of him, and ex- 
cuſe me from ever recieving any 
ee viſits from him, unleſs you chuſe 
to cruſh your Louiſa, your unfor- 
„ tunate adopted child, and make 
<< her miſerable for ever.” | 
Pianelli could not any longer with- 
Nand Miſs Rivers' urgent pleadings, 
which were accom panied with ſtream- 
"Ing eyes, and after beſeeching her to 
dry up her tears, and Ne her 
wonted tranquillity and chearfulneſs, 
| he gave her his word of honour that 
he would never mention Colonel La 
Marche to her any more. A gleam 
of joy ſpread itſelf over the counte- 
nance of the charming girl at theſe 
words of Pianelli, and taking his wife 


* 


4 27 4 


by one hand, whilft with the other 


the wiped away the trickling tear that 


was now ready to drop, through heart- 


felt ſatis faction at being delivered from 
her tormenting perſecutor, Come, 
my dear madam,” ſaid the to Mrs. 
Pianelli, “let us go up ſtairs now, 
< and conſult what anſwer to ſend 
to the Princeſs.” “ 


They reſolved that Louiſa ſhould, 


in a reſpectful, though coercive man- 


ner, repreſent to her Highneſs the 
injuſtice with which ſhe had 1 interpre- 


ted the Prince's expreſſion, as he had 


no other motive, at leaſt from what 


ſhe could judge from his Highneſs" 


diſtant, though attentive, behaviour, 
but the ſupriſe of finding a young 
and diſtiefled orphan, brought up 


in a ſolitary village remote from courts 


and brilliant circles, poſſeſſed of thoſe 


accompliſhments a liberal education 
nenerall y beſtows ; but ſince her High- 
LG 


A 
nfs did! not Thitik it proper to admit 
her to the honour of reſiding near her 
perſon, ſhe reſigned it the more wil- 
lingly, as ſhe herſelf would upon no 
conſideration whatever purchaſe pro- 
tection at the expence of her future 
peace and happineſs, which ſhe cer- 
tainly could not enjoy at the hotel de 
Courci, ſince the illuſtrious conſort 
of its maſter. was prepoſſeſſed againſt 
her - that for that reaſon ſhe muſt 
beg permiffion of the Princeſs to re- 
turn the purſe ſhe had in ſo obliging 
'a manner compelled her to accept of, 
for in her lowly ſtate the ornaments 
ſhe intended to have provided herſelf 
with, as belonging to her Highneſs' 
houſehold, would be entirely uſeleſs 
to her. With regard to Colonel La 
Marche, ſhe hoped ſhe would conſider 
that no one but a father had a right to 
command a child to accept of a huſ- 
band, and according to the laws of 
Chriſtianity 
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Chriſtianity and humanity, not even 
a father had power to conſtrain a child 
to marry againſt her inclinations, 
though his paternal prerogative cer- 


tainly could enforce obedience in not 
marrying. the man he diſliked : and. 
as Colonel La Marche was the laſt of 


men ſhe could form a ſerious connec-- 
tion with, of which he was but too 


well apprized himſelf from her own 
mouth, ſhe truſted he would ceaſe 


a ok upon her Highneſs as his ad- 


vocate any longer, as all ſolicitations. 
in his. favour were, and. ever would. 
be, fruitleſs. 

Having finiſhed this * ſhe 
was at a loſs how to return the money 
to the Princeſs, as ſhe had. already 
made a few purchaſes, ſuch as pearl 


pins, bracel-ts, &c. againſt her. ap- 


proaching elevation; but Madame 


Pianelli, her true and faithful friend, 


extricated her out of this W 
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by returning the trinkets to the; jew- 


eller, at the loſs of a few louis d'ors 


only, which ſhe was ſo good as to de- 
poſit for her. T his embarraſſing 
point being ſettled, Miſs Rivers in- 


cloſed the letter and purſe in a box, 


and ſent it to her Highneſs, who had 
the condeſcenſion to ſend her a few 
lines, ackowledging the receiving it, 


and that ſhe was much morttfied' to 
find Miſs Rivers ſo blind to her own 
happineſs, as to refuſe a Princeſs to 


be her friend, and a man of faſhion to- 
be her huſband, but, added ſhe, (very 
ungraciouſly) ſhe did not doubt that 
ſhe would ſufficiently regret the loſs 


of that ee ſhe now ſeemed to 


ſcorn. | 
Miſs Rivers, 1 in the promiſe 
made her by Pianelli, relating to La 
Marche, effectually ſcorned the Prin- 


ceſs' unkind ſuppoſition of her re- 


Rettung bath hers and La Marche's 


| aſſiſtance, 


CE 
aſſiſtance, and reaſſumed her former 
chearfulneſs and contentment. And 
happy was it for her that ſhe rejected 
the Colonel's addreſſes, for, not half 
an hour after ſhe had ſent the box. 
with its contents to the Princeſs, a. 
decent, well- looking young woman, 
accompanied by two children, the. 
eldeſt not three years of age, begged. 
permiſſion to. ſpeak. ra her, which 
being granted, ſhe was, no ſooner in 
troduced, but the unfortunate woman. 
fell on ber knees before Louiſa, be- 
ſeeching her, for. Heaven's ſake, not. 
to marry. Colonel. La Marche; that 
| the was his- lawful. wife, and thoſe. 
little innocents bis. legitimate children; 
that ſhe was married to him in a pri- 
vate manner when he was ſtationed at 
Montgellier, he having perſecuted her 
for near two years; that ſhe, as well 
as her aged mother whom ſhe uſed to 


maintain by the Jabour of her needle,, 
C4 -_ ſhuddere& 


32 J 
ſuddered at the leaſt deviation wh 5 
the ſtricteſt virtue, and contented 
W with their honeſty and poverty, they 
were happy ; that he finding all his 
endeavours to ſeduce her were fruitleſs, 
he had married her, but enjoined her 
to ſecrecy, and forbade her following 
him to Paris, as he had not obtained 
his Majeſty's permiſſion to marty, 
which would have proved prejudicial 
to him ; that he had removed her and 
her mother to Niſmes, where he uſed 
to viſit her, and allowed her a decent 
maitenance ; that after ſhe had lain in 
of her ſecond child, his appointment 
being at a an end, he fet off for Paris, 
| promiſing ſoon to teturn to her; but 
that ſhe had never ſeen him ſince, and 
What was ſtill worſe, during the laſt 
: twelvemonth, his allowance to her 
had not exceeded twenty louis d'ors, 
which was inſufficient to maintain 
her vacant her children, herſelf, and 
a ſervant 
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wil © 

a ſervant” maid ; that ſhe had written; 
or cauſed to be written to him, but- 
had never received any. anſwer; that 
he had lately diſcharged one of his do- 
meſtics, a native of Niſmes, through 
caprice, in a manner unbecoming a. 
gentleman; that this man was privy 
to their marriage, having been an eye 
witneſs of it, though unknown to- 
the Colonel, being in an ajacent room 
at the prieſt's houſe, from whence he 
ſaw and heard the ceremony perform- 
ed diſtinctly; that being, without a: 
maſter, his inclination had prompted 
- him. before he engaged with another, 
to pay a viſit to his relations at Niſmes; 
that when there, -he had met with 
her mother, in a far different dreſs: 
to what ſhe uſed to appear in when the 
Colonel viſited. them, and having 
followed her home, underſtood from 
her, the cauſe of their now melan- 
choly ſituation, as occaſioned by the 
5 _ © moe. 
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= = : 
neglect of Colenel La Marche: upon 


which, the man informed them of 
every circumſtance relating to his late 


maſter, and that he was on the point 
of marrying a beautiful young lady, 
who would be conſtrained to accept 
of him as a huſband, though much 
againſt her inclination; that he would 

have appriſed the young lady of the 
impoſition, but as he could not write 


himſelf, he did not dare to truſt any 


do do it for him, for fear of being be- 


trayed, which would have coſt him 


his life if Colonel La Marche ſhould 


have known he had divulged ſuch a 


ſecret ; but -as he was now at a diſ- 


_ tance from him, he was determined 


to diſcharge his conſcience, and ad- 
viſed her to ſet off, for Paris directly 
iu order to prevent both hers and the 
young lady's ruin ; that he had given 
her the direction of the Colonel's and 
Miſs Rivers' habitation, and that with 

Ls N further 
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farther advice from their friends and 
neighbours, they had collected juſt: 
ſufficient money to conduct her, her 
mother, and her children to Paris, 
and that ſhe thought it her duty to- 
wait on her (to prevent her being 
made wretched for life) previous to 
her appearing before her perjured huſ- 
band. Madame La Marche, at. the- 
ſame time, produced. a certificate of 
her marriage, authenticated by the 
cure, or pariſh. prieſt who had mar- 
ried them, together. with a letter that- 
_ clergyman had given her before ſhe 
left Niſmes, to ſupport her affertions. 
| Miſs. Rivers was ſo aſtoniſhed at 
this recital, and her compaſſion was 
raiſed. to ſuch a degree for the unfor- 
tunate objects before her, that ſhe 
forgot the danger ſhe had eſcaped her- 
ſelf of being united to him through 
her averſion, and ſolely commiſera- 
ting Madame La Marche, aſked her- 
eg 4 how, 


ger and wretchedneſs : : but conſider- 


„ 
how, or in what manner, ſhe could 
be of ſervice to her, till ſhe could 
ſee her huſband; for the poor lady 


bore 1 in her looks the marks of hun- 


ing that ſhe herſelf was pennyleſs at 
Th time, unknown to Madame Pia- 
nelli, of whoſe goodneſs ſhe but late- 


ly received ſuch a recent proof, by 


advancing the louis Hors ſent to the 


Princeſs, that ſhe had not the courage 


to aſk her for any pocket money; and 


fetching a deep figh, for not having 
it in her power to beſtow any thing 
on miſery but a tear, of which her 


eyes then gliſtened. However, re- 


fuming her former queſtion, ſhe aſked 
Ber whether the would refreſh herſelf 


with. a cup of coffee, which the poor 


creature accepted, begging a cruſt of 
bread might be added to it for her- 


* 


children. Miſs Rivers immediately 


ordered bread, wine, and ſome cold 
meat, 


TRE 
meat, till the coffee could be got ready, 


of which the poor children made an 


excellent meal, while Louiſa gave 
Madame La Marehe the ſtrongeſt aſ- 
ſaratices of her deteſtation for the 


Colonel, till interrupted by Signor and 
Madame Pianelli, who that moment 


had returned from a walk ; and 
having informed them of the whole 
tranſaction relating to the Colonel's 
baſeneſs, Pianelli was ſo hurt by 


| having thus been impoſed upon, that 
| he vowed revenge upon the criminal. 
_ Suffice it to ſay, that after the poor 


woman had eat and drank a little, he 
took her and her children in a hackney 


coach to the ColonePs houſe, and. 
having fortunately found him at home, 
upbraided him in the ſtrongeſt terms 
with his baſeneſs towards him, Miſs 
Rivers, and to his wife, who he then, 
with her children, ordered to come 
| out of the coach, nor would he ſtir 
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* 1 
from thence, till the Colonel had, ſent 
for his lawyer, to draw an immediate 
ſettlement on hie wife and children 
(who he refuſed to live with, though 
he acknowledged them as ſuch) of 
three hundred louis d'ors per annum, 
promiſing at the ſame time never to 
marry while his wife was living, and, 


at the ſame time, gave him to under- 


Rand, that ſhould his children live 
till they came of age, they would take 
care themſelves to have their birth- 
right acknowledged ; and likewiſe in- 
ſiſted on his giving Madame La 
Marche that inſtant three hundred. 
louis d'ors in order to return in a de- 
cent manner into. the country. La. 


Marche complied with all his requeſts, 


and glad he was his wife would com- 
pound with him on ſuch eaſy terms, 


as he dreaded the being expoſed above 


all things in the world ; and ſhe, on. 
her ſide, not having the leaſt affection 
j 


T 3 1 


for him remaining, took the purſe and 


papers containing her ſettlement, and 
{ſtepped into tne coach, where Pianelli 


followed her, but not till he had ab- 


ſolutely forbid La Marche ever to 
enter into his houſe, for if he dared 
at any time to ſhew himſelf there, 
that inſtant would he make a diſcovery 
to his Majeſty of his black machina- 
tions againſt Miſs Rivers, and of his 


treacherous cruelty to his wife and 


children : Pianelli likewiſe took care 
to ſend Madame La Marche and her 
little family back to Niſmes, where 
they were enabled to live in a genteel 
and decent manner with the proviſion 
they had through his means obtained 
from the perfidious Colonel ; and Miſs 
Rivers ſaw herſelf now entirely free, 
and delivered for ever from the per- 
ſecution of a deſigning villain. 
Having once more recovered her 


wonted tranquillity and chearfulneſs 
— 


T0 } 


of temper, ſhe applied herſelf cloſely 
to the cultivation of her mind, and 
improved daily in her underſtanding 


and accompliſhments ; her ſkill in 


muſic, both as to vocal and inſtrumen- 
tal parts, became deſervedly the admi- 


ration of all Paris; but, alas! it proved 


a freſh ſource of uncaſineſs, which 
plunged her for a time into the moſt 


dejected ſtate imaginable, in which 


her increaſing beauty had a great ſhare. 
As Pianelli never had had a pupil 
who could equal Miſs Rivers in her 
excellent performance, he became ſo 
much enraptured with her execution 


che organ, harpſichord, or harp, 


that he mentioned her every where as 
a. miracle in nature ; and his greateſt. 
regret was, that all Europe could not 
be a witneſs to her perfections; he 
was ſorry likewiſe, that his Majeſty 
had never heard her, though he had 


often heard the encomiums beſtowed: 


on 


[ ar ] | 
on her by the Prince de Courci, Colo- 
nel La March, and other noblemen 
and gentlemen. His enthufiaſm to- 
wards her made him conceive an 
idea, that could rhe King fee her but 
once, it would be fufficient for his 
Majeſty to engage her folely for his 


private concerts, and annex to the 


royal ſunſhine a noble penſion for her 


life. As he was not ſparing in utter= 


ing thoſe wiſhes to his moſt intimate 
friends, who on their fide communi- 


cated it to their acquaintance, it came 
in time to the knowledge of the Prince 
de Courci ; his love for Miſs Rivers 
was not in the leaft diminiſhed, but, 

on the contrary, gained aditional 


; firength froth having ſeen her once at 
the opera, (fince the diſmiſſion of La 


Marche) in the full bloom of beauty, 


| glowing health, and internal ſatisfac- 5 


tion diſplayed on her countenance 


Appreheuſiv of the Princeſs” ſpies, 


who 


- 4. 


— eo. PO mi Far ns 


—_— Io <4 ERR . er ER, es... 8 
* 


— 
ann ID * 


— 10 


— 


0 


| 

[ 
i 
| 
3 
| 

( 

| . 


—— 


— — 


—— —_, 


firſt neceſſary ſtep to be taken would 


| 
5 
1 
0 
|? 
| 
| 


i: an Þ 


- 


who he was ſure watched all his ac- 


tions, every invented ſcheme and at- 
tempt to ſpeak to, or viſit her, proved 
fruitleſs; and he knew Pianelli and 


his wife were too rigidly honeſt to 


dare to open his mind to either of them, 


and the only circumſtance he founded 


his hopes of ſucceeding upon was, 


Pianelli's unbounded ambition to have 


Miſs Rivers' uncommon talents heard, | 


admired, and applauded. From 
thence he took occaſion to Sub this 


young lady mentioned to the King by 


a truſty agent of his (himſelf not dare- 
ing to appear in it) and to petition his 


Majeſty ſhe might ſupply the place of 


the firſt ſinger in the opera, who had 
accumulated wealth ſufficient to quit 
the theatre, and was retiring into 


Italy. His emiſlary however, made 


him obſerve he was too much blinded 
by love, to conſult his reaſon. The 


„ 

be to acquaint Pianelli with the pro- | 

poſal, and not only obtain his appro- 

bation and conſent previous to its 
being mentioned to the King, but that 
of the young lady alſo, whoſe incli- 
nations alone could determine either 
the acceptance or refuſal of the ſame. 
The Prince rejected this argument, as 
doubting greatly the lady's aſſent: 
but if the King had been petitioned in 
| favour of her, and had acquieſced i in 
the requeſt, Miſs Rivers in that caſe 
would not dare to oppoſe his Majeſty; 3 
beſides the ambition of Pianelli would 
be gratified by ſeeing his favourite 
raiſed to royal favour, and the prince- 
Ty ſalary of twelve hundred louis d'ors 
per annum, which they would en- 
deavour to obtain; nay, he made ſure 
of it on account of her matchleſs 
beauty and perfections, as likwiſe her 
being the firſt Engliſh woman of qua- 

lity who had ever graced a French, 
theatre. 
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theatre. This ſeemed plauſible enough, 


but was notwithſtanding overruled by 
the agent, though at laſt obliged to 


agree with the Prince, that a report 


ſhould be ſpread of Mifs Rivers being 
actually engaged 1 in the King? s ſervice, 


which on one fide would be the means 
of coming to the King's ear, and 


thereby furniſh the means of a proper 
overture in her behalf, and on the 
other, would be a ſpur to Pianelli to 
exert either all his authority or influ- 
ence over his adopted child, and in- 


duce her to comply: © For,” ſaid the 


Prince, „if once upon the theatre, 
"Tr find means to ſee and ſpeak to 


. her.“ 


This deſtructive plan ſettled, they 


| ſucceeded ſo well in their machina- 


tions, that before three days were at 


an end, Pianelli was ſaluted on all 
ſides with congratulations on Miſs Ri- 


vers een, ſettlement, which. 
although | 


r 

although he aſſerted the fallacy. of it, 
he was not believed, but was referred 
to ſeveral men of quality, all creatures 
of the Prince's, who aſſured him it 
was in agitation, and that notiug was 
wanting for its completion but Pia- 
nelli's or Miſs Rivers“ application to 
Monſieur de la Noirceur, merely as 
a ceremony, in order to inform his | 
Majeſty, .that they begged leave to re- 
ceive his commands from the mouth 
of the above-mentioned gentleman: 
[The name of this man explains ſuf- 
ficiently his diſpoſition, which was of 
the moſt abandoned kind. 1 £ 

Pianelli frantic with joy, returned 
home, and acquainted Miſs Rivers 
with all he had heard relating to this 
affair, and extolling the honour and 
advantage which would derive to her 
in being thus promoted ; and added, 
that though he had been acquainted 
with this unexpected felicity (of ſee- 


ing 


L 4 
ing her ſhine in the firſt court in 
Europe) for ſeveral days paſt, yet he 
had not judged it proper to inform her 
of it, till every point aſſured him of 
ſucceſs. Miſs Rivers, aſtoniſhed be- 
yond expreſſion at this recital, aſked 
in a trembling tone of voice, how it 
was poſſible he could have ſucceeded 
in an affair which only concerned her, 
without her knowledge or conſent ? 
Four conſent! my dear madam,” 
anſwered he; © [I never entertained 
„the leaſt. doubt about it; for ſure 
you cannot be ſo averſe to your own 
* happineſs, as to heſitate a ſingle 
& moment” — My happineſs, Sir,” 
interrupted ſhe, ** will be for ever 
buried, ſhould I forget myſelf fo 
far, and what I owe to my family, 
“by engaging in a theatrical line— 
% Have you forgot, Sir, whowere my 
parents, and that I may ſtill have 
a father living! if ſo, what atone- 


ment 
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ment could I ever make to him for 
having thus far degraded him, and 
brought an indelible ſtain on his 
name and family, never to be wiped 
away? — No, Sir,” continued ſhe, 


| (ſeeing he was not able to anſwer her, 
being choaked with paſſion) *I can 
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bear poverty, but not ſhame, which 
muſt be the undoubted conſequence 


of ſuch an engagement—Forthough 


I can take care of my honour, yet 
it will not be in my power to pre- 
ſerve my reputation, if once con- 
nected with thoſe who have but a 


ſmall value for that ineſtimable 


treafure which ties us to the good 
and to the virtuous ; and ſenſible 


as I am,” purſued ſhe, „ of the 


thouſand obligations I am under 


to you, and that without you I 
ſhould perhaps now have been in a 


law, abject ſtate, ſuffering hunger 


| and miſery; but even thoſe calami- 


6 ties 


{481 


ties L will ſubmit to, rather than 


accept your propoſal ; ; and bread 
and water in a garret, procured 
with honeſt induſtry, will be more 
welcome to me than the ſplendid 
proviſions your miſtaken kindneſs 


for me would provide. My un- 


feigned gratitude for your manifold 
acts of kindneſs to me will never 


be erazed from this unhappy breaſt; 


and my fervent prayers for your | 
welfare will ever attend you; but 


be aſſured I never can comply with 
your requeſt.” 
Pianelli at laſt giving vent to his 


words, burſt out into a thouſand in- 


vectives againſt Louiſa, u pbraiding her 


with the blackeſt ingratitude, which 
had preſumed on his and his wife's 


weakneſs and their unparallelled fond- 


neſs for her, never to oblige either 


unleſs it ſuited her own inclinations. 


| That he would tear her from his bo- 


7-4-1 


fon, ſtrip her, and turn her out naked 
and helpleſs into the ſtreet, where ſhe 
might ſtarve and die before he would 
etideavour to fave her, or n hep "Og 
leaſt affiſtance, 

To all this Louiſa dilly: anſwers: 
with her tears; but Mrs. Pianelli, 
who had hitherto been filent, not 

| having dared to interrupt her huſband, 
well knowing, that, inſtead of ſoothing,” 
it but the more aggravated him, find- 
ing he pauſed for a moment, ventured 
to plead in behalf of the unfortunate 
orphan; but he ſoon ordered her not 
only to keep ſilence, but likewiſe to 
a withdraw that moment, and leave him 
wich the girl, who had both capacity 
1 and tongue ſufficient to defend herſelf.” 
J * Pardon me, my dear Sir,” replied” 
Louiſa, ſobbing, * your unjuſt anger 
has deprived me of both Permit 
© me then to retire; for not having 
any longer this ungrateful object 
Ap II. 5 » (as 
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(sas you undeſervedly are pleaſed to 


„ call me) before your eyes; your 
« wrath will then ſubſide, and your 


reaſon will reaſume its wonted inte- 


e 
anſwer, ſhe left the room, and went 
up into her own apartment, where 


ſhe abandoned herſelf to the moſt pro- 
found melancholy, Which was the 


more increaſed by bearing Pianelli at 


high words with his wife on her ac- 


count. He however ſoon left the 
houſe, and that friendly woman flew 


up to Louiſa, and throwing her arms 
about her, fell upon her neck and 


wept bitterly. Louiſa forgetting her 


own grief, and ſhedding tear ſor tear 
with her friend, bid her be comforted. 


« You have ſuffered already too much 


„ on my account, my dear Madam,” _ 


ſaid ſhe, to endanger your health 
by the 1mmoderate affliction I ſee 
„ you oppreſſed with. We muft 


And not waiting for an 


1 4 part 
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part, my beloved friend, * added 
the, * to reſtore tranquillity into your 


66 


te 


houſe; your huſband can never for- 
give me after the peremptory refu- 
ſal J have made him of his offer, 


which I muſt repeat to you, I'd 


ſooner beg my bread or ſtarve, be- 


fore J would accept of it. What, 


then, is left me to do but to leave 
you, and perhaps for everl Oh, no, 


Iwill not deſpair—You ſtill will 


take notice of me, when reduced 
to an obſcure chamber, and work- 


ing for my bread ; you till will be 


my beſt friend, and honour me 


with your protection and advice. 


Let a ſmall apartment be found 
by your directions, let me be re- 


commended to its owner by you, 


and let me remove to it this even- 
ing, ere Signor Pianelli returns 


home, who, notwithſtanding his 
menaces to turn me out naked, has 


D 2 - 6 


4 


too good a heart not to permit me 


5 to take a few. clothes with me, 


Ta: which, if ] did not know his gene- 


6 rous diſpoſition, I would offer to 
% pay him for as ſoon as able, but I 


ce, would not diſtreſs him by ſo groſs 
66 an affront. Promiſe me but that 
* you will not forſake me, and I will 
«© endeavour to be happy.” ; 

5 Here Louiſa ſtifled a ſhower of tears 
ready to drop from their cryſtal ſluices, 
not being willing to affect her friend, 
who ſhe ſaw was too much depreſſed 


£6 to 


already ; but Madame Pianelli, as 
much grieved at their apparent ſepa- 
ration as Miſs Rivers poſſibly could be,. 
cried out, Why will you diftreſs. 
„ me, my ſweet girl, iu talking of 
partiug from me this very evening; 
do you judge from Signor Pianelli's 
% paſſion only the ſentiments of his 
e heart? Oh, Miſs Rivers, I never 
„ knew You unjuſt till now. Call, 


E 
to your remembrance his kind, bis 
almoſt paternal affectiou for you, 
and you muſt of courſe alter your 
opinion of him. Give him but a 


few days to recolle& himſelf, and 
my word for it he will put no con- 


ſtraint upon your inclinations, it 1s 
neceſlary however, he ſhould nor 


ſee you to-night, nor even to- mor- 


row; the ſight of you might per- 
haps renew his anger; for certain 
it is, he ts exceedingly offended at 


zou; his love for you darkens 
his underſtanding, and enthufaſm 
for muſic, and the good execution 
of it, clouds his reaſon; he wiſhes 


to ſee you ſhine, as he i imagines it 
portends happineſs to you; the is 


miſtaken; his thoughts of happi- 
neſs and yours differ widely; but 


let his idea in that point be what 
it will, of this you muſt be con+ 


vinced he only wiſhes to ſerve you. 


53 « Then 


1 54 } 
. Then talk no more, I beg, of leaving 
me this evening; this houſe, my 
«© ſweet friend, ſhall be your aſylum 
«« till by your own choice you quit it 
4 for a more eligible ſituation.“ 

Miſs Rivers thanked her friend with 
the moſt heart-felt gratitude for her 
tenderneſs towards her, apologizing; 
at the ſame time, in Caſe the had been 
too raſh. in her opinion of her huſ- 
band, which ſhe aſſured her had by no 
means been ber intention. The ladies 
then .condoled with each other, and 
trying to find out expedients how to 
reconcile. the offended party, which 
| Louiſa deſpaired of bringing about, 
but kept nevertheleſs to her firſt 
reſolution. 

About eleven o'clock they 1 
to their reſpective apartments; and 
although they went to bed, yet nei- 
ther enjoyed ſleep or reſt. Pianelli 
did not veturn till near two o'clock ; 
; he 


t ou 1 


he had been all that time with the 


ereatures of the Prince, to whom he 
had related Miſs Rivers“ averſion and 
abſolute refuſal of the great honour 
intended her, at which they were not 


a little mortified; but ſeeing Pianelli 


infinitely more ſo than they were 
themſelves, encouraged him to uſe 


harſh methods with the n to force 
her to a compliance. 11 1 


The next morning, 3 be was 


fomewhat calmer to his wife than he 


had been the day before, and having 


inſiſted on ſeeing Maſs wem a ſharp 
altercation enſued, and they parted. 


from each other, he; wich freſh. up- 


braidin gs, and ſhe, with affi rming her 


unalterable reſolution of never com- 


plying. Several days paſſed ;' the poor 


Louiſa, in this deplorable ſituation; ofa. 


ten conjüring her. friend to provide 
her with a lodging; as becoming then 
her own. miſtreſs, her huſband could 
D 4 have 


1 


„ 
eee, over her, or exert his 
authority; but this was overruled by 
the prudent Madame Pianelli, alledg- 
ing the impropriety of a young creature 
of her ſigure living by herſelf; of this 
Louiſa was but too ſenſible herſelf, 
and therefore patiently ſubmitted to 
the ill humour of Pianelli, when ſhe 
came in his way; ſhe endeavoured, 
: however, to have as little converſation 
with him as poſſible. 25 

Pianelli, as his lat Cakes 
thought' it neceſſary to wait on Mon- 


ſieut de la Noirceur himſelf, and to 


learn from him how far his Majeſty 
was inclined to favour Miſs Rivers. 

He obtained an audience from the 
wiretch, who gave him to underſtaud 
that it was in the young lady's pow- 
er to fix her falary, as likewiſe. to 
' know his Majeſty's command for the 
entering into her engagement, by 
having the honour of being introduced 


ta 


FY 


18 
to him into his cloſet : whereupon 
Pianelli acquainted him with her utter 


averſion for ſo great an advantage, 


his mortification at it, aud timidly 
hinted that perhaps the royal mandate 
would effectuate that which his rheto- 


ric and perſuafions had labou ed for in 
vain. De la Noirceur taking advan- 


tage of the illuſion the poor man ſeem- 
ed ſo eagerly to graſp at, aſſured him 
that in leſs. than three days the young 


lady would receive ſuch a ſummons 


as the ſhould not dare to refuſe obey⸗ 
ing. He even added, that ſhould 


ſhe hag ſtill heſitate, threatenings 


ſhould-be put into execution, thought 
but for one day's impriſonment for 
daring to diſpute the King's authority. 
He ſpoke theſe laſt words with ſuch 
a vehement tone of voice, and with 


tuch a ſignificant nod of his head, as if 


to ſay, let us but once have her here; 


we will diſpoſe of her according to our 
Ds Eu. 
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will and . as made Pianelli 
ſtagger. He could not imagine why 
Pe. la Noirceur ſhould be ſo. interſted 
in this cauſe, as, to his knowledge, 
he had never ſeen Louiſa: ſome 
equivocal expreſſions (through avidity 
of ſerying his employers, for he had 
more than one) which this agent had 
made uſe of, began to open the eyes 
of Pianelli, and he conſidered within 
himſelf, whether Louiſa's averſion 
might not proceed from a natural in- 
ſtinct, as in the caſe of Colonel La 
Marche, from whom ſhe was, through 
her diflike to him, ſo provientially 
preſerved ; and as he was not entirely 
ignorant of De la Noirceur's private 
character, he contented himſelf with 
thanking him for his attention . and 
good will, but that he could not, nor 
would by any means give his aſſent 
with regard to violence to either Miſs 
Rivers“ perſon or inclinations ; that 


he 


Lo” 
he would propoſe it to her once more, 
and even mention the King's expect- 
ed command; but if that ſhould not 


have the deſired effect on her, he 


would give over all farther thoughts 
of ſolicitation. He then took his leave 


and went home, full of thoughts, 


doubts, and perturbation of mind. 
On his entering into the drawing 


room he found his wife and Miſs Ris 
vers ſitting together; the latter im- 
mediately aroſe and was for retiring, 


judging from his looks he was nok 


calm within, and ſhe wiſhed to avoid 


another altercation, but he with much 
civility,. though with a cold look, 
begged of her to fit down, and not 
fly from him as from a tyrant. She 
obeyed, but did not anſwer; — neither 
he nor his wife opened their lips; 
and this ſilent trio might have enjoy 
ed their taciturnity for an hour to- 
gether, had it not been for a ſervant's 

D 6 coming 
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coming up and put an end to it by 
delivering a note to Miſs Rivers. It 
came from Madame la Marchioneſs de 
Polignac, who, prompted by curioſity 
from public report, requeſted that 
young lady would ſpare. her an hour 
that afternoon, as ſhe intended to pay 
her a viſit. Louiſa communicated 
the contents of this little epiſtle to 

Signor and Madame Pianelli; the firſt 
immediately exclaimed, * My life for 
it, Madam, but you'll refuſe ſeeing 
* her, becaufe ſhe is one of the firſt 
«women in France, n hath pro- 
115 digous intereſt at court.“ “ Jam 
« glad you are miſtaken, Sir,” anſwer- 
ed ſhe.; © I ſhall not only think my- 
„ ſelf highly honoured by her viſit, 
but ſhall likewiſe beg the favour 

„% you will add your company to that 
of my friend here, during the time 
Ge ae ſhall think per to ſtay.” 
Pianelli 


* 


* 


6 


* 
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.  Pianelli bowed with apparent ſatiſ- 


faction at this attention, and ſaid, 


Ah, Miſs Rivers, did you but love 


4 


yourſelf half as well as I do you, 


« you would by this time be the 


& happieſt mortal on earth.“ Louita 


5 en but made no anſwer. 


At the appointed hour Madame * 


ee made her appearance; Miſs 


Rivers was at firſt ſight of her, pre- 


poſſeſſed in her favour. She was a 
woman of exemplary virtue, ſtrict 
honour, and a goodneſs of heart 


which manifeſted itſelf in her coun- 
tenance. She was between thirty and 
forty years of age, ſincerely attached 
to her huſband, who, on his ſide, ef- 


teemed her above all women in the 
world; and his character and. diſpo- 


ſition would have been entirely blame- 


leſs, had it not been for a ſtrong pro- 
penſity to play, which ſeldom proved 
favourable to him. However he con- 


cealed 


UL. 2 
cealed his gaming, as well as his fre- 
quent loſſes, ſo much from his wife, 
returning. always home to her in a: 
good humour, that ſhe never ſuſpeCt= 
ed his being addicted to this vice. 
Madame de Polignac had no children: 
living, though. the had had ſeveral; 
who all died in their infancy, the loſs: 
of which the had:much regretted, and 
had occaſioned her reliſh ing ſolitude 
much, as ſhe. found much more com- 
fort in reading, than the multitude 
of faſhionable condolers could have 
procured her; not that ſhe. diſliked: 
ſociety; ſhe enjoyed it according to 
her rank and inclinations ;.but had her 
ſtated hours for retirement, as ſhe. 
loved books, had no ſmall talent for 
muſic, and would now and then. 
handle a pencil with ſucceſs. With. 
this diſpoſition it was impoſſible the 
ever could be low ſpirited ;.it was, on 
the contrary, obſerved, that although 


r 
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of a very even temper, ſhe was in. 


general more chearful after having 
paſſed three or four hours in her eloſet. 
Poſſeſſed of thoſe amiable qualities, 
no wonder Miſs Rivers was pleaſed: 
with her external appearance, whictr 


increaſed every moment during her- 
ſtay there, notwithſtanding her friend- 
ly monitor very frequently urged her 
not to judge too favourably at firſt 


from a happy phyſiognoañ. 
After the neceflary ceremonies a 


lady of her rank claimed, were adjuſt- 


ed, I ſee, Miſs Rivers, ſaid ſhe, 
* fame has done great juſtice to your 


„ perſon, and I make not any doubt 
but your talents are anſwerable— 
of that, I hope, I ſhall be enabled to 
judge by and by. May I aſk you if 


o 


* 


you are really engaged at the King's 
* theatre?” . No, Madam,” anſwer- 
ed ſhe, nor was it ever my intention 


to take ſo deſperate a ſtep.” —** Then 
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« Tam juſtiſied in my opinion of you, 


replied the Marchioneſs; for after 
„what I had heard of your birth, 
ſentiments, and underſtanding, I 


0 


6 
* 


did not think it probable you would 
* chuſe a line of life which is no 


* great improver of modeſty ; not 
but that there are many honeſt, 
« worthy, and virtuous people of 


tt that profeſſion; but that gentle, ami- 


« able delicacy, ſo becoming in our 


« ſex, is never acquired there, and 
«© moſt commonly loſt, if a young 


„ perſon (who chuſes ſuch a connex-' 
« jon) is poſſeſſed of it. Madam,“ 


replied Pianelli, Miſs Rivers will 


ever have it in her power to be en- 


« tirely unconnected with thoſe of the 
_« profeſſion; nor ſhall ſhe ever appear 
& upon the theatre unaccompanied by 


« my wife; and the moment her du- 


« ty ſhall be performed, my carriage 


. n — her back to my houſe.“ 
fr © — But, _ 


( & } 
-—* But,” ſaid the Marchioneſs; “are 
vou certain his Majeſty will prefer 
6 Miſs Rivers to one recommended 
to him, and ſupported by the Prin- 
* ceſs de Courci?” — + That, Ma- 
« dam,” anſwered he, lies entirely 
„ in that young lady's option: for 
if ſhe would permit me to conduct 
„ her to Monſieur de la Noirceur, he 
would introduce her to the King, 
ei and this ceremony alone is wanted 
i© to the certainty of her being en- 
„ paged,” . Monſieur de la Noir- 
© ceur!” exclaimed the Marchioneſs, 
with ſurpriſe, „is it poſſible you 
e ſhould chuſe that man for your pat- 
„ ron? He is a creature of the Prince 
„ de Courci, to whom he, however, 
proves falſe; for to my certain 
© knowledge, Colonel La Marche, 
„ of whom I hitherto entertained à 
good opinion, but have been unde- 
% ceived with regard to him, employs 
e . 
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„La Noirceur as his agent likewiſe; 


he draws money from them both for 
bs; vg Rue purpoſes; he is a trai- 
tor. Yes, theſe two noble perſo- 
£6 Shins, the Prince and the Colonel, 

« whoſe duplicity had hitherto been 
105 Sealed from his Majeſty, have 
the King's ear, and are deemed: 
4 patterns of virtue, diſcretion, and 
* integrity. And can you put fait], 


„ in what ſuch an unprincipled man 


* as La Nairceur can tell you? I 
thought you knew him better. 


Pianelli then begged leave to in form 


the Marchioneſs, that Monſieur De la 


gether unknown to him; yet be truſt 


ed that he did not dare to have had 
the audacity to make uſe of his Ma- 
jeſty's bame, if not privileged ſo to do. 
— * No,” anſwered the lady, 
know he has mentioned Miſs Ri- 


nue: the King informed. me of it 


% On. 


1 = 
on my aſking his Majeſty yeſterday 
« in the drawing room, ſome queſ- 
tions relating to that young lady, 

» that La Noirceur had mentioned 
« her to him, but that he believed 
he ſhould give the preference to the 
« perſon recommended by the Prin- 
* ceſs. de Courci, although he was 
+ ſorry ſuch a preference would prove 

„painful to La Marche, who, with 

La Noirceur, was a ſtrong. advo- 

„ cate for Mifs Rivers, though De 

4 Courci had never mentioned her.” 

This diſcourſe of the Marchioneſs 

was almoſt too much for Louiſa : - ſhe 
{aw at once the ſnare laid for her by 
the Prince and La Marche, who alike 


* 


' concealed their deſign upon her from 
N each other. She alternately blufhed 
„ and turned pale; which the Marchio- 


L neſs obſerving, deſired her not to be 
uneaſy, for that no power on earth. 
cculd 
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could force her to accept of an engage · 


ment againſt her inclinations. 


Pianelli himſelf began to ſtagger at 


the name of Colonel La Marche: yet, 
notwithſtanding his expectations of 
Miſs Rivers“ accompliſhments and 


talents were raiſed to ſuch a degree, 


that he perſuaded himſelf could the 


| King but once ſee and hear Miſs Ri- 


vers, he would pive her the preference 
above all the women in the world; but 


Madame de Polignac ſoon put a ſtop 


to theſe towering hopes, by addreſſing 
herſelf to Miſs Rivers, who ſhe ſaw 
was much oppreſſed, by offering her 
all the ſervice in her power with his 
Majeſty, meaning to acquaint him 


how much ſhe declined the thea- 


trical line, as it would be an everlaſ- 
ting ſtigma on herſelf, and on her 
father ſhould he be ſtill living. Lou- 
iſa was ready to throw hertelf at the 
Marchioneſs feet at theſe words, and 

burſting 


. © 


% 


K } 


burſting out into tears of gratitude, 
called her her guardian angel, her 
protectreſs, her ſecond Madame Pia- 
nelli. “ And though,“ added ſhe, 
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unealy; however he ſtammered out 
that he was glad to hear Miſs Rivers 
attribute his zeal to ſerve her to no- 
other cauſe than his unbounded affec- 


Jam under a thouſand obligations 
to this worthy man, her huſband, 
as well as to herſelf, yet through 
a miſtaken fondneſs for me, he 


had well nigh, cruſhed that plant 
he had helped to rear, but for your 


obliging communications which 


hath removed the film from before 
* his eyes, and convinced him how 


far the baſe inſinuations of deſigning 


men can creep into the heart of the 
unwary, the good, and the virtu- 


ous.” Pianelli looked confuſed and 


tion, which wifhed to ſee her happy. 


* And could : 1 ever entertain any 
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other idea?” rephed ſhe ; © Oh, no, 


my beſt friend, my ſecond father: 


'your love to me hath ſolely and 
unwillingly occaſioned thoſe bitter 


pangs this heart hath felt. Oh let 


me confeſs before this lady, how 
your. good wife firſt tapk me up and 
cheriſhed me in her boſom, when 1 


was a helpleſs, diſtreſſed, forlorn 
orphan, and the child of affliction; 
what tenderneſs have 1 not experi- 
enced from her! with what care 
did not ſhe watch my infant ſteps, 
cultivate my mind, and planted the 


ſeeds of virtue and honour in this 
. breaſt, which 1 hope will be ever 


permanent there; and when the 


was made happy in you as a friend, 
helpmate, and as a huſband, with 


what affection did you receive me 
into your own houſe, and called me 


your adopted child! what pains did 
you not take to improve thoſe 


6 feeble 


1 
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cc 
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feeble talents I received from nature! 


with what raptures did you not ex- 
toll me whenever my unripe ac- 


compliſhments proved to your ſatiſ- 


faction?! and can 1 ever ſupppoſe 
that any one of your intentions to- 


wards me originated from any 


other motive than love? forbid it 
Heaven, forbid it gratitude. No, 
my dear Sir, I may perhaps become 
again miſerable and friendleſs, but 
never ſhall this boſom harbour a 
thought which is not replete with 
the warmeſt acknowledgements a 
heart like mine is capable of feel- 
ing.” Loviſa's tears here ſtopped 
her farther proceeding. Pianelli was 
fo moved by this ſpeech, as to be hardly 
able to reſtain his tears, and cried out, 
Oh, Miſs. Rivers, 1 am overpayed 
a hundred fold for whatever I have 


done for you. Can any one do too 


much for a perſon who poſſeſſes 
5 ſuch 
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& {ſuch cc ?” The Marchio- 


om 1 


neſs and Madame Pianelli both ſat 


with their handkerchiefs before their 


eyes, and were unable to ſpeak. 


After ſome pauſe, Pianelli reſpe&t- 
fully intreated Madame de Polignac 


to honour him with her advice rela- 


ting to La Noirceur-. It is expe- 


28 


6. 


dient for you,” ſaid ſhe, to repair 
to his houſe immediately, ere he ſets 
off for the opera; and as you have 
no poſitive proofs of his baſeneſs 
to upbraid him with, you muſt 


conceal your ſuſpicions, and mere- 


ly thank him for the part he bath 
hitherto taken in forwardiug Mits' 
+ Rivers” eſtabliſhment, which can 
never take place, from the unalter- 
able averſion ſhe has to ĩt; and that 

you eſteem, her too much to con- 
ſtrain her in this, as well as in the 
other act, againſt her will. Should 


he, as I have not the leaſt doubt 


„„ | „ but 
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0-9 
but will make uſe of his Majeſty's 
name in order to threaten you into 
„ obedience, in your turn, I give you 
„leave to make uſe of mine, and ac- 
« quaint him with my having had a 
conference with the King about the 
+ ſubje&t; but take care to repeat no 
„ particulars.” Pianelli thanked the 
Marchioneſs, and ſet out immediately 
for La Noirceur's houſe, whilſt that 
amiable lady, willing to dedicate her 
whole evening to Miſs Rivers, en- 
treated her, if not too painful to her, 
to acquaint her with her hiſtory, with 
which, and aſſiſted by Madame Pia- 
nelli, ſhe inſtantly complied. When 
finiſhed, ſhe beſtowed many deſerving 
encomiums on Madame Pianelli, for 
her uncommon . benevolence to the 
young lady, whom ſhe kindly thanked | 
for her narration, and told her ſhe was 
manifeſtly the child of Providence, 
who had ſo evidently latherto protect 
N "7 


bn F 
ed her; and that ſhe had a real preſen- 
timent that her father was yet living. | 
Louiſa's eyes ſparkled with joy at 
theſe grateful words, and looked ſo 
beautiful, that Madame de Polignac 
exclaimed, *] am not at all ſurpriſed 


* the Princeſs de Courci found you 
% too formidable a rival.” Loviſa 


bluſhed extremely, which till in- 
creaſed her lovelineſs. Madame de 
Polignac defiring her to fit down to 
1 the harpſichord, was ſo charmed both 
1 with her performance and voice, that 
4 ſhe called her a pattern of perfections; 
then looking over her drawings, paint- 
ings, and embroidery, all of which 
pleaſed her ſo much, ſhe could ſcarce- 
ly ſatiate her eyes with looking them 
over and over again; nor would ſhe 
have given over examining them, had * 
ſhe not been interrupted by the return Fs 
of Pianelli, who gave her a faithful 
detail of his t tranſaction with De la 
: Noirceur, 


93 0 

Noirceur, whom he found at home, 
and before his name had been announ- 
ced to him, Colonel La Marche came 
out of his cloſet, with looks big with 
expectation, and great hopes of ſucceſs; 
that he immediately changed coun- 
tenance at the ſight of him, (Pianelli) 
who took not the leaſt notice of him; 
that De la Noirceur, with all his ef- 
frontry, looked confuſed at his unex- 
pected appearance there; that he deli- 
vered to him Miſs Rivers and his 
own intentions relating to the ſubject 
he came upon ; that De la Noirceur 
immediately vowed vengeance againſt 
him, and ſwore to compel Miſs Ri- 
vers into a compliance, as the affair 
now was in the cognizance of the 
King ; that upon Pianelli's naming 
Madame de Polignac, De la Noirceur 
was immediately creſt-fallen, and had 
no anſwer to make him, and taking 
e of which, he took his leave 

E 2 unoppoſed 


CM © 
* unoppoſed by the worthleſs emiſſary; 


that on leaving the houſe, the — 


of the antichamber not being quite 
| ſhut, he eſpied La Marche there again, 


who likewiſe ſaw. him, and looked 
more confounded than he had done 
before ; that from the appearances of 
guilt manifeſt in- both their counte- 
nances, he feared ſome treachery was 
upon the carpet, which he hoped to 


eſcape through the vigilance of Miſs 


Rivers' protecting angel. | 

Madame de Polignac then informed 
him, that ſince he himſelf had reaſon 
to ſuſpe& thoſe monſters, ſhe would 
now unfold a tale which would make 


them ſhudder, ſhe having foreborn to 


mention it till ſuch time as Signor 
Pianelli ſhould have had ſufficient de- 
monſtration of the perfidy of De la 


Noirceur and La Marche. That this 


laſt mentioned, and the Prince de 
© Courci, had e laid a ſuare, by 
means 
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means uf their abandoned agent, into 
which Miſs Rivers inevitably. muſt | 
have fallen ſoon after her appearance 
upon the theatre; to which the added 
ſeveral circumſtances relating to this 
| horrid plot, which was ſo providen- 
tially defeated by a miſtake of De la 
| Noirceur, who, at the laſt maſque- 
rade, had taken the Marquis de Polig- 
nac for one of -his confederates, and 
had informed him of all the particu- 
lars relating to this intended black 
tranſaction, without ever perceiving 
his error in having addreſſed tze 
wrong perſon. That the Marquis, ; ' 4. 
for ſeveral weighty reaſons, could nei- j 
ther expoſe the Prince nor La Marche, 
being both in great credit at court. and 
favourites with His Majeſty ; but that 
he would take all poſſible - pains to 
have De la Noirceur removed, not 
only from the court, but out of Paris; 
that he himſelf had written an anony- = 
Ez © mous - | 


1 


mous letter to the Princeſs de Courci, 


entreating her to eſpouſe the cauſe of 
la Signora Marina as principal ſinger, 
for that the Prince, her huſband, had 


ſecretly formed a ſcheme, by means 


of De la Noirceur, to obtain that ap- 
pointment for Miſs Rivers, to facili- 


tate his viſiting her; that two days 


only were elapſed ſince the ſending of 


this letter, during which the Princeſs 


had applied to His Majeſty in favour 


of La Marina, and had almoſt obtain- 


ed her ſuit, without taking the leaſt 


notice of it to the Prince, who, on 


his | ſide, purpoſely avoided opening 


his lips on the ſubject of either Miſs 
Rivers or La Marina; that at the re- 


queſt of the Marquis de Polignac, and 


in order to fave an amiable young lady 


from impending ruin, ſhe had under- 
taken to diſcover thoſe conſpiring ma- 
chinations to Miſs Rivers and her two 


friends; but had not been licenſed to 


give 


* 


E 
give the leaſt hint of the affair till ſhe 

herſelf was an auricular witneſs of 
their ſentiments upon it; and that ſhe 
called herſelf happy in having ſuc- 
cceded to her wiſhes. | 
Never was conſternation greater 
than was now diſplayed by this amia- 
ble trio; and when a little recovered 

from their ſurpriſe, Miſs Rivers threw. 

herſelf down at the Marchioneſs' feet, 
thanking her a thouſand times for 
having thus delivered her from appa- 
rent deſtruction. Mrs. Pianelli only 
thanked the Marchioneſs with uplifted 
| hands and ftreaming eyes: as to her 
. huſband, he looked ſo aſhamed at hav- 
ing been a ſecond time impoſed upon, 
and ſo mortified at the uneafineſs he 

had cauſed Miſs Rivers and his wife 
by his cruel perſecution, that nothing 
was heard of him but entreaties of 
pardon, which they both joy fully 
granted him. The amiable Marchio- 


neſs 


Ta] 
neſs then took her leave; and renew- 
ing her promiſe to Miſs Rivers of 
ſpeaking to the. King, told her at the 
1ame time ſhe ſhould come and ſee her 
again in two or three days. 
After her departure Pianelli Sioke 
out into the moſt bitter iuvectives 
- againſt the Prince, La Marche, De la 
Noirceur, and all his falſe friends, 
who he ſuppoſed had aided and abet- 
ted iu deceiving him, and declared his 
reſolution of quitting Paris for ever, 
and immediately retiring into the 
country. This plan Mrs. Pianelli, 
- whole health was much upon the de- 
chne, would with pleaſure have put 
in execution, as ſhe long had nouriſhed 
and entertained an idea of retiring 
from the buſy world; but her love 
for Miſs Rivers, to whom this was a 
ſecret, would not permit her to ſolicit 
her huſband. about, as ſhe feared it 
would be too dull and melancholy for 
5 to 
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ſo young a perſon. to be deprived of 
the ſociety ſhe had been accuſtomed 
to for above two years. How agreea- 
ble was her ſurpriſe, then, when that 
young lady called out, Ah, do, my 
dear Madam, let us fly this wicked 


«© town, where honeſty is ſo ſcarce, 


and good principles ſo rare to be 
met with. In the country we ſhall 


© enjoy health, peace, and tranquil- 
+ lity. The woods and the groves 
„will afford us amuſement without 
doors, while contentment and chear- 
fulneſs ſhall crown and inhabit our 
„ dwelling within. — Pianelli and 
his wife ſeemed much pleaſed with 
Louiſa's notion of a. country life, 
which they diſcuſſed in the courſe of 
the evening by pointing out its agree- 
ments as well as its oppoſites, but all 
of them appeared to preter the country 
to the town ; and after having finiſhed 
their ſupper they all retired to bed, 

Bs where 


* 


* 


where Miſs Rivers and Mrs. Pianelli 


he could not be revenged as if they 
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enjoyed the balmy comforts of ſleep 
which had been for ſome time, through 
anxiety of mind, denied them. Pia- 
nelli alone was reſtleſs ; the treachery 
of thoſe he had confided in, the rank 
and credit of thoſe impoſtors on whom 


had been common men, and the ma- 
nifeſt interpoſition of providence to- 
wards Miſs Rivers, employed his 
ſleepleſs hours till morning, when he 
aroſe, and viſited ſeveral of his falſe 
friends who had aſſiſted in deceiving 
him, and gave them to underſtand 


ſufficiently their maſks were dropped 


off, and their real characters ſtood 


revealed. 


Three days after the Marchioneſs' 
viſit to Louiſa ſhe came to fee. her 


again, and informed her of the confe- | 
rence ſhe had with the King about t 
the mad ; and that His Ma- 


* 


7; ] 

jeſty ſeemed perfectly pleaſed with hep 
_ reſigning it, though he was of opinion 
it appeared rather capricious on the 

lady's fide, after having ſolicited all 
| her friends to aſſiſt her in obtaining it, 
oy all of a ſudden ſhe ſhould decline 

that ſhe aſſured the King, Mifs 

Risen had never entertained an idea 
that way, but entirely to the contrary; 
ſhe had been in tears, ever ſince 1 It had 
been propoſed to her; and gave at the 
{ame time a gentle hint that De la 
| Noirceur had his views in repreſenting 
things to His Majeſty as he had done. 
+ Then it muſt have proceeded from 
« zeal to ſerve her,” replied the King; 
for no longer than yeſterday both. - 
* he and Colonel La Marche made 
e the ſtrongeſt applications to me in 
her behalf that poſſibly could be 
% made, which however were inef- 
« fetual; and the lady is entirely 
free. La Marina is the perſon 1 

| E6 :- „ have 
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+. have e upon: TY conti- 
i His Majeſty, ** I ſhould be glad 
to ſee this phenomenon of nature; 
„do you think ſhe would refuſe ap- 
66 pearing in the drawing room when 
« introduced by 1 vou?“ that, ſhe had 
anſwered His Majeſty, Miſs Rivers 
would be too ſenſible of that honour 
not to obey his commands : ſo prepare 
yourſelf, my dear, for a viſit to court ; 
Tl conduct you there and back again 
to your home. Louiſa thanked the 
Marchioneſs a thouſand times for her 
generous | aſſiſtance and dekverance 
from the hated project, and added, : 
the: Was entirely at her devotion ; the 
might faſhion and mould her as ſhe 
thought proper. — © Say you ſo, my 
dear Miſs Rivers, replied the 
8 Marchioneſs; then I'll take you : at 
« your word.” 1 | | 
Some company being announced to 
Madame Pianelli, ſhe left the room 


to 
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to receive them below ſtairs, as ſhe 
could not introduce them into the 


drawin g room. 


Madame de Polignac was no ſooner 
alone with Louiſa than ſhe made her 
a propoſal of living with her, as her 


friend and companion : :* 


(e 


( 


6c 


(e 


(* 


ſuch a ſimilarity in our way of 


thinking, and in our inclinations, 


* 


that there is not the leaſt doubt but 


we muſt be happy. I have no chil- 
dren, and long have I endeavoured 
to find out a perſon of good under» 
- ſtanding, ſtrict morals, chearful diſ- 
poſition, and poſſeſſed of ſome ta- 
lents, to vary rational amuſements, 
and partake of them in their turn 
A ſearch which has hitherto proved 
fruitleſs, till I had the pleaſure of 


ſeeing you. — In you, Miſs Rivers, 
all that is good and amiable is cen- 


tered — Long have I heard. your 
excellent qualities ang diſpoſition 
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mentioned, but my maxim had 
ever been not to judge from public 


report, till ſtimulated with a deſire 
to ſerve you in your apprehended 


tottering ſituation, and urged to it 


by the beſt of men, the Marquis de 


Polignac, I came to you, ſaw you, 


and was charmed by you —I then 


did juſtice to what Fame had pro- | 
claimed about you, and found you 


ſtill more deſerving than the enco- 
miums which were every where 
beſtowed on you. Tell me, then, 


my dear girl, but with your wonted 
candour and ingenuouſnefs, have 


you any objection to leave Signor 


and Madame Pianelli, and change 
their habitation for mine, ſhould 


they approve of it? Vou owe them 


every thing, and J would ſooner 


forego the happineſs I promiſe my- 
elf in your ſociety, than that you 
ſhould deviate in the ſmalleſt ſtep 
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from that duty you owe them, or 
that you ſhould act againſt their, 
or your own, inclination. — Should 
they refuſe their conſent, you are 
bound to oblige them by remaining 
+ where you are; and, in that caſe, 


I will be your protectreſs, and your 
friend; I will publicly own you as 
my adopted daughter, introduce you 


in the world as ſuch, and ſpend as 


many hours as I can with you, 


though your reſidence ſhall be Sig- 1 


nor Pianelli's houſe.— Should they, 
on the other hand, aſſent to my 
wiſhes, which 1 fincerely hope for, 
I will then ſettle ſuch a penſion on 
you as becoming Captain Rivers” 


daughter, and the Marquis de Po- 


lignac's adopted child; your hours 


ſhall be your own, nor thall you be 


conſtrained to favour me with your 
company, agreeable as it will al- 
ways prove to me, more than your 

1 „ inclination 
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| „ ſhall vifit the good Pianelli's, and 
| receive them at my houſe as often 
1 „as you ſhall think proper — You 
+ ſhall have your own apartments, 
_ «© ſee who you pleaſe ; being aſſured 


[8 ] 


4“ jnclinations will lead to it — You 


of your diſcretion ; nor will Jever 


' be an intruder there, but with your 

: % permiſſion. Anſwer me then, my 
N ſweet girl, do you approve of my 4 

« propoſals ? ”— — Oh, Madam, an- 6 
ſwered the diſtreſſed Louiſa, thus 1 

„on my knees let me thank that 

66 angelic goodneſs, who, in this god- T 

& like manner, hath vouchſafed to 6 
protect a fatherleſs, though not a 40 


6 friendleſs, child: but do not over- 
„ whelm me by this profuſion af 
ve; kindneſs, nor think me ungrateful 
« when I confeſs to you, that while 
© have breath, this life muſt be de- 
« voted to my good, my kind friends, 
N the Pianelli 85 unleſs a father's au- 
5 . ol OW * thority 
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thority claims me; or that Signor 
Pianelli ſhould, through miſguided 
love for me, conſtraia me to follow 


a line of life my ſoul abhors, the 


theatre — But as it is to them alone 
IJ owe what Iam, and that through 
their goodneſs J am poſſeſſed of 
tlioſe virtues which have attracted 
the eyes of a lady of your exalted 
mind, I mult be a wretch, could 1 


prefer the living in a ſplendid, 
courtly manner, and forſake thoſe 


to whom, next to the author of my 
being, all my gratitude and love is 
due. — Your protection, Madam, 
6 lifts me to that degree, of honour 
I never could have dared to aſpire; 


but, let me deſerve it — Grant it 
me—be my guide in all my actions 


but let me be worthy of it. Let 
me not heap ſorrow and afflictio:s 
on the head of that beſt of friends, 


Mrs, Pianelli; by the heart-racking 
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j | 46 thought that her Louiſa A ever 
[8 44 prove ungrateful, Or abandon Ber. 


| = * No, Madam, hitherto l have no- 

15 « thing to reproach myſelf with; | 
| i „ but could I entertain but an idea of f 
1 by «© my being capable of leaving them, 2 
2M «© unleſs at their own requeſts, and 
| j N 66 circumſtances required it, an ever- | * 
E ji) laſting ſting would gnaw this bo- , 
ZE « ſom, and rob it of its peace and 
. | tranquillity for ever.” 5 
Bi Here Louiſa pauſed, anxiouſly afraid 

k | of having offended the Marchioneſs: T 
1 | | but that amiable woman inſtantly ap- 
3 plied the balm of comfort, by taking 
1 her hand, and exclaimed. Oh! 9 
? | | „ Miſs Rivers, favourite of Heaven, 
WM { « ſuch exalted ſentiments were never 
3 | 5 before found in ſo young a breaſt. I. 
5 i Offended with you! oh, no. —[ br; 
1 0] eſteem and revere you infinitely We 
8 | | more ſince you gave me thoſe proots kin 


125 * the integrity of your heart and tha 
; 66 the 
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* the rectitude of your judgement; 
« and although I ſhall have greater 
« cauſe to regret the loſs of you, 
« knowing the ineſtimable treaſure 1 
« was endeavouring to acquire; yet, 
« far be it from me to cauſe one ſingle 
*-pang to that bolom where every 
virtue is centered, or to let but one 
ee tear drop from thoſe lovely eyes, 
„which I hope will bleſs the Pia» 
„ nelli's till a father's ſanction, or 
“ unforeſeen event, demands it — 
+ Then wipe thoſe tears, my dear, 
„ which gratitude and love occaſion, 
and make me happy by viſiting me 
66 now and then at my houſe, as YOu 
« will ever find a true friend, and, I 
„ may add, a mother, in me. 
The Marchioneſs then tenderly em- 
bracing Louiſa, dried thoſe tears which 
were falling in great profuſion at t h 
kind reply and ſoothing anſwers of 
that lady. Then trying to aſſuage 
| + 


+ au 
her grief as much as poſlible, they 


agreed together that Louiſa ſhould, at 
a proper opportunity, inform Mrs. 
Pianelli of this converſation; while 
the Marchioneſs, on her ſide, ſhould 


ſend for Pianelli, and acquaint him 


with. it alſo, as the Marchioneſs and 


Louiſa both abhorred the thoughts of 
clandeſtine proceedings. The Mar- 


chioneſs de Polignac then took her 
leave of Miſs Rivers, who ſhe begged 


would join Mrs. Pianelli and her com- 
pany, as it would increaſe her ely 
recovered ſpirits. 


| Loviſa having watched a ſuitable 
3 related word for word, what 
had paſſed between the Marchioneſs 
and herſelf to Madame Piauelli; that 


good woman exclaimed with joy, 


% 'Blefled be Heaven that hath raiſed 


| * my dear child ſo worthy a protec- 


6 treſs, ſuch a one as I have long 
« wiſhed for; and bleſſed be you, my 


he dear, 


Ty 
ce 
6c 
66 
ce 
61 
* 


. 


* 


C6 


. 


- 


66 


* 


6 
C6 
66 
66 
66 
oy 


6% 


* 


. 


co 


66 
66 


[4 


a 


- 


| + 


. 
dear, for your! un parallelled gratitude 
and affection to me and my huſband; 


we are both overpayed by the ma- 
ny happy hours your company and 
your amiable diſpoſition has afford- 


ed us; yet, dear as you are to me, 
and ever will be, I would with 
pleaſure reſign you to that beſt of 
women, Madame de Polignac, pro- 
vided I might ſee you frequently. 
Your youth, beauty, and figure, 
will find a much better aſylum 
under the roof of the Marchioneſs, 


than it can ever meet with here. 


The winter 1s approaching, and I 
foreſee many diſagreeable circum- 
ſtances our muſical concerts at 
home will bring with them. You 
again will be addreſſed, but moſt | 
probably you will reject all addreſ- 
tes; you know my huſband's zeal 
for your happineſs, and although he 
has twice proved a victim to fraud 

«und 


Ln] 


& and villany, yet tenacious as he is of 


„ his own opinion, it will be a hard 
& matter to convince him he favours 


„ a third error, which - undoubtedly 


vill create freſh uneaſineſs to us all; 


& cultivate, therefore, my dear Miſs 


« Rivers, as much as you can, the 


« frendſhip of Madame de Polignac, 


* 


that I may have the happineſs of 
_* ſeeing you ſettled according to your 


% merit, and my wiſhed-for ſatisfac- 
« tion, ſhould any diſagreeable event 
occur to render your abſence 
* neceſſary.” Miſs Rivers, perfectly 
affured of her friend's tenderneſs and 
affection for her, thanked her in the 
moſt obliging terms for her advice and 
caution, but added her wiſhes that 


nothing might happen to occaſion 


their ſeparation. 

Pianelli having received Madame 
de Polignac'e orders to wait on her, 
was Es by that lady of her pro- 

ls - ”_ 
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poſal to ) Miſs Rivers, and that id 
creature's refuſal, which was founded 


on thoſe noble ſentiments of love and 


gratitude towards bim and his wife, 


which did not permit her to enjoy 
grandeur and its appendages, at the 
expence of her ſincere affection and 


unfeigned eſteem for them both, and 
ſpoke ſo highly in the praiſe of Miſs 


Rivers, that Pianelli could not help 
exclaiming. Oh, Madam, was Miſs 
Rivers but ſenſible of her own hap- 
“ pineſs and glory, the could not but 


have accepted your gracious offer 


of the honour of living and reſiding 
„ with you.“ And ſo ſhe certain- 
„ly would,” replied the Marchioneſs 


% had ſhe not been attatched to you 


and your wife by ties which do her 


infinite honour to keep unbroken * 
and though I am grievouſly diſap- 


« pointed in not having her company, 


« yet I would not, for worlds, 
«© force 


Fl 


Ee 
« force her inclinations, or ſnatch 
her from the arms of thoſe of whom 
<< ſhe has always received parental care 
& and tenderneſs; not but that I flat- 
ter myſelf to have ſome ſhare in her 
6 affections, which I will to the ut- 
„ moſt of my power, endeavour to 
„improve, that if at any time Miſs 
. ** Rivers' ſeparation from you ſhould 
be judged neceſſary, ſhe may with 
& pleaſure and confidence, throw her- 
« ſelf into thoſe arms which will ever 
„be open to receive her.” 

Pianelli's heart leaped with joy at 
the happy proſpect which now await- 
ed his much-eſteemed Louiſa ; for as 
he built all her felicity on grandeur, 


—_ 


he imagined that was ſhe but once a g 
reſident at the hotel de Polignac, that hi 
the prime of the French noblefle would os 
do her homage, and lay their hands, 


hearts, and fortunes, at her feet. 
With theſe ideas he returned home, 
| and 


hs 
. 


„„ I 
and finding Miſs Rivers at the harp- 
ſichord playing one of his favourite 
airs, his imaginary reſolution of part- 
ing with her, inſtantly forſook him, 
and as ſhe finiſhed playing. Oh, 
+ Madam,” cried he, was I poor, 
« diſtreſſed, nay naked, that finger 
of yours, if heard by judicious per- 
„ ſons, would raiſe me to the pinna- 
& cle of riches and grandeur.” Lou- 
iſa bowed thanks for this compliment, 
and riſing from her ſeat, placed her- 
ſelf on the ſopha next to Madame 
Pianelli, to whom her huſband gave 
a detail of his converſation with Ma- 
dame de Polignac. He thanked Lou- 
iſa a thouſand times for the affectionate 
gratitude of her expreſſions relating to 
himſelf and his wife, which ſhe had 
uttered to that lady, who is in rap- 
tures with your noble way of think- 
ing, and can be only equalled in ſub- 
„ limity of ſentiments to yourſelf. 
V _.- 6 Never 
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Never was there more harmony com- 


bined in two ſouls, than in yours, 
and in that of Madame de Polignac; 
you were born for each other, and it 
is a pity two roofs ſhould divide 


you: but can I part with ſuch a 


treaſure, who inſpires me at once 


with reverence, affection, and ad- 


miration? Oh, no. Though when 
J was with the lady, I promiſed, 


in order to make you happy, to 


uſe all my influence in perſuading 


you to leave this humble manſion, 


and enter into one where refined 
Friendſhip, contentment and gran- 


deur, extended their arms to re- 
receive you; but that excellent 


woman forbade me, on pain of her 
diſpleaſure, ever to make uſe of | 


either influence or perſuaſion— 


Miſs Rivers“ choice,” added ſhe, 


muſt and ſhall be free with regard 
to me and happy am I in this 


25 particular, 


© ws 


Particular, for I could not part with 
« you.” —“ Nor ever ſhall,” ' replied 
Louiſa, „if you continue in this way 
«6..of thinking nens * free 
% choice.” - 

Madame Pianelli, who had liſtened 
to this converſation with infinite de- 
light, took her hand, and having 


preſſed it affectionately between hers, 
ſaid, ** fear no compulſion, my 
„dear; your own choice ſhall entire- 


„ly direct you in time to come.” 
Miſs Rivers the next day, waited 
on Madame De Polignac, who' had 
ſent her carriage to fetch her, and 
was by her introduced to the Marquis 
her huſband, who received her with 
the moſt reſpectful politeneſs, and 
converſed with her for above an hour, 
equally charmed with her perſon and 
underſtanding ; when his duty called 
bim to court, and with regret he left 


the ladies. The Marchioneſs then beg- 5 


„„ ged 
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cloſet, and chuſe, out of the many 


ſent her as ſoon as Her dreſs was ready. 
« And,” added ſhe, that dreſs, 
with every article belonging to it, 
« you mult give me the ſatisfaftion 
of accepting from me”—and ſeeing 
Louiſa confuſed and going to reply, 
«© No apologies, my dear,” 
+ _- - ſhe, no excuſes — You told me [ 
=—_ might mould and faſhion you as [ 
Bi pleaſed, and it in this inſtance alone 
if © T intend to uſe this permiſſion” — 
76 So ſaying, ſhe took her hand and con- 


diſplayed the moſt brilliant filks glit- 


38 | Vvying each other in the beauty of their 
N 5 colours and elegance of their patterns. 
1 All other ornaments conſtituting the 

compleat 


ged af Louiſa to ſtep with her into a : 


elegant pieces of ſilk ſhe had ſent for, 
one to appear in at Verſailles, where, 


by the King's deſire, ſhe was to pre- 


continued - 


"Wa ducted her into the cloſet, where laid 


tering with gold and filver, and out- 


f ao» 1 

compleat court dreſs, were there like- 

wiſe opened for Louiſa's choice, who | 1 
begged to be directed in this important | 4 
circumſtance by that of the Marchio- 9 
neſs, who, on her fide, infifted ſhe 
ſhould conſult her own taſte. Louiſa, 
ever fond of neatneſs and fimplicity, 
choſe a white filk ſpotted with ſilver; 
and in all other appendages belonging 
to it ſhewed ſuch an excellent diſcern- 
ment in fancy, that Madame de Po- 
lignac complimented her highly upon AJ 
it, and ſaid, ** I ſhall lend you ſome _ | 
« of my diamends to make your firſt 


= *© appearance in, to ſhew you my af- 
| *© feQtion for you;” but in this Lou- 
ſſa earneſtly entreated to be excuſed ; 


Diamonds, ſhe ſaid, are un- 

. | becoming my ſituation ; the wear- ] 
- *© ing of them would only prejudice | 
r | * me in the minds of thoſe who now _ 4 
„look favourably upon me, as it will bh 
e + be attributed entirely to my vanity. 
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* The generous part of mankind wilt 
% Have a much more urgent proof of 
your regard and affection, and the 
protection with which you honour 
„mie, than the moſt glittering jewel 
can effectuate, which, on the con- 
t trary, might create envy, and raiſe 
% me enemies. Let me, then, be 
„ diſtinguiſhed, my dear Madam, as 
the happy object of your attention, 
in which alone ] place all my hap- 
«© pinefs, and not by ſhining in orna- 
% ments“. Muſt F then for ever 
* be outdone in rational judgement 
e by you, Miſs Rivers?“ exclaimed: 
the Marchieneſs; © but, my charming 
* girl, you ſhall not always have your 
on way, and I infiſt on your ac- 
<6 cepting this as a ſmall teſtimony 
66: of that affect ion you ſet fo high a 
, value upon, and beg you will do 
me the pleaſure of wearing it on 
«6 your breaſt Whenever you ſhall 
$8.3: | <: © 1 Judge 


« 7 


4 3} 

* judge proper.” With theſe words 
the preſented Louiſa with her picture, 
ſet for a' locket, and enriched with 
large brilliants. Miſs Rivers“ grate- 
ful heart overflowed at her eyes, and 


only ſpoke her thanks for this pecu- 


har mark of the lady's favour, Her 
voice being denied all utterance, and 
kiſſing that hand- which beſtowed ſo 
valuable a proof of it, at laſt fad with 
a faultering voice, May heavert 
«© make me deſerving of ſo much 
« goodneſs.” The Marehioneſs kind- 


— 


1y embraced her, and ſaid, + You 
have too humble an opinion: of your- 
« ſelf, my dear; it is L who am the 


« obliged perſon, not you !: but the 
% mantuamakers, milliners &e. are all 
0 below ſtairs ; ſhall I ſend for them 
up to take your meaſure * to which 


Louiſa aſſented. 


Theſe preparations being tied; it 
was 5 tefolved by the Marchioneſs that 
EO 4 | the 


RE 
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the Sunday following, the would ts 
up Miſs Rivers from Pianelli's houſe, 


and eſcort her to Verſailles ; and, af- 


ter a little more converſation, theſe 


amiable friends ſtepped into the car- 
riage, and the Marchioneſs de Polignac 


having ſet Miſs Rivers down at her 
home, ſhe paid jome vilits, and re- 


| turned to the hotel. 


Pianelli was frantic with joy at the 
approaching honour which awaited 


his favourite, and tookcare all his friends 
ſuppoſed, or real, ſhould be informed 
of it, in hopes that thoſe who had 


never ſeen her yet, would in crouds | 
line the road to Verſailles, to have a 
fight of her; as alſo that it might 


conduce to a numerous aflembly in 


the drawing room. He was not alto- 
gether miſtaken ; for Miſs. Rivers' 
name, beauty, and accompliſhments, 


were the topic of general converſation: 


it was not, then, to be wondered at, 
| „ that 


- 


T3 - 
that more. people paid their devoirs to 
his Majeſty that morning than uſual.. "i 
The wiſhed -for day (by Pianelli) ar- 
rived ; and Madame de Polignac ſtop- 
ping with her carriage to ake up Louiſa, 
that young lady came down the ſtairs: / 
handed by Pianelli, and looked like a 
divinity itſelf. Her dreſs was entirely 
white, the filver ſpots: excepted; with 
which it was ſprinkled : no colour a- 
bout her but the lovely natural bloom 
in her cheeks and lips; for not being: 
2 French lady, the complying. with the 
faſhion of weariug rouge, ſhe thought: 1 
might be diſpenſed with. A plume of 
white feathers adorned her head; and 
her neck had no other ornament than 
the picture of the Marchioneſs, which 
hung ſuſpended by a narrow black fil 
ſtring, and formed ſuch a contraſt to 


the ſnowy whiteneſs of her boſom, as 3 ö 
dazzled the eyes of all beholders. f 


%  m—_ 


FIT 
Madame de Polignac herſelf was- 
ſtruck with ber beautiful appearance, 
having never ſeen her before but in 
plain muſlin or dimity dreſſes; and 
cried out, „ Miſs Rivers, I never ſaw 
4 you look ſo well in my life.” Pia- 
nelli, exulting at the multitude of peo- 
ple which had gathered round his houſe, 
handed her into the coach, bowing moſt 
reſpeAfully to both ladies, who drove 
off for Verſailles, where he immedi- 
-ately followed them, as he was deter- 
mined to be both an ocular and an au- 
ricular witneſs to the praiſes his young 
lady was to receive. Madame de Po- 
lignac commended Louiſa for not ha- 
ving made uſe of rouge; for no arti- 
« ficjal red,” ſaid ſhe, „can be com- 
« pared to the delicate bloom in your 
& cheeks, which will ſtill be heightened 
% through your natural timidity, and 
4% having. never appeared in ſuch an 
* avguſt aſſembly before.“ She ad- 
. Wo mired 
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mired her likewiſe for not having her 
boſom entirely uncovered, which' was 
then the reigning faſhion among the 
ladies, though ſhe herſelf never imi- 
tated it. In ſhort, there was not an 
article in her dreſs, on which. that a- 
miable lady did not beſtow a thouſand 
encomiums, to the great ſatisfaction of 
Louiſa, to find her own taſte and faney 
correſponded ſo n with that of. 
the Marchioneſss. 

The roads to Verſailles were es- 
tually crouded with all ranks of people: 
and though there generally was a great 
concourſe of curious perſons -defirous - RK 
of ſeeing the nobility go to court, yet 
the multitude! was uncommonly great = 
that day, as Pianelli had foreſeen, to 5 
whom it was partly owing, as not an 
acquaintance of his had been left un- 
ſolicited to take a trip to Verſailles. 
The ladies being arrived, the Mar- 
chioneſs retained Miſs Rivers for a fe“ 

2 * 6 moments 


i 
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0 * in 6 ther antichamber, previous 


to her conducting her into the drawing 


room; for although Louiſa was en- 
tirely diveſted of that kind of fear, re- 
lating to her behaviour before her fu- 


periors, as, excluſive of the inſtructions 
"the had from the Marchioneſs of the 


etiquette to be obſerved there, ſhe was 
ſenſible that polite manners, and a mo- 
deſt behaviour, were the chief qualities 


to inſure a good reception either at 


court or elſewhere. But notwithſtand- 
ing this juſt way of thinking, her heart 
was in a ſtrange palpitation, knowing 


the motive which led her to court, the 


King's commands proceeding from cu- 
rioſity. The rumour which her late 
pretended engagement had occafioned, 

would bring many there that morning, 
from the fame ſource, curiofity. The 
looks of hundreds, to which the was 


to be fubject; and, laſtly, the preſence 


of the Princeſs de Courci, who, with 
ihe IN 0. the 
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the Prince her huſband, and Colonel 


La Marche, would greatly add to her 


confuſion. As to the Princefs, her ap- 
prehenſions of ſeeing her were trifling, 
when compared to the look of the 


Prince and the Colonel ſhe had to en- 


dure, as ſhe had not any animoſity a- 
gainſt that lady, but ſome pity, as her 


diſlike of her originated merely from 
the weakneſs of ber underſtanding: : 
-but the men filled her with indignation, 
for having dared to entertain ideas with 
regard to her fo injurious to her ho- 
nour. Madame de Polignac perceiv- 
ing by Louiſa's countenance the agita- 
tion of her gentle boſom, of which ſne 


requeſted to be informed, kept her 
therefore in the antichamber till ſhe had 
encouraged her by ſaying, there was 


nothing to fear from the Prince or La. 
Marche, who were both finiſhed hypo- 
erites, when before the King; and who 
"OO beſides conſcious of their guilt, - 


17 would 


9 
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would be both Aruck with reverence at 


her appearance: 80 ſuperior is ex- 
* alted virtue to concealed. villany,” 


added ſhe. Louiſa, thus comforted and 


ſupported, followed her conductreſs into 
the drawing room, where ſhe no ſooner 
appeared than all eyes were turned upon 


her, and a confuſed noiſe of whiſpering, 


and half-heard expreſſions of amaze- 

ment, were diffuſed through the room, 
like the ruſtling of leaves moved by the 
gentle wind. Madame de Polignac, un- 


mindful of this ſcene, preſſed forward 


with her lovely charge into the cirele, 
where- meeting with the King, ſhe; in 
the moſt affeCtionate, tender, and ma- 
ternal manner, preſented her as a young 


Engliſh lady of faſhion, and daughter 


to the brave Captain Rivers. His Ma- 


jeſty, amazed at the figure and beauty 
of Louiſa, received her with diſtin- 
guiſhed attention, and obligingly added, 


75 was no longer h at the un- 
„ common 


1 1711 ] Tots 


common number of his good friends, 


who had favoured him with their com- 


pany that morning, as it was certainly 


owing te the appearance of that-blazing 


ſtar Madame de Polignac had intro-- 
duced there: for which he in particular 
was obliged to her, as he never was ſo 
happy as when ſurrounded by mmi: 


tudes of his loving ſubjects. Fhus, in 


complimenting, Miſs Rivers, each in- 
dividual found themſelves likewiſe in- | 
cluded in their Sovereign's affection. 


Then addreſſing that young lady, ſaid 


to her, * As you would be an ornament 


to any court in Europe, it is-in dur 


„power, Madam, to procure me the 
“ ſatisfaction of having this apartment 


always thus agreeably filled, by fre- 


„ quently repeating your viſits here; 
„ for which Madame de Polignac and 


. yourſelf will not only receive my 


«« particular thanks, but thoſe of this 


* whole illuſtrious circle.” - Louiſa 


es TD 1 bowed, 


f 


” EY 
— 


n 
1— tt 


N TT ws J 


"IE 
- 


* 
4 l « © 5 9 5 1 SO 
Lo * * — 5 0 N 5 * 2 q | ** : < = % 2 — "2 "FE; 
. ** * _ — — ͥ ũꝗ or ne —— — — 


* " z_- \ 4 Ads. _. - 
: PS —— . ” = — Reds. 4. 
10 7 A — 
2 - n i of EY be . * 8 TY N 
"a > 0 ONE N — * 3 by l : l 
bs A 1 "—_ — - c Se CG Sol e þ l =-= =_ 
v aa e rr of © oe ans . N , — — 2 — yy 0 ll = = by - 
: 5 Wa n » is * . r 9 ö - | 4 R 1 
r 2 FI WP rr > TITS * 2 R 8 1 r N * 1 . SELF: - 7 n g i 
pr] 9 o * IX; 9 ATA $2 83 A . ä R «ID * 8 2 4 
5 2 * . oP — L * 1 > A J — 5 FRY Xx? LY. N 7 85 « 3 7 * ; 7 © 3a 
» * * 2 4 
* . * 5 4 4 : 4 q = 
” * we ti 1 * 
R U 2 7 *r 9 1 a, 
— 4 _— — 2 * 3 , * : 4 e - 1 
ho — Bn, NAA ere, ——— b # 1 1 k * * ON "8 
5 . I 7 8 73 ++ : -D 
* * * is 4 * 4 
1 TT. * V R. 
* « e 7 
_ * c b 
* " 5 * 2 
- : 
% f > 
7 * 
- = * 
* = 
% 
* 
* % 


9 * : ets RA 2 
5 — * "py, 
+ ! 


= —— — 
1 ” 
3 0 — 


bowed, and only with her eyes thanked 
his Majeſty for the honour he did her. 
And as chiefly in France the voice of 


the King is the voice of the people, ſo 
immediately all thoſe who ſurrounded 


her teſtified their approbation of his 
Majefty's ſpeech, by 'the complaiſant 
and affectionate looks with which they 


all beheld her. Loviſa's amiable mo- 


deſty, on this occaſion, gained her the 


hearts of almoſt every one there; nay, 


the King himſelf owned in ſecret, he 


had never ſeen any woman upon earth 
ſo compleatly lovely as Miſs Rivers. — 


Madame de Polignac then led Miſs Ri- 
vers out of the circle, to make room 


for the ladies and gentlemen who had 


not then paid their reſpects to his Ma- 
jeſty; and conducted her to one end 
of the room, where the Marquis de 
Polignac immediately joined them, and 


had but juſt leiſure to compliment 


Louiſa on her matchleſs and amiable 
| | conduct 
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condult when before the King, ere PP” 


were ſurrounded by a numerous train 


of both ſexes, who all congratulated 


Madame de Polignac on the acquiſition 
of ſo amiable a charge, and extolled 


the goodneſs of her. heart in having 


adopted her. The Princeſs de Courci 


likewiſe came up to them, and with a 


ſeeming kindneſs told Louiſa, ſhe was 


glad to ſee her: then, by a ſlight cur- 


teſy to Madame de Polignac, ſthewed 
but too much how greatly ſhe envied 
that lady the deferving encomiums every 


well-meaning heart beſtowed on her ; 


of which ſhe might herſelf have been 
the object, if a generous confidence 3 in 


Louiſa's virtue had taken place of. her 


mean and miſplaced jealouſy. The 
Prince de Courci and Colonel La Marche, 
as the Marchioneſs had foreſeen, con- 
tented themſelves with only reſpectfully 
bowing to Miſs Rivers: : neither of them 


Gared to approach her, or ſpeak a ſingle 


word | 
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her to introduce them to Lonuifa, and 


hardened: impoftor could'not ſupport it; 


MW - 
word to her, although they both talk- 
ed to the Marchioneſs, whoſe rank 


claimed the etiquette of being addreſſed. 


Many ladies and gentlemen entreated: 


begged the honour of her acquaintance, 
with which that lady graciouſſy com- 
plied, but to thofe only which ſhe her- 
felf diſtinguifhed' among the good and 
virtuous :: even De la Noirceur had 
the unparallelled effrontery to ſolicit 
that honour of her: but Madame de 
Polignac, without giving him a ſyl- 
lable of anſwer, teſtified ſo much de- 
teſtation of him by her looks, that this 


and that face, which, for upwards of w 
thirty years, had been proof againſt MW in 


bluſhes, was in an inſtant turned as red 10 
as ſcarlet; and he retiring that mo- it, 
ment, and mixing with the croud, n fla 
mw no more of him. 5 dre 


| Lou, con 


E 8 
Louiſa, being thus relieved from alt 
thoſe who had intimidated her, was lefs. 
embarraſſed, and of courſe looked more 
chearful. It was then her beauty ſhew- - 


ed itſelf in its greateſt luſtre, which 


again threw her into an embarraſſment, 
as all eyes were continually fixed upon 
her. And when the Marcbionefs figni- 


| fied to her, her intention of returning 


home, the fmile with which ſhe re- 


ceived the intelligence, denoted but too 
well how mnch her innate modeſty 


had ſuffered, by having been, for near 
two hours, the univerfal object of al- 


moſt the whole drawing- room: ſhe 
therefore followed Madame de Polignac 

| with pleafure. As there were many. 
inclined likewiſe to leave the drawing- 


room, and others but juſt coming into- 


it, it was rather difficult to reach the 


ſtairs, in the going down which Louiſa 
dropped her fan. Several were the 
competitors who ſtooped to raiſe the 
oP 


: 1 6T 
golden prize, and preſent it to her. 
5 One, however, could only have that 
honour ; which was a gentleman of 
| about four and twenty years of age, of 
{l an elegant figure, and the moſt amiable 
h \ countenance. He was aſcending the 
ſteps as Louiſa deſcended; and as he was 


(8 as remarkble in his perſon as Louiſa 

] was in hers, they mutually noticed 

1 | each other in the fame moment. The 

; ſatisſaction he felt in taking up the fan, tr 
and the preſenting her with it, beamed | rc 


in his eyes; and with a faultering voice, in 
0 and rather a foreign accent, teſtified to th 
ber the happineſs he had in reſtoring it. bc 
1 Louiſa thanked him in the moſt polite w. 
| mamanner, bluſhing at the ſame time like the 
| the morning roſe ; for which ſhe her- Ri 
1 ſelf could not account, unleſs it pro- the 
bi |  eceded from her thinking him an Eng- wh 
|  liſhman, as his pronunciation ſeemed | obj 

to anounce. e 6 mo 
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As Madame de Polignac was univer- 


ſally reſpected, ſo there were many 
gentlemen ready for the honour of 


helping her into her carriage. Miſs 


Rivers likewiſe had ſeveral offers of 
hands to the ſame purpoſe: and being 


at laſt arrived at the outer court, and 


juſt ſtepping into the coach, ſaw, to 
her great ſurpriſe, the ſame genleman 
who had before attracted her notice, 
inſtead of going into the drawing- 


room, as appeared to have been his 


intention, following of her almoſt to 
the carriage door, where he reſpectfully 
bowed to her, and remained as if he 
was rivetted to the place from whence 


the carriage had juſt departed. Miſs 


Rivers attributed this trivial incident to 
the curiofity of knowing who ſhe was, 


which had been all that morning the 
object of inquiry, and — no 


more about it. 


Madame 
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5 Madame FU Poligwac took her Lane 
Re her and the Marquis, 
having no other company with them 
that day. They being both engaged 
o [ out in the evening, he to ſome of his 
1 -* friends, and the lady to a ſpiritual 


| concert. The Marquis propoſed to ; 
i! 5 his wife to beg Miſs Rivers would ac- 1 
' company her thither, but that pru- 1 
pp dent woman thought 1 it more judicious - 
j | for the young lady to ſtay at home, 4 
+ than thus a ſecond time, and in the 6 


ſame day, ſhew herſelf to ſo much . 
company.“ What do you ſay, Miſs 66 
« Rivers; are you not of my opi- © 
& nion?“ — © Entirely ſo, Madam,” " 


replied the, © and am much obliged MW < 
p „to you for this conſideration.” & 
Wi Dinner over, and the ſervants with- 6 
i drawn, both the Marquis and the 66 
þ Marehioneſs de Polignac congratulated. MW *< 
* - Miſs Rivers on the impreſſion ſhe had M M. 
is made on His Majeſty. The Marquis thi 
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in particular ſaid, that the King, hav- 


ing drawn him aſide, told him he ne- | 
ver had felt ſo mortified in his life, on 


ſeeing Miſs Rivers, and conſidering 
that ever any man could be ſuch an 
idiot as to propoſe her for a theatre; 


and that De la Noirceur muſt have 
had ſomething elſe in view in having 


ſo My ata recommended her to him 


— © Surely he could not entertain an 


idea that this lady ever would be- 
% come a ſecond Madame de Pompa- 
« dour! I muſt talk to De Courca 
6 about it —and if I find it ſo, De la 
4 Noirceur will repent even to have 
% formed a thought, that a woman, 


« who from her perſonal and mental 


qualities would adorn a throne, 
„ ſhould ever have had her delicacy 


66 offended by, the bare mentioning; of 


ſo black a propoſal !* '— Both the 


Marchioneſs and Louiſa rejoiced at 


this declaration of the King's, as it 
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would entirely baniſh all fears they 


might elſe have entertained in future 
on that account. 
Louiſa then, at the requeſt of ber 


noble friends, ſat down to the harpſi- 
chord, and performed in her uſual 
ſtile of excellence; at which the Mar- 


quis, who had never heard her before, 
expreſſed his amaſement and fatisfac- 
tion at the 1 he had received 
from it. 

The hour cacti for fulfilling 
their reſpective engagements, the Mar- 
chioneſs took Miſs Rivers into her 


carriage to conduct her home, and the 
Marquis ſtepped into his to join his 


Party. 

Pianelli, ho at his return Hina 
Verſailles, where he always had a 
privilege to appear from his eminence 
in his profeſſion, was almoſt mad with 
joy at the praiſe and encomiums he 
tad heard on all ſides beſtowed on 

„„ 


2 ] 


Miſs Rivers. No, not one, ſaid 


he, „but what allowed her to be the 


„ phoenix of her ſex” — And was in 
the midſt of his narration to his wife 


when the Marckioneſs' carriage ſtopped 


at- his door. Down ſtairs he flew in | 


an inſtant to receive Louiſa, who he 


conducted with as much reſpect into 


his wife's apartment as if ſhe had been 
the Marchioneſs herſelf. Louiſa di- 
rectly ran to Madame Pianelli, who 


affection imaginable, and gave her in 
her turn, a faithful detail of all that 


ly rejoiced. Pianelli then again took 
the word, and recapitulated the names 
of all thoſe gentlemen and ladies who 
had made i inquiries about Louiſa; and 


Evgliſh nobleman had not applied to 


Vor. II. « follow 


G 


ſhe embraced with the moſt friendly 
had happened, or had been faid to 


ber, at which this good woman great- 


added, with regret, that a young 


him for information. 1 ſaw him 
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. follow you to the carriage,” con- 
tinued he, at which his attention 
« ſeemed to be fixed till out of ſight, 
* when he moved his flow ſteps to- 
% wards the drawing room, and 1 
« pot into my coach: and I have 
„ been informed, that upon inquiry 
after you, he was told you was 
4 Mademoiſelle De la Riviere, a | 
* niece of the Marchioneſs de Polig- 
% nac.“ — © J am ſorry he had not 
* more correct information about me,” 
replied Miſs Rivers; he probably 
„ might be a relation of mine, Viſ- 
„ count Rivers” — . No,” anſwered 
Pianelli, „his name is Belmont ; ; and 
he is an Earl. He is going to Italy, 
0 and has been but a week in Paris. 

„He was preſented but laſt Sunday WW at 
a at court, and came to take leave to- W no 
« day: during his week's ſtay he has ye 
« formed no connections, but em- ¶ con 


66 ployed all his time in ſeeing what - the 
| yh ever 


O 


ES 
* ever was curious and remarkable 
'$6 here, and within twenty miles of 
„ Paris, reſerving for his return the 
* enjoyment of public amuſements, . 
ö « and the being introduced to our 
, „ noblefle.” 

* Company then coming in, it pre- 


s vented Miſs Rivers acquainting Pia- 
2 nelli with her deſire of having ſome 
more information about Lord Belmont, 


as ſhe had a ſtrong preſentiment of his 
being her couſin : however in this ſne 
was undeceived before the evening 
was over, by one of the ladies there, 
who acquainted her that ſhe knew his 
mother, the Lady Dowager Belmont, 
of whom he was an only ſon, per- 
fectly well, having viſited her when 
at Aix la Chapelle, when this young 
nobleman was no more than twelve 
years old. Louiſa ſighed at this diſ- 
courſe, as it brought to her recollec- 
the unkind negligence of her relations 

, . towards 5 
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towards her, and the almoſt certainty 


of her never ſeeing her father. Mrs. 
Pianelli perceived it, eee 


changed the ſubject. 


After this day, Miſs Rivers con- 
ſtantly viſited Madame de Polignac 
four times a week; went to the opera, 
the play, and private concerts with her, 


and frequently accompanied her in her 


viſits. Their affect ion and eſteem for 


each other increaſed daily and an in- 
cident happened at Pianelli's houſe, 
which gave Miſs Rivers an opportu- 


nity of exchanging it for that of the 
Marchioneſs, without abating or di- 


miniſhing in the leaſt her love and 


tenderneſs for the good Mrs. Pianelli. 


As Pianelli bad a liberal ſpirit, and 
thought he never could entertain his 


friends too well, ſo he at laſt found 
out, that his expences exceeded his year- 
ly income, which was far from being 


agreeable to him, though it was always 


- EN 1 


To. 


[ ws. ] 

in his power to repair any breach in his 
fortune, by attention to his incompa=- 
rable muſical compoſitions. He like- 
wiſe had an.offer to qualify two young 
ladies for the opera, as their fortunes 
were ſmall, and their talents that way 
great. As muſic was his idol, and his 
_ prudence, on the other hand, ſuggeſted 
to him, that a hundred Louis d'ors for 

a twelvemonth's teaching were not to 
be deſpiſed, he did not heſitate an in- 

ſtant, but agreed with the parents of 
the young women to teach them at his 
own houſe, as well for their improve- 
ment as for his own convenience. This 
arrangement produced a great change 
of company at his houſe ; as four times 
a week, when his pupils-came to be 
inſtrudted, who made a moſt prodigiouſ- 
ly rapid progreſs, there were none but 
theatrical people ſeen, and ſome among 

them not of the ſtricteſt morals, This 
proved exceedingly irkſome to Louiſa; 
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for although ſhe endeavoured as much 
as laid in her power to paſs thoſe days 

with Madame de Polignac, yet had ſhe 
not always licenſe for it, as Pianelli 
choſe to be obliged with her eompany 
now and then in his turn, elpecially 


when he wiſhed her to Join. in. their 
concerts, which ſhe could by no means. 
refufe, and even endeavoured: to com- 
ply chearfully with his requeſt. Mrs. 
Pianelli faw with the utmoſt regret the 


different fort of viſitors which now fre- 


quented her houſe ; but as they were 
all muſical, Pianelli was in his glory: 
not but that there were among them 
ſeveral gentlemen and ladies of honour, 


| faſhion, and fortune; but the greateſt 


part of them were ſuch as ſhe did not 
wiſh them to be; and ſhe therefore of- 


ten urged. Miſs Rivers to go out, in 


order to avoid the mixture: and be- 
ſides gave feveral hints how much 


more drſirable the Hotel de Polignac 


would 
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would prove as a refidorive for her than 
their now humbled habitation 3 which 
hints Louiſa generally received with 
pain, as ſhe was ſincerely attached to 
her, notwithſtanding her eſteem and 
regard for the Marchioneſs augmented 
daily. A circumſtance however, o- 
eurred, which made her at once take 

the reſolution of exchanging Pianelli's 
houſe for that of the hotel; it was 
nothing lefs than a freſh; ſolicitation of 
dis in favour of a rich-farmer-general, 
or contractor. He poſſeſſed immenſe 
treaſutes, and was deeply in love with 
her. Louiſa, fearing that the frequent 
refuſals ſhe had made Pianelli, might 
one time or other irritate him, and 
tum his friendſhip into hatred,” wiſely - 
followed her friend's. advice, tore her- 
ſelf with anguiſh from Mrs. Pianelli's 
arms, who as well as her huſband con- 
ſented to her leaving them, as he could 
not prevail with her to marry Mon- 
„ ficur 


— 
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* Groſboeuf, Ray went to the "TRY 


chioneſs, who received her with inex- » 
preſſible pleaſure, 27. 5 
Behold our heroine now moving! in 1 

. a ſphere ſhe was born to have adorned. . 
Loving and beloved by the Marquis , 


and his Lady, and all thoſe who had 
the pleaſure of her acquaintance; and 
ſaw Mrs. Pianelli as often as ſhe pleaſed 
at the Hotel, where her huſband was 
often intreated to preſide at a private 
concert, in which ſeveral ladies, gentle- 
men, Madame de Polignac, and Louiſa 
were performers. That young lady 
had juſt attained her ſeventeenth year, 
but her judgment and diſcretion: ſur- 
paſſed thoſe who had tripled that 
number. She viſited every where with 
Madame de Polignac, and, like her eny 
joyed ſolitude, whenever that lady pre- 
ferred her cloſet and retirement. Then 
again they would meet, read to each 
other, play upon the barp or any other 
inſtru- 
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inſirument, compare their drawings. 


the Marchioneſs to Verſailles: the un- 


dom as poſlible.. 


Full. ten months - had Louiſa, paſſed 


in. this happy ſituation, when the viſi- 


bly declining health and chearfulneſs of 


the Marquis de Polignac alarmed, both 
her and the Marchioneſs. That noble- 


length. brought on his ruin. His ex- 
ceſſi ve tenderneſs and love for his wife 
G 5 would 


; . 8 — 
ee — we eee, —ů̃— 


or converſe together, till the viſiting 
hour, at which time they either went 
out or received company. Miſs Rivers, 
however, did but ſeldom accompany 


common attentiom and reſpect which: 
was paid her there, made her ſtill more 
humble, om one ſide; and on the other, 
the envy and jealouſy ſhe created in 
the breaſt: of ſeveral of the ladies who 
conſtantly; paid their reſpects to his 
Majeſty, made her prefer going as ſel- 


man, as I: have before obſerved, had ſo 
ſtrong a propenſity to play, that it at 
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would not permit him to inform her 
of the precipice on which he now ſtood. 
HFaving loſt a princely fortune, and an 
eſtate of near ten thoufand Louis d' ors 
a year ſold to his creditors, his unfair, 
deſtructive creditors; referving only to 


himſelf an annuity for life of three b 


thouſand Louis d'ors. - Thus ſituated 0 


he grew weary of life; reflecting on 


his paſt errors, and that ſhould he de- {: 


part this life, his amiable and worthy a 
wife, who had brought him a noble ol 
Fortune, muft loſe her jointure, and be th 
contented with four hundred a year, fo 
which was all that had been ſettled on to 
her by way of pin- money; though, if im 
ſhe had occaſion for as many thou- ave 
ſands, the” e have n. Bo 
them. i | | {ki 
The Marquis now 3 1 more cau 
at home than he uſed to do, to the Ma 
great ſatisfaction of his lady, who, ban, 
though ſhe would never importune or quir 


compel 


E ** #2; ine. 
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compel her huſband to ſpend his even- 

ings with her, yet was always the moſt 

happy when he joined his company to 

her and that of Louiſa, Both ladies 

were generally more chearful when the 

amiable Marquis proved to be the only | 

man to form their trio, than when any 

other was preſent. How great then 

her diſtreſs, when ſhe frequently ob- 

ſerved him keeping ſilence while Louiſa 

and herſelf were accompanying each 

other on different inſtruments; and 

thinking him. liſtening to their per- : 

formance, how great was her ſurpriſe- 

to find him in tears, which he would: 

immediately endeavour: to hide, and 71 

avoid explications by leaving the room. A 4 s 

Both Louiſa and herſelf: tried. all their- 1 

ſkill and penetration to find out the _ 

cauſe; but all in vain, And if the | .J 

Marchioneſs, when alone with her huſ- "== 

band, in the moſt tender manner in- 

quired the reaſons of this unuſual me- 
. 6.6 anche, 


„„ 
lancholy, all the anſwers he gave her 
were evaſive, and that he himſelf could 
not account for it. The Marchioneſs, 
not ſo eaſily ſatisfied, propoſed ſending 
for a phyſician; to which he at laſt, 

though with great reluctance, conſent- 
ed; and even the-feeing-of him was 
merely in compliance with his wife's 
requeſt,” and to oblige her, being but 
too ſenſible it was not in the power of 
medicine to heal a diſtracted mind. 
The phyſician was of opinion, how- 
ever, that change of air would be of 
infinite ſervice to the Marquis, as it 
would entirely extirpate that lowneſs 
of ſpirits and dejection which he ſeem- 
ed inclined rather to encourage: that 
therefore he would not recommend an 
over- warm climate; but gave his advice 
_ that Florence was a moſt deſirable ſpot, 
the air there being keen and healthy, 
which he did not doubt would procure 
the Celixed effect. The Marquis was 
exceediniy 
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ceedingly reluctant to the taking this 
Journey : but, at the repeated entreaties 
of his amiable wife, to which Louiſa 
joined hers, and at the {ame time con- 


fidering he could live infinitely cheaper 


in Florence than he could poſſibly do 
in Paris, and that he might pobably 


fave two thouſand Louis d'ors out of the 
three he was now reduced to as an an- 
nuity, if he paſſed a twelvemonth or 


longer there; which he would ſet apart 


as a ſmall additional proviſion for the 
Marchioneſs, ſhould ſhe outlive him; x 
and theſe conſiderations gaining grouud, 
he agreed to go wherever the ladies 
thought proper to conduct him. Every 
thing for their journey being got ready 
with the utmoſt expedition, our ami- 
able Louiſa had a ſharp trial to ſuſtain, 
Her parting from Madame Pianelli, 
and perhaps for ever, was the moſt 
bitter pang ſhe had ever experienced, 
That good woman likewiſe, drowned 


1 V 


C 
in tears, held her claſped to her boſom, 
as if ſhe was to be rooted there. Pia- 
nelli was ſo moved he eould not ſtand 
the conflict, and left the room. At 
laſt theſe faithful friends divided them- 
ſelves from each other, with mutual 
proteſtations of everlaſting friendſhip, 
and promiſes of conſtantly writing to 
each other; Louiſa throwing herſelf 
into the carriage which the Marchioneſs 
had entered before her, not having had 
the power any longer to be a witneſs of 
the heart- breaking ſeparation of ber 
friend from Mrs. Pianelli. One com- 
fort Louiſa had however, though but a 
{mall oue; which was, that Mrs. Pia- 
nelli was to remove the day following: 
into the country, which ſhe had ar- 
dently wiſhed for; her huſband having 
taken a ſmall elegant cottage for that 
purpoſe, where ſhe intended to ſpend 
at leaſt four months ſecluded from che 
gay and vain. FT 
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On Miſs Rivers getting into the car- 
riage, neither the Marchioneſs nor her-- 
ſelf opened their lips to each other: 
the hearts of both being ſo oppreſſed as 
to deny their tongues the faculty of 
ſpeech, till they were nearly arrived at 
the Hotel, when Madame de Polignac,. 


being the leaſt intereſted with regard to: 


Mr. Pianelli,, and the moſt apprehen- 
five leſt their ſtriking grief ſhould affect 
her already melancholy and beloved 
-huſband, broke filence firſt, and en- 
treated Mifs Rivers to conceal: her af-- 
fliction as much as. the poſſibly could 
before the Marquis, for fear of increaf- 
ing his dejeCtion : — © We will give 
+ it vent, my dear,” {aid the, «+ when 
% we are alone: Ill drop tear for tear 
% with you; ſo that by mutual grief 
we ſhall mutually condole with each 
* other: only try to EPO compoſed 
„ before this beſt of men.” — Louiſa 
WO to uſe all her efſo:ts to oblige 
| her 


L 
her friend: and arriving at the Hotel, 
where the Marquis only waited the 
coming of the ladies, who quitting the 
carriage, and ſtepping into the poſt- 
coach, he took his place oppoſite to 
them; having previouſly given orders 
to his ſteward to diſpoſe of the vis-a- 
vis and horſes which the ladies had juft 
quitted. 
They ſoon left "ER behind thew. 
The morning was fine, the roads re- 
markably good, and the country de- 
lightfol. Louiſa behaved with uncom-. | 
mon fortitude during the journey; for 
though ſhe ſobbed half the night when 
alone, yet not a tear or ſigh eſcaped. 
her before the Marquis; but, on the 
contrary, ſhe amuſed him by defiring 
him to obſerve every beautiful object 
that preſented itſelf before them: not a 
pleaſant hill or beautiful valley eſcaped 
her notice, and on which ſhe did not 


* in the moſt. agreeable. and en- 
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tertaining manner : and when they ar- 


rived in Florence the Marquis was ſur- 
prifingly better; which his amiable wife 


entirely attributed to Louiſa's ſprightly 


and lively converſation, and thought 
herſelf under the greateſt obligations 


to her. Louiſa's grief was likewiſe 
greatly alleviated by the time they had 
finiſhed their journey; for her under= 


ſtanding was too ſolid to continue fret- 
ful and deſpairing at an unavoidable 
event. She had likewiſe the ſatisfac- 
tion of hearing from her dear friends 


the Pianelli's as often as ſhe could wiſh, 


and was ever Fe in W 
their letters. 


As the Marquis w was evidently —_ | 
better after only three months reſidence 


at Florence, he propoſed to the ladies 
to partake of ſome of the public amuſe- 


ments ; for hitherto they had lived like 


recluſes ſince their arrival in Italy, 
walking and riding out excepted; his 
| indiſpoſition 
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41 
indifpoſition being a ſufficient apology 
for their ſolitary way of living: but 
being now ſo much better, they had 


received ſeveral viſits from the nobility, 


and having returned them, they were: 
all invited to a magnificent ball, to 


which they agreed to go. — No ſooner 


did Louiſa enter the ball-room, than 
the attracted, as uſual, the eyes of the 


whole aſſembly: but among the gen- 
tlemen, none feemed to diſtinguiſh her 


more than a middle-aged man of a 
noble figure, but in whoſe looks there 


appeared ſomething harſh and peremp- 


tory, and very diftant from prepoſſeſ- 


fing her in his favour. The particular 


attention with which be viewed her; 
covered her with bluſhes, and induced 


her to ſereen herſelf behind a lady, that 


fo ſhe might be concealed. and hid from 
his view. 
As the had in a manner but juſt 


| made her appearance, time had not 


permitted 
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permitted any one to ſolicit the favour 


of her hand in a minuet; and ſhe 
dreaded leſt this too bold reviewer 


ſhould be the firſt to alk her, in which 
eaſe ſhe could not have refuſed. But 
how agreeably was the ſurpriſed, when, 


venturing. to look round the room, 2 
lady having juft riſen from her ſeat, 
and thereby having furniſhed her with 
an opportunity of viewing the com- 


| pany, when ſhe faw Lord Belmont, 
the ſame young gentleman, who near a 


twelvemonth paſt had preſented her 


with the fan ſhe had dropped on her 


kaving the drawing-room at Verſailles, 
and who was but that moment come: 
in, advance towards her, and in the 


moſt refpeAful and engaging manner 
entreated the honour of dancing with 


her. Louiſa's face was in a moment 
covered with the moſt beautiful vouge 
innate modeſty had ever painted, and. 
being lengaged, the” bowed. conſent. 
Madama 
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Madame de Polignac beheld with plea- 
ſure Miſs Rivers having her country- 
man for her partner: and when the 
etiquette for the minuets was over, and 
Lord Belmont led her out to dance 
one, the whole aſſembly ſeemed to 


- have loſt every faculty but that of | 
fight, which ſeemed entirely fixed on | 


the lovely pair, who were now exht- 
| biting the moſt exquiſite graces, which 
charmed every beholder. For although 
Miſs Rivers was timid to a degree, yet 
had ſhe none of that aukward mauvaiſe 
honte, ſo ſrequenly eclipſing every ami- 
able talent in a young lady: her atti- 
tude was graceful, her ſteps juſt, her 
looks modeſt, and her countenance 
lovely. Nor was Lord Belmont leſs 
admired, being one of the moſt hand- 
ſome men of the age. As he con- 
ducted her to her chair, he farther en- 
treated ſhe would favour him with a 
continuance of dancing with her the 
Wt NES remaining 
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remaining part of the. evening; which 


was granted. 


Lord Belmont then went up to the 
very ſame gentleman, who, as I have 
already obſerved, had not the honour 
of being in Louiſa's good graces; and 


from his manner of accoſting him, he 


ſeemed to pay him filial obedience, 


which was received by the other with 


a cold reſpect and parental authority, 


which ſurpriſed her not a little, as ſhe 
had underftood from a lady, when at 
Pianelli's, that Lord Belmont's father 
was dead. — After ſome converſation 


Lord Belmont left this rather diſpleaſcd 
gentleman, and paid his devoirs to two 


ladies, who from their different ages 
appeared to be mother and daughter, 
whom he immediately quitted on the 


approach of the gentleman laſt men- 


tioned, and inſenſibly directed his ſteps 
to that part of the room where Miſs 
Rivers was ſeated; but who was ſo 
effectually 
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elſectually ſecured by ladies who "I 
rounded her, of which Madame de Po- 
lignac was always the firſt, that every 
avenue to approach her was denied 
bim; for Louiſa had always made it a 


maxim, whenever at a public aſſembly, 


to be placed between two ladies, and 
likewiſe to have as many before and 


behind her as the could poſſibly aſ- 


ſemble: and the Marchioneſs having 
frequently obſerved this laudable cau- 


tion in her young friend, and com- 


mended her for it, ſhe generally ſe- 
conded her, by muſtering all the ladies 
round her ſhe had any acquaintance 
with ; by this little ſtratagem prevent- 


ing the men from too near an approach, 
Who, too often encouraged by the free 


acceſs- many ladies allow them, will 


tell idle tales, or rehearſe ſcandal, for 


want of a more rational ſubject: and 
this conduct of Louiſa likewiſe ſerved 
as a tacit rebuke to that part of the fe- 
171998 0: male 
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male ſex who ſet a value upon their 
charms according to the number of 
danglers who addreſs them. 

Lord Relmont was thus reduced to 
keep at an humble diſtance ; which, 
however, he turned to his advantage, 
by contemplating the idol of his ſoul - 
at leiſure, and in filence ; and though 
_ unobſerved by Louiſa, yet he was not 

ſo by the Marchioneſs, who did not 
loſe one ſingle look he caſt towards 
her friend, nor did the miſs a ſingle 
ſigh that eſcaped him. 

The minuets over, each gentleman 
baſtened to his reſpective partner, which 
diminifhed the eroud about Loutla, and 
facilitated Lord Belmont's preſenting 
her with his hand, which ſhe modeſtly 
accepted, and Joined with him in the 
cotillons and country dances, in which 
ſhe gained as much admiration, and 
received as many W as ſhe had 


before in her minuet, — As ſhe was 
looked 


{hh 4 | . 
Jooked upon by the whole aſſembly ; 
as a relation of the Marchioncfs de Po- 
lignac, and of courſe was ſuppoſed to 
be a native of France, although ſhe 
converſed freely in the Italian lan- 
guage, conſequently no inquiries were 
made about who and what ſhe was; 
no not even by Lord Belmont, who, 
having received the fame information 
in that particular when in Paris, con- 
concluded it certainly was ſo. 
Madame de Polignac having left off 
dancing ſome time previous to her 
Journey into Italy, was, with other 
ladies, who, like her, did not Join in 
that juvenile amuſement, a ſpectatreſs | 
of that innocent diverſion, ſo well be- 
coming youth, and eſpecially the ami- 
able groupe which now partook of it: 
yet did the not ſuffer her attention to 
quit Lord Belmont or Louiſa for a 
moment; and ſhe plainly perceived this 
5 young: nobleman was ſeriouſly 3 in love 

5 with 
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TY Miſs Rivers. His deportment to- 
_ wards her, during the feveral dances | 
they went down. together, was full of 
reſpe&, attention, and admiration, the 
ſure. and unerring attendants of real 
love.” Louiſa, on her fide, gave her 
the moſt exquiſite ſatiafaction, by her 
eaſy and modeſt conduct during the 
whole evening: and being unwilling 
to make any inquiries concerning Lord 
Belmont, which ſhe certainly would 
bave done had he been engaged with 
any other lady except Louiſa, for that 
very reaſon ſhe choſe to forbear. But 
| having caſt her eyes on that gentleman 
and lady Lord Belmont had entered 
into converſation with after his firſt 
complimentary addreſs to Louiſa, and 
ſeeing them entertain each other rather 
in too ferious and important a man- 
ner for ſuch a gay and brilliant aſ- 
ſembly, aſked a lady who ſat next her, 

who they were? The lady is Eng- 
„„ link,, 
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liſh,” enact the, 66 and ſo is the 
gentleman. She is the Counteſs 
Dowager Belmont, the mother of 
Lord Belmont, the happy partner of 
Mademoiſelle la Riviere. The young 


% lady who came in with her, and 
who cannot boaſt of many charms, 
is her ſiſter's daughter, and whom 


ſhe has an inclination to marry to her 
ſon, who has not the leaſt partiality 
for her, The elderly gentleman is 


Lord Croſslove, brother to her de. 


ceaſed Lord, uncle and guardian to 
the amiable Belmont, who is kept in 
ſuch ſubjection to him, as almoſt. 


denies him the having a will or opi- 
nion of his own: for by a ſtrange 
caprice-of his late father, he left this 
young man entirely dependant on 


this croſs-grained. uncle, till he ſhall 
have attained his twenty- ſixth year; 
and till then he is not to be looked 


upon as being of ages And ſnould 
| 66. he 


one 
« he form any ſerious connection, or 
„ marry, before he is of that age, it 
« is in his uncle's power to depriye 
% him of a fortune of twelve thouſand  ; 
pounds ſterling a year, which was 
„ acquired by the late Earl, and no 
ways entailed on his poſterity. The _ 
„ family eſtate, to which he is heir, . 
“not being above two thouſand pounds — 
a year, beſides a jointure of a thou- bp 
« ſand, which comes to him at the 
« demiſe of his mother, is all this 
« worthy young man can claim, and 
« not even that till he is arrived at the 
« above-mentioned: period of years,— 
Lord Croſslove, Lady Belmont, and 
„% Mis Dupeley her niece, have been | 
« at Florence this month paſt, and 
have themſelves related theſe ſtrange _ ; 

+ ſettlements to thoſe with whom they 
| © have contracted an intimacy, in or- 
der to prevent deſigns which might 
Br TR be formed to gain Lord Bel- 
H 2 mont, 9 


. 


* 


* 
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11 
4 mont, whoſe alliance will be an 
4 honour to any family. He himſelf 
** has been here but a week, having 
* parted with an Engliſh gentleman 
(Who had accompanied him in his 
travels) at Nice, where he had been 
ill for ſome time, and by the phyſi- 
„ ctan's opinion was adviſed to return 
< to England, his native air being 
£. judged the moſt conducive to the re- 
< eſtabliſhment of his health. That 
„ his Lordſhip, however, would not 
leave him till he was fo far recover- Wl 
ed, as to endure the fatigue of tra- 
66. velling ; and having obtained that 
“ ſatisfaction, he himſelf had come to 
Florence to meet his mother, couſin, | 
and uncle: That Signor Cagliari 
(the huſband of the narrater) viſited 
Lord Belmont, but had not the leaft 
inclination to cultivate an acquain- 
<< tance with Lord Croſslove: That 
<6 ſhe had 2 and received a viſit 
from 
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4 8058 Lady Belmont; and there it 
6. reſted.” | 
This Wein nt lady would ſtill 

bave continued, had not a general ſum- 
mons to ſupper put an end to the con- 
verſation. As this was quite an ami- 
cable ſupper, all ceremony of rank and 
precedency was by unanimous conſent 
laid aſide, and each cavalier was to 
place himſelf by the fide of his partner. 
Lord Belmont, in rapture, paid Miſs 
Rivers every attention imaginable. The 
ſatisfaction ſo viſible in his countenance, 
at being ſo near the object of his love, 
received every now and then a coſider- 
able check from the ſevere looks of his 

uncle, who had placed himſelf exactly 

oppoſite to him, in order to obſerve his 
words and actions to her; all which 

Madame de Polignac noticed, ſhe being. 
ſeated at the other ſide of Lord Bel- 
mont, whoſe diſtinguiſhed behaviour to 
Louiſa gave her as much pleaſure as 

5 CV 


E } 

the arbitrary looks of Lord Croſslove 
filled her with regret. * 

- Supper being ended, and ſeveral live- 
ly ſubjects having been diſcufled during 
the deſert, moſt of the young people 
reſorted again to the ball-room, to re- 
new their dancing; and Lord Belmont 
begged permiſſion of Louiſa to conduct 
her thither : but ſhe politely excuſcd 
herſelf from dancivg any more, it being 
now two o' clock, and, if agreeable to 
Madame de Polignac, ſhe would rather 
not return any more into the ball-room, 

| —As that lady's ſentiments always co- | 
incided with thoſe of Louiſa, ſhe hear- 
tily concurred in her propoſal of re- 
turning home; and the more ſo, as it 
was the firſt time the Marquis, as well 
as herſelf and friend, had been out ſo 
late, the apprebended it might- prove 
prejudicial to the firſt; and having or- 
dered her carriage, Lord Belmont at- 


tended them to. it, having. previouſly - 
e 


E: $f] 
alked permiſfion to wait on them the 
next morning; ; which was granted, 
In going home the Marquis compli- 
mented Louiſa on her conqueſt of Lord 
Pelmont, who, he was ſure, was her 
indiſputable captive. — © And I am 
« ' much miſtaken,” interrupted the Mar- 
chioneſs, “ if Lord Croſslove i is not as 
„ much her devoted admirer as his 
nephew poſſibly can be: for never 
„did I ſee,” continued ſne, a man 
« ſo thoroughly abſent to all that ſur- 
% rounded him in this brilliant afſem- 
« bly, and. ſo entirely attentive to all 
« Mifs Rivers': 8 words, looks, and ac- 
« tions, and ſo much out of humour 
* at his nephew's apparent felicity. — 
% Your kind partiality for me, Madam, 
«and that of the Marquis,” ſaid 
Louiſa, induces you to think that all 


* 


« thoſe who are complaiſant and polite in 


to me, entertain ſerious ideas about 
me, and are real and profeſſed lovers;. 


H 4 though. 


= E 
c though I cannot but own that, Lord 
HH * Belmont was rather more particular, 
% throughout the whole evening, both 
© in his attention and converſation, 
4 than I have ever experienced before. 
2 «I may perhaps judge more favour- 
„ ably of him than I have hitherto 
* done of any other man, on account 
of his being my countryman. 
5 „ HgBut his remarkable attention and di- 
1 « ſtinguiſhed preference of you to all 
= „ the other ladies, my dear,” inter- 
rupted the Marchioneſs, + could not 
proceed from your being bis coun- 
* trywoman too, as he is ignorant of 
„that circumſtance, unleſs from ſym- 
pathy. You certainly did not inform 
bim of it, did you? ”—+* Undoubt- 
- * edly not, Madam,” replied Louiſa, 
Then,“ ſaid the Marquis, “there 
* muſt be another motive, Miſs Ri- 
„vers, for that extraordinary and re- 
« ſpectful aſſiduity; and what can that 
1 motive 


* 


'X. + 


« motive be, but ſincere ind unten 
„love? conceived at firſt fight of you, 
<« a twelvemonth ago, and nouriſhed. 
0 undoubtedly ever fince by the flat- 
« tering hope of beholding its object 
again. Having obtained that bliſs, 
it has manifeſted itſelf in raptures, 
too explicit to paſs unobſerved, at 
being near you all the evening, and 
enjoying, in conſequence of being 
your partner, your agreeable con- 
« verſation without interruption,” —- 
It was well for Louiſa there were no 
lights about the carriage, to diſcover 
the emotion by which the moſt lovely 
bluſh was painted on her countenance 
at theſe. words of the Marquis; and 
his lady likewiſe favoured her not re- 
plying to them (as ſhe was at a loſs) by 
immediately adding, *© Depend on it, 
„ my dear, we ſhall have two pro- 
«- pofals to-morrow morning.” — The 
carriage at the ſame time ſtopping at 
e H $1 their | 
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their hotel, they parted each to their 
reſpective apartments. 


The next morning Madame de Po- 
lignac imparted to Louiſa all that had 
been communicated to her by Madame 


de Cagliari, reſpeding Lord Belmont 
and his family, of which ſhe had like- 
wiſe been informed in part by other 
ladies, and at which her young friend 


did not ſhew the leaſt ſurprize, baving 


at times obſerved the authoritative looks 
of Lord Croſslove towards his nephew, 


who on his ſide ſeemed concerned about 
it; which had made her aflume a more 
reſerved. air, unwilling to give Lord 
Belmont the leaſt uncaſineſs c on | her ac- 


count. 

As ſhe was conſeſſing theſe he 
ideas of hers to the Marchioneſe, that 
lady exclaimed, Ah, my dear Louiſa, 
that hitherto frozen heart of yours 
. lubdued 3 your own avowal pro- 
claims it,” — *+ Alas! my dear Ma- 
V | a dam,” 


. 55 Þ — 
66 « än seen the bluſhing Louiſas 
„ what an idea you ſeem to entertain 

„of my frankneſs! Have I not al- 
. ways been averſe to create inquie- 


6 tude in any one, if I could avoid it?“ 


—* True, my dear,” replied Madame 
de Polignac: „but be ingenuous, and 
* anſwer me according to that ineſtj-- 
| « mable ſentiment you are ſo deſerved: 

ly efteemed for: Did you not find 2 
« leſs repugnance at being ſo many _ 
« hours in the company of Lord Bel- 
$6 mont, than you would have done, 
„ had you been ſo long with any 
other perſon ? ”— — Louiſa, - confuſed! 
to the higheſt degree, and with .down=- _ L 
caſt eyes, owned, that ſhe never had 5 = 4 
ſeen a man before, whoſe converſation 5 
had proved ſo agreeable to her as that 
of Lord Belmont: but that, neverthe- | 
leſs, ſhe had not'the vanity to ſuppoſe _ 
his Lordſhip was inclined to ſacrifice 
his N to her by an offer of his 
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hand; and even if it was ſo, i it was not 


in her power to accept it, as ſhe could 
not diſpoſe of herſelf till ſhe had at- 
tained her twenty-firſt year; and hav- 
ing but juſt compleated her eighteenth, 


was it likely a man like Lord Belmont 


would ſubmit to thoſe reſtrictions? — 


| But remember, dear Louiſa,” ſaid 


_ the Marchioneſs. laughing, & your re- 
- + ſolution of not diſpoſing of- yourſelf 


6 till you attain a certain age, is only to 
5 ſubſiſt till you meet with a perſon 
+ whoſe birth, morals, and a 
would enſure you the certainty, firſt, 


of your own happineſs, and, next, 
„that of your father's not being a- 
* ſhamed to call ſuch a perſon his ſon- 


„ in-law.“ — And eis ſtill fo,” re- 


plied Louiſa: © and although I am as 
“yet but young, the experience I have 


5+ gained of the world, through the 


many viciflitudes my life has been 
* ſubje& to, ſurpaſſes that of many, 


who 


„ 


$6 


girl in owning Lord Belmont's con- | 
66 


66 
cc 


«c 


U . 
„ 


k 


who are four times my age; and is 


a ſufficient caution not to be delud- 


ed by reſpectful and aſſiduous di- 
ſtinctions, till I am thoroughly con- 


vinced the perſon who diſplays them 


is in reality what he pretends to be. 
And till ſuch a conviction, I hope it 
will always be in my power to 
guard my inclinations : at leaſt I'll 


uſe my utmoſt efforts to prevent 


their wandering : to which your 


enlightened underſtanding, and the 


ſtudy of uſeful and inftrucking books, 
will greatly contribute.“ - Why 
ſo grave, my dear Louiſa?” replied - 
the Marchioneſs. I admire you every 


(e 


day more and more: you are a noble 


verſation did not diſpleaſe you: and 
at the ſame time I cannot enough 
commend you for your prudence. 
But I will no longer diſtreſs you.— 
The diſageeable circumſtance his 
85 Lordſhip 


Gl 


cc 


„ 


Lordſhip lies under from his guar- 


dian uncle, will make him very cau- 
tious how he addrefles you, which 
he certainly will do by the firft op- 
portunity. Tell me, then, ſhould he 
propoſe his hand and heart to you, 
would you not think it neceſſary, 


in ſuch a caſe, to acquaint him with 
your birth, family, and misfortunes?“ 
— Since you, Madam,” replied ſhe, 


condeſcend to defire my opinion a- 
bout it, give me leave, in my turn, 
to aſk you, whether it would not 
be better, ſhould ſuch a propoſal be 

made, to- defer theſe particulars to a 


ſecond interview, and only thank 


his Lordſhip for the honour he in- 


tends me? and that 1 beg he will 


allow me a few days to conſider; 
before I can give him an anſwer? 


Teſt a precipitate aſſent, by acquaint- 


& ing him with my misfortunes, might 


66 


be conſidered by him, not as reſulting 


„from 


E  . 
e from a e of his Linne 
« but as drove by neceſſity, to extricate 
« me from perhaps future indigence: f 
„ which would be an ungrateful ſuſpi- 
« cion in me, both of yourſelf. and of. 
« your noble huſband. But at his: 
„ ſecond viſit, after his declaration, . 
« which, if he he is really ſerious, he- 
« certainly will make me, then I ſhall 
« think it expedient to inform him of 
« every particular relating to myſelf. 
« What think. you, Madam ? Do you. 
« differ from me in this opinion? 
+ Differ from you, my dear Miſs Ri- 
| « vers!“ an{wered the Marchioneſs, 
6 your arguments are nervous and 
4 perſuaſi ve; and I can only ſay. with 


| 6. cnn af your Englith poets, © I ne'er 
. „ ſhall look we youp like again, if 
4 once I loſe you.“ 
. | The ladies then Tot. down to rend 
KPope's Homer to each other, when the 


ſervant announced Lord Belmont. — 
Louſas 


—— — —— — 
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Louſa's colour Sachen has. at the hear- 


ing of the name; and her heart beat 
with uncommon violence. The Mar- 
chioneſs ſmiled, and bade ber recal her 
courage. - 

On Lord Belmont's entering into the 


- room, the roſes, which had but a mo- 


ment before forſaken her cheeks, reaf- 


ſumed their lovely wonted ſeat with 
redoubled luftre ; and Louiſa acquired 


preſence of mind ſufficient, as ſhe 
thought, to receive his Lordſhip with 


becoming politeneſs, unconcerned about 
every thing elſe.— If he was captivated 


with Louiſa's charms the night before 


at the ball, he was infinitely more ſo 


that morning, on ſeeing her entirely di- 


veſted of all ſuperfluous ornaments (ne- 


derſlary appendages to public affemblies); 


and her glowing natural beauties out- 


ſhone whatever before he had deemed 


lovely in woman: her converſation 
too had a thouſand attractions in it. 


4 85 And 


: T 264 
And ſeeing an Engliſh book lying by 
her, he aſked the Marchioneſs, whether 
ſhe or Mademoiſelle Riviere read Eng- 
liſh 2 55 Both,” anſwered the : but 
„ Mademoiſclle is my miſtreſs in the 
« Engliſh language, and I may add, 
in the Italian too,“ continued ſhe. 
Lord Belmont, more and more en- 
chanted with the perfeQions of the a- 
miable Miſs Rivers, was unwilling to 
| loſe any time in endeavouring to ſecure 
ſo valuable a prize. He therefore, after 
ſome heſitation, which generally ac- 
companies a fincere and unfeigned at- 
tachment, opened his whole ſoul to 
Louiſa (in preſence of the Marchioneſs, 
who had been requeſted by the latter 
not to leave her). He began with the 
impreſſion ſhe had made on bim the 
moment he beheld her at Verſailles; 
the inquiries he had made concerning 
her; and the cruel neceſſity he was then 
under of leaving Paris that evening, 
15 being 


16 1 


being thereto compelled by his uncle, 
Lord Crefslove : That her image fol- 
lowed him every where: And having 
no connections whatever with any one 
perſon at Paris, of whom he could re- 


ceive any conſolatory information about 


her; he was ſeized when at Nice, where 


his uncle had choſen to direct his ſteps, 
with a melancholy which nothing could 


divert, his ideas being entirely devoted 
to the abſent object of his happineſs : 


That ſolitude alone had any charms for 


bim; or the attending of a ſick friend, 
whoſe ſufferings in ſome manner re- 


ſembled his own, though they origi- 


nated from different cauſes : That when 
Lord Croſslove left Nice for F lorence, 
he had intreated his. Lordſhip to leave 


him there for à few days longer, as his 


health required it: That when his 


friend had recovered ſufficient ſtrength 
to return-to England, his own meJan- 
choly increaſed: And having, by re- 


peated 


[ 163 ] 


peated letters, been ſummoned to at- 


tend Lady Belmont and Lord Croſs- 


love at Florence, he had obeyed their 
injundtions, as all climates appeared in- 
ſupportable to him, when not enlight- 


ened by thoſe bright eyes he bad left 


behind him at Paris: That he did not 


know, till the morning preceding. the 


ball, that the lovely Miſs Rivers was 


to adorn it with her preſence, owing 


to the retired way of living Monſieur 


and Madame de Polignac had obſerved 
during their reſidence at Florence: That 
the inſtant he entered the aſſembly- 


room, his hitherto unquiet heart re- 
ceived as 1t were new life in beholding 


the object ſo eſſential to bis happineſs 3; 
That his admiration of her increaſed 


every moment; but his ſituation was 


ſuch as not to leave him at liberty to 


engage himſelf by an indiſſoluble tie. 
till he had compleated his twenty-ſixth 
year, of which near fourteen months 


: were 5 


4! 


1 
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were yet to come. — He then informed 


them of every particular relating to 
that circumſtance; and laſtly told them, 


that Lady Belmont had a ſtrong in- 
clination to call Miſs Dupeley her 


_ daughter-in-law, for which he had ne- 


ver given the leaſt room to entertain a 


thought about; and as Lord Croſslove 
ſeemed diſpleaſed with the apparent at- 
tatchment he had ſhewn to Miſs Rivers, 
for motives beſt known to himſelf: 
That in order to avoid giving uneaſineſs 
either -to his mother or uncle, till he 


could ſtile himſelf his own maſter, he 


entreated” the lady would forgive him 


his preſumption for having dared to of- 
fer his hand under thoſe circumſtances, 


as he was under the neceſſity of conceal- 
ing his engagements, ſhould he be hap- 
py enough to receive a favourable an- 


ſwer, till the ſtipulated period with 


regard to his age, would permit him to 
make a public avowal of his eſteem, 
reſpect, 


I. 165. ] 


Je and unalterable affection for her. 


Louiſa thanked him in the moſt ami- 


able manner (though much confuſed) 
for the honour of his offer, and told 


him that under bis circumſtances; it 
was expedient a elandeſtine correſpon- 


dence muſt be ſupported, to which 


the ever had entertained a natural aver- 


fion ; unaccuſtomed to diſguiſe, it would 
fit very aukwerd upon her to aſſume a 
behaviour which her heart diſavowed, 


| and as there was but a-ſhort time between 


the preſent inſtant, and the period of 
his being of age, ſhe thought it much 
more adviſeable his Lordſhip ſhould 


give over all ideas concerning her, till 


then, as he might publicly and openly 
propoſe to any lady whatever; and, 


added ſhe, bluſhing, there are but few 
who would not think it an honour to 


poſſeſs the eſteem of one who like him, 
to all appearance, was an honour to his 
country, and whole virtues and prin- 
ciples, 


* 


1 


Ciples, as far as ſhe could judge, pro- 
miſed permanent happineſs. Then 


„] muſt be miſerable, Madam,” re- 
plied he. It was not my intention, 


though ſo much withed for, to viſit 
« you often during my ſtay here, to 
« avoid ſuſpicion, as I abhor from my 


„ ſoul duplicity; and being ſenſible 


« was J admitted frequently to the ho- 
„ nour of your company, my eyes, 
& my looks, my actions, all would 
„ betray me, and proclaim me your 


„ profeſſed admirer, which for innu- 


« merable reaſons J muſt conceal ; all 


« ] beg, all I entreat; all I ſue for, is, 
[that you will make me happy in 


«© owning that my propoſal is not diſ- 


& aprecable to you, and that you have 
+ no diſlike to my perſon.” Louiſa, 


above all mean diflembling, anſwered, 


5 Neither, upon my word, my Lord; 
e but don't you think yourſelf it is 


6. requiſite you ſhould be better ac- 
| quainted 


* 


2 ambaſſador at Paris, who I am cer- 


tain will give you an implicit ac= 
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quainted with who I am, and what 


I am? and I likewiſe am ignorant of 


your family, and 1 think it a moſt 
eſſential point, before any engage- 


ment 1s entered into, both parties 


ought to be through! y informed with 


who it is they engage“ “ As to you, 


46 


Madam,“ anſwered he, % you are 


all perfections, all my heart could 
with ; your behaviour and accom- 


pliſhments ſufficiently declare your 


family; perhaps allied to that noble 
lady or to the Marquis de Polignao 


Wich regard to me, whatever in- 


formations either yourſelf, the Mar- 


quis andthe Marchioneſs may require, 
you will honour me by inquiſition, 


by a line to Lord C. the Engliſh 


count of me and my family. Then 
let not the incertitude relating to 


myſelf, prevent you from ſealing my 
6 ae | 


' 


7 
60 happineſs, with the promiſe you will 
* not accept any propoſal whatever or 
„ by whomſoever, or enter into any al- 


„ lance, till the happy Belmont can 
„ command his actions, and claim you 
«© as his wife.” At theſe words Lou- 


Ha's face was covered with crimfon, 
and with downcaſt eyes, unable to ſpeak 


endeavouring to conceal her confuſion 
by looking ſteadfaſtly upon the ground 


Lord Belmont rather encouraged by 
her ſilence and the amiable emotion ſo 
viſible in her countenance, proceeded, 
by adding. I am confident, Madam, 
« it is the height of preſumption in me, 
„ in thus abrubtly confefling my ref- 
* pect for you, and to dare to urge you 
&« for a reply on which all my hopes 
„of happineſs depend: but weighty 
„ reaſons compel me to act thus preci- 
e pitately, elſe I would not have 
„ wounded your delicacy by this raſh 
A declaration, which 1 wonld not have 

I > - «© prefumet 


408-3 
« preſumed to make, till time, and a 
more thorough knowledge of my- 
&« ſelf and family, would have convin- 
e ced you that my tongue was the 
„ real interpreter of my heart. May 
„beg, my Lord,” interrupted the 
Marchioneſs, you will inform Made- 
„ moiſelle, what other reaſons you can 
% have befide thoſe you have already 
4 mentioned,” —* Ah, Madam,” in- 
terrupted he, the moſt repugnant to 
* my ſoul. — But not to keep you in 
« ſuſpence, Lord Croſſlove is ſo cap- 
„ tivated with this lady's charms, that 
« he intends this very day to make her | 
„% a- propoſal or his heart, hand, and 
fortune, which is conſiderable, at 
her feet. Lord Crofflove!” ex- 
claimed both ladies at once, Lord 
Croſſlove!“ repeated Louiſa, lifting 
up her eyes from the ground, | where 
they had been fixed, and timidly look- 
ing at Lord Belmont. Ves, Madam, 
Vor. II. L *. . - 7 n_ 
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"replied he, my uncle, that formi- 


% dable rival will exert all his power 
"+ to make me miſerable for ever. Let 
>» nic conjure 'you. then to give me 
« ſome hopes, if you think it poſſible 


4 to entertain a favourable opinion of 


% me,” Permit me Lord Belmont,“ 


replied Louiſa (with the moſt enchant- 
ing temerity) to conſider for a few 


days on your propoſal—it is of too 


„great conſequence not to deliberate 


„ maturely before I can give you an an- 
* ſwer. Monſieur and Madame de 
© Polignac, who I can anſwer for as 


being your friends, require I ſhould 


„ conſult them in ſo momentous an af- 


« fair, It is their conſummate: pru- 
% dence, which muſt be my guide, [ 
«owe you likewiſe a confidence, which 
< relate to myſelf, as it muſt be im- 
«parted to you, before any thing can 
& be concluded.” Lord Belmont ſtarted 


at ow words confidence, related to her- 
el, 


fn 3 


ſelf, which the Marchioneſs obſerving. 
interrupted Louiſa by ſaying, No 


« other confidence, my Lord, than 


<<. tends to her glory. She has rela- 
tions Lord. Belmont in his turn 
interrupted the Marchioneſs, and with 
looks as bright, as the moment before 
they had been clouded, cried out, I 


« dreaded an impediment to my happi- 
„ neſs; but your countenance hath 


<4 huſhed all my fears—proceed I en- 


„ treat you Mademoiſelle, (ſpeaking 
to Louiſa) to honour me with your 


ba confidence. © I am not, my 
% Lord,“ replied Louiſa, © what I ap- 


e pear to be, though of a noble fami- 


ly, yet in no way related to Mon- 


„ ſieur or Madam de Polignac, who 


* honour me with their friendſhip 


my parents Here Louiſa fetched 


a deep ſigh, aud her eyes were inſtant- 
ly filled with tears, which prevented 


N 1 g. Lord Belmont looked | 
2 at 


T 292. 4; 
bave given the world to have wiped 
reſpect, and aſtoniſhment at her afflic- 
zing at thoſe beauties, which her grief 
made ſtill more, lovely, he was rouſed 
from the pleaſing contemplation by the 
rattling of a carrriage driving into the 
<or.ch yard, and to his utmoſt amaze- 


ſelf, who came to pay the ladies a viſit, 


ordered his charriot and ſervants to re- 


back to his own hotel. 
The Marchioneſs ſeeing the porter 
had already admitted his Lordſhip into 


room, and that ſhe would wait on him 
immediately; then turning to Lord 


3 Belmont 


at her with eyes of love, and would | 
away the pearly drops as they fell; but 


tion, prevented him. As he ſtood ga- 


ment, ſaw it was Lord Croſslove him- 
Fortunately for Lord Belmont, he had 


turn home, intending to have walked 


the outer court, had but juſt time to 
33 order her groom of the chamber to con- 
duct Lord Croſslove into the drawing 


D 
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Belmont, apologized for leaving bim, 


and, added laughing, unleſs you 


«+ chooſe to be introduced to him you 
66. had better repeat your viſit at another 


time.“ “ To-morrow, then, if you 


«© will permit me Madam, anſwered 
he; and looking at Louiſa, who looked 
pale and dejected, Oh Mademoiſelle,” 
exclaimed he, will you not revive. 
„ my drooping heart with ſome dawn 
„ of hope?” As Louiſa remained 
filent, the Marchioneſs ſaid, ** To- 
«© morrow I ſhall be engaged out with 
„ the Marquis, from ten in the morn- 
ing, till the hour of toilette; but the 
„% day following, my Lord, about 


„ twelve at noon, I ſhall be glad of 


„ the honour of your company, when 
„ ſhall tak care not to be interrupted 
% —butnow I muſt beg you will leave 
us, as I hear Lord Croſslove is aſ- 
99 cending the ſtairs,” Lord Belmont 


| again- turned to Miſs Rivers, and with- 


I 3 5 dumb 


CFE] 


dumb eloquence ſeemed to implore her 
compaſſion, but Louiſa unable to ſpeak, 
ſhe never having had ſuch a trial before, 
ſtood with down caſt eyes, and in the 
greateſt confuſion imaginable. Madame 
de Polignac looking rather impatient, 


which urged Lord Belmont once more 
to entreat Miſs Rivers to give him 
leave to hope. To hope, my Lord,” 
anſwered ſhe, alas, what can I ſay?“ 
— “ What is the moſt agreeable to 


„ your own inclinations, Madam, re- 
plied he — Then. be aſſured, ſaid 


Louiſa, .I will never liſten to Lord 
* Croſſlove's addreſſes, and and — 


there ſhe! ſtopped. Proceed, moſt 


© amiable of women, exclaimed Lord 
Belmont, “ and free my ſoul from diſ- 
© pair, ere I leave this houſe. May 
„] hope for à favourable. anſwer? 


Louiſa then aſſuming a little courage, 


id, « Your virtues and merit entitle 


* you to > ity my Lord, and if your 
. 2 


E * 

6 happineſs depends on my. good opi- 
« nion of you, you need not fear that, 
„ my anſwer will be repugnant to 
« your hopes.” Lord Belmont in an 
ecſtacy of joy, ſnatched her hand, which. 
he kiſſed with all imaginable fervour, 
ere Louiſa had time or thought to with- 
draw. it from him. Then with looks of 
love and reſpect, bowed and took his 
leave. 

Louiſa begged the Marchioneſs would 
excuſe her accompanying her into the 
drawing room. Vou are right my 
“ dear,” ſaid that lady, I wont give 
that bold lover the pleaſure of ſeeing. 
vou till he ſues, for it.“ Then going 
herſelf to join Lord Croſſlove, who, at 
her appearance, made a thouſand apo- 
logies for his coming ſo early (though 
it was then near two o'clock) that he 
ought to have conſidered their retiring 
late the night before, and of courſe, he 
looked upon it as a miracle to have the 
I 4 honour 


* 
honour to ſee her then, and alledged in 
excuſe, the earneſt inclination to have 
the happineſs of paying his reſpects to 
her and her amiable niece, had prompt- 
ed him for once to neglect the etiquette 
generally obſerved on thoſe occaſions. 
Madame de Polignac, tired with this 
preface, interrupted his Lordſhip by 
ſaying, the hour was not at all impro- 
per for a morning viſit, for had he pro- 
craſtinated it, ſhe might in all proba- 
bility have been deprived of the honour 
of ſeeing him that morning, as ſhe was 
2 thinking of preparing for the toilette 
in about half an hour. Lord Croſſlove 
bowed, and aſked to be honoured with 
the ſight of Mademoiſelle, who, he 
hoped, was not too much fatigued with 
her dancing, which had inſpired every 
body with admiration — . Not at all, 
% my Lord,“ replied the Marchioneſs, 
3 „ but I think ſhe is drefling.” —« [ 
_» an. "ould be ſorry if * Lady was at 
uy | - & preſent 
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“ preſent thus engaged,” anſwered he, 
« as I would have the honour of. 


« ſpeaking to her particularly; and al- 


% though what I preſume to commu- 
d nicate to her may be ſaid before you, 
6 and it is my wiſh you ſhould be pre- 
„ ſent, yet without the young lady 
6“ herſelf I cannot poſſibly declare my 
«+ ſentiments.” The Marchioneſs rang, 
the bell, and having ordered a ſervant 
to requeſt Miſs Rivers' company, ſhe 
entered in a few minutes after into the 
drawing room. Never did ſhe look fo. 
lovely in her life as ſhe did then; Lord 
Belmont's converſation had painted the 
moſt amiable confuſion. in her counte- 


nance, which bordered. a little upon 


melancholy; but it was a pleaſing me- 


lancholy, a ſoſt attracting penſi ve look,, 


which gave a ſweetneſs to her features, 
commanding at the ſame time both love 
and reſpect; nor was it to be wonder- 
ed at, Lord Belmont, among the many 

1 SE who 
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* who had made propoſals to ber was the 
only man ſhe ever had It herſelf inte- 
reſted for. The intricacy of the ſitua- 


tion in which ſhe was involved, gave 
her pain, and ſhe wiſhed him happy, 
which at preſent he ſeemed to * but 
adi ſtant proſpect ol. | 


At her entrance into the drawing 


room, Lord Croſslove roſe and bowing 


to her as if ſhe had been a divinity, 


would ſearely permit himſelf the acquit- 


tal of the accuſtomed compliments be- 


fore he made her a ſerious declaration 
of the violent love with which the 


had inſpired him, and an offer of his 
hand, and to ſettle ten thouſand pounds 


ſterling a year on her, as pocket money, 


and two thouſand more as a jointure, 


and in cafe ſhe ſhould outlive bim, 


without having any children by him; 
his whole fortune, which was noble, 


ſhould be hers. Many other emolu- 
ments and proſpects of happineſs, both 


to 


_ 
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to herſelf and him, he mentioned, to- 
gether with an account of his family, 
relations, and connections, and conelu- 
ded with the hopes Monſieur and Ma- 
dame de Polignac would be his advo- 
cates and ſupport his intereſt. Louiſa 
had all this while been filent; her heart 
was agitated with a thouſand different ; 
ſentiments, but not one in favour f 
Lord Croſslove; for, refle&ing on the 
amiable qualities of Lord Belmont, and 
the tyrannical proceedings of that man 
who now ſued for her hand, ſhe beheld 
him with abhorrence, little reflecting, 
by the bye, that her partiality for the 
nephew, inereaſed her averſion for the 
uncle, in whoſe breaſt love for her was 
as powerful, (though not ſo judiciary) 
as it could pothbly be in that of Lord 
Belmont. However ſhe ſtood excuſed 
in preference of the laſt, who was poſ+ 
ſefled of all the amiable qualities a truly * ; 


honeſt mind could glory in; whereas 
<E 6 Lord : 
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Lord Croſslove was only the ſhadow 
of all the perfections ſo conſpicuous in 
Lord Belmont. The diſparity of years 
might likewiſe be reckoned an objection; 
but the greateſt objection of all, was, that 
fourteen months before the preſent pe- 
.Tiod, ſhe had beheld lord Belmont, and 
from that period her heart had whiſpered 
- her, that as far as ſhe could judge from 
outward appearance ſhe never had ſeen 
a more amiable man. This laſt idea 
her critical ſituation had not permitted 
her however to entertain herfelf with, 
as her utmoſt care and anxiety had been 
to give ſatisfaction to the Pianelli's, and 
to ſecure herfelf the friendſhip of Ma- 
dame de Polignac, in both which points 
ſhe had ſucceeded. But to return to 
Lord Croſslove. Louiſa, percieving 
he had ceaſed to ſpeak, and was waiting 
for her reply, thanked him in the moſt 
reſpectful manner for the honour of his 
offer; ; but at the lame time excuſed 
 herfell 


[ 1 


herſelf from accepting it. Your rea- 
« ſons Madam, if you pleaſe,” ſaid he 
ſomewhat piqued. © I am too young 

my Lord,” replied ſhe, am not 
« my own miſtreſs, and have no incli- 
“ nation at all to enter into the married 


4e ſlate.” 


—* As to your firſt objection, 


ſaid he, affecting a juvenile air, © that 
„e will correct itſelf every day—your 
6 ſecond, implies, I muſt have Mon- 


- 


» 


» 


ſieur and Madame de Polignac's con- 
1ſent—Well, that I ſhall aſk, and 


„make no doubt of obtaining it—As 
e to your laſt, give me leave to doubt 
your ſincerity a little there; unleſs 
you differ from other young ladies, 
«© who in general wiſh for nothing 
more than to be under the auſpices 
of a huſband to procure themſelves 
more freedom.” Louiſa bluſhed at 
this uncouth ſpeech, and the Marchio- 
neſs with a ſerious look, begged his 
n would make ſome diſtinction 


* 


in 
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by 


in a rule, which, notwithſtanding his 
unfavourable opinion of the ſex, ſhe 
trufied was not general. fand 
_ corrected, Madam, anfwered he, 
and aſk your and the young lady's 
pardon, and earneſtly entreat you 


will permit my vifits to your neice; 


who, I hope, in a very little time, 
to convince that a lady who has diſ- 
eretion and underſtanding, can ne- 


ver be too young to marry. I in- 


tend taking the firſt opportunity of 


paying my reſpects to the Marquis, 
and ſollieit his conſent may join your 


approbation.” * Mr. de Polignac 
will be honoured by your Lordſhip's 


- viſit,” replied the Marchionefs, ** but. 
neither his or my conſent are neceſſary 
to procure Mademoiſelle the honour 
of your hand, it is her will and incli- 
nation alone, which is to determine 


her choice,” 1 thought,” reſumed 


Lord Croſalove the young lady did 
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« juſt now acknowledge herſelf not to 


<« be. her own miſtreſs.” In one 
«« ſenſe ſhe is not, as ſhe has a father, 
« at leaſt ſhe hopes A father!” in 


terrupted his Lordſhip, ** wha is bw | 


chere is he—let me go to Ium—fly 


to him—write ta him tell me, you 


«© charming creature, where is he?” 
« The laft time I had the bappineſs of 


« hearing from him, he was at Gib- - 


_ & raſtar,” replied Louiſa, and added 
in a ſorrowful tone of voice, ** ſeveral 
« years have rolled away fince I have 


6 heard from him, which, as it opreſ- 


* ſes me with grief, ſo it leaves me in 


6 utter darkneſs with regain to his 
deſtiny.“ | 

As Lord ens did not poßel 
any ſentiment of tenderneſs, compat- 


ſion, or pity, but, on the contrary, 


ſelf-love being his idol, he had no ideas 
that thoſe amiable and heart-gaining 
faculties, thoſe attributes of the foul, 

I could 


* 
8 
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* 
„ 
” 


=P : : 
4 „ 
* 1 8 0 te 1, of tr oo —[—é noe 


[184 J 
could have any exiſtence but in the 
brain of poets and authors; and with- 


out confidering Louiſa's extreme delt- 


cacy, and the power thoſe paſſions had 


over her, he cried out, He's dead, 


dc he's ſhot, he's kill'd! Don't think 


| 4 of a dead father; take a living huſ- 


% band to your arms, my fair one, 


who, like me, will make you happy 


46 as a queen.“ Louiſa had well-nigh 
dropped out of her chair at this brutal, 
this inhuman exclamation ; but her re- 
ſentment kept her from falling: and 
aſſuming all the courage in her power, 
faid, with a faultering voice, Happy 
with you, my Lord! Sooner ſhall 
light unite with darkneſs than you 


acquire the power of making me 
* happy. A man that is void of hu- 


« manity, and who can with unparal- 


„ lelled le vity wound a woman's heart, 
* already nearly broken for the loſs of 


« a dear and _worthy parent, that man 
: £6 18 | 
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is the fitteſt ſociety for himſelf. I 
& muſt thereſore beg leave to with- 
% draw, and intreat you will ſuppreſs 
« all other intended viſits to me in 
“ future, as I ſhall be under the ne- 
« ceflity of having myſelf denied to 
% you, ſhould you come to the hotel 
„on my account:” and riſing from 
her ſeat, was for leaving the room, 
when he cried out, Stay, Madam! 1 
„ conjure you, hear and pardon me! 
What I have ſaid proceeded not from 
% inhumanity, as you unkindly ſtile 
© it, but merely to divert your grow- 
ing melancholy, on ſeeing tears riſing 
« in your eyes; and I really thought 
5 1t the wy —_ to diffipate and diſ- 
«6 perſe them.” — + Your Lordſhip,” 

replied Miſs Rivers, « certainly hath a | 
right to act according to your way 
of thinking; but as your ideas and 
mine differ ſo widely, and are ſo op- 

1 poſite to each other, [ have no right 
? 66 to 
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* to control yours; and undoubtedly 
„ no one hath power to compel. mine. 


It is therefore but juſt we ſhould 


leave each other to the liberty of en- 


« joying them according to our in- 


* clinations,”—* You ſhall ever think 


and act as you pleaſe hereafter, Ma- 
4 dam,” reſumed he; ſay but you 
«. will be mine, and -- That 
6 1 never can be, my Lord,” anſwered 
ſhe; for, abſtracted from the diſpa- 


1 rity between your Lordſhip and me 


« in every reſpect, my firm reſolution 
6 1s never to beſtow my hand on any 


% man till I ſhall have attained my 
_, « twenty-firſt year. Then, and not 
till then, can or ſhall I deem myſelf 


6 at liberty to diſpoſe of myſelf. Should 
propitious Heaven reſtore me to my 
father before that time, then his will 
4 is to guide me.” —< Oh madam 
&« give me but hopes, exclaimed Lord 


Croſslo ve, and I'll wait with patience 


* 


1 


1 J. 
« till you are of age, ſo I can but be 
« bleſſed with your hand and heart. 
« and all the tedious ſpace between 
« that period and; my. happineſs, ſhall 
„be employed to often. that obdurate 
& heart into ſome compaſſion for me. 


* 


« Give me but leave to viſit ou; 
time produces wonders: I cannot 
« live without you; but muſt and will 


follow you like your ſhadow.“— 


lt cannot be, my Lord,” reſumed. 
ſhe.; my heart diſdains receiving and 
6+ encouraging aſſiduities, which it is 


& ſure it can never reward: and: 
making him a curteſy, ſhe leſt. the 
room. 

What can be 1 Madam, with 
0 th ſtubborn niece of yours!“ ſaid 
Lord Croſslove to Madame de Polignac, 
when Louiſa was withdrawn. —“ Ma- 


* demoiſelle la Riviere is no niece of 


mine,“ anſwered that lady; but is 
* as dear to me as if ſhe was my own 


„child: 


* 
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« child; but not being related to me, 
% have no power over her, nor in- 


«deed any inclination, to control her 
„ will, or aQions, in any the leaft 


e particular.” - But you have in- 
4 fluence, I ſuppoſe, Madam, 
he: and in a mind that boaſts ſuch 
% refined ſentiments, ſurely gratitude 
4+ muſt have ſome place there. 
„That I am aſſured of,” faid ſhe: 
* the moſt unbounded gratitude, love, 
4+ and affection, dwells in her heart, 


39 


replied 


and manifeſts itfelf in every cireum- 
& ſtance towards me.” —* Then, Ma- 


dam,“ faid his Lordſhip, © let me 


* entreat you to intercede for me; for 


a" 


J cannot live without her. I had 
6 


& formed the young lady was an indi- 


« gent relation of yours, entirely de- 
« n an your goodneſs; from 


6 whence 


indeed flattered myſelf the pleadings - 
“of another in my favour would have 
been unneceſſary, having been in- 


an 
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whence I had conceived hopes, that 
a man of my rank and fortune 
would not only have been receiv- 
ed graciouſly, but even that the 
noble propoſal I made her would 


have been accepted with pleaſure. 


She charmed me from the moment I 
beheld her, but I have no reaſon to 


think ſhe was pleaſed with my ad- 
miration of her. She was indeed ig- 


norant of the ſentiments I entertained 


for her: and another impediment 


which prevented my imparting. them 


to her (though at firſt fight) was 


my jackanapes of a nephew, who, 


as her partner in the dance, engroſſ- 


ed her converſation all the evening : 


but J have taken care he ſhall not 
croſs my deſigns any more.. 
Madame de Polignac took from hence 


an occaſion to inquire a little into Lord 


Belmont's affairs. He is my bro- 
( ther's ſon, Madam,” faid he, and 
6 left. 
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ee left under my tuition till the ſhall 1 
„ have attained his twenty-fixth year. 1 
lf before that time he marries, or 1 
„ forms any connections contrary to t 
« my will, he ſhall not have a ſix- ( 
penny piece out of his great fortune. 1 
* Now as I ſuſpect him to be ſmitten te 
„with your adopted niece, I was w1ll- 1 
ing to obtain the promiſe of her hand {a 
„ before he dared to declare himſelf; ” 1 
% not dreaming that, fituated as the is, * 
„ fhe would have reſuſed me. I mutt be 
therefore entreat you, Madam, t 6 
+6 uſe all your influence in my 5 he 
«© half.” . . co 
The Marchioneſs was too well con- Jab 
vinced that Lord Croſslove was a man the 
not only devoid of all ſentiment, but 
that he was likewiſe very ill-bred, ill- 1 
mannered, and arbitrary, and only glo- M 
ried in his riches. She therefore thought lea 
it prudent not to reveal Miſs Rivers's tio! 
family to * leſt, * application twill an, 


her 


1 
her uncle, ſhe might be importuned to 
marry Lord Croſslove, to ſereen Lord 
Rivers from the imputation of not pro- 
tecting her as his niece, To this end 
(and to avoid as much as poſſible giv- 
Ing any ſuſpicion of Lord Belmont) af- 
ter thanking him for the honour of his 
_ propoſal, ſhe contented herſelf with 
ſaying, ſhe wonld try her influence in 
his Lordſhip's behalf with Miſs Rivers; 
but ſhould that be unavailing, ſhe 
begged he would relinquith all farther 
hopes concerning her: and riſing from 
her ſeat, excuſed herſelf from any longer 
converſation, on account, added ſhe, 
laughing, of that important buſineſs 
the toilette. 
Lord Croſslove bafſtily wok: a hive | 
ving once more recommended his and 
Miſs Rivers's intereſt to her, took his 
leave, very ill ſatisfied with his recep- 
tion, his pride being greatly mortified: 
| and as he * not doubt but his ne- 
phevy 
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| -phew would meet with a much more 
_ favourable one, ſhould he propoſe him- 
ſelf; and as he had ſtrong motives for 
believing he would, he formed a ſcheme 
for removing this worthy young man 
out of Florence, which he actually ef- 


fectuated, and gave the finiſhing firoke 


to the dreadful calamities which befel 
our lovely heroine foon after. 
Arrived at his hotel, he repaired to 


Lady Belmont's apartment, and, with- 
out any regard to truth, informed her 
that her ſon had propoſed himſelf to 
that charming French girl, who, al- 
though beautiful, yet had not a far- 
thing of her own, and was entirely 
dependent on Madame de Polignac's 
charity: yet, poor as ſhe was, ſhe 
ſhould be Lady Croſslove: nor would 
he ſuffer” any young fellow to rival 
him in his affections, or ſnatch away 


the only woman upon earth he had 


ever truly loved. But as Mademoiſelle 


E 
had not yet given the young ſpark his 


anſwer, it ſhould be his buſineſs to 
prevent his ever receiving it, by ſend- 
ing him off immediately for Switzer- 
land, where he ſhould order him to 
remain till he was of age: and long 
<« before that time 1 ſhall have married 


that charming tormenter, and Dupe- 
&« ley, your niece, ſtands a good chance 
« of becoming Lady Belmont, if ſhe 

« plays her cards well.” —< But how,” 


ſaid Lady Belmont, can you accom- 
pliſh this exile of my ſon ? for he will 
look upon it as ſuch; and I greatly 


fear he'll not comply.“ — <* Not com- 
ply!” anſwered he: „ he ſhall and 
« muſt comply. I will inform him 
« of my intended engagement with 


6 


* 


„ put a total ſtop to his pretenſions. 


And as he has not yet had an op- 
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Mademoiſelle; nay, I'll even hint I 
have Mr. and Madame de Polignac's 
= approbation, which of courſe muſt 
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portunĩty to declare himſelf to the 


young lady, I will take care be ſhall 
not; for I will ſtick cloſe to him 
all this evening; and not till to- mor- 
row morning, when the coach will 


be got ready, ſhall he know any 


thing of my defign : and even then I 


ſhall only propoſe him to accompany 
* me a few miles out of Florence ; and 


when in the chaiſe, I ſhall diſcloſe 
my mind to him, by ordering bim 


to look on Mademoilclle de la Ri- 
-viere as his future aunt ; and 1 ſhall 
take eſpecial care no written corre- 
ſpondence ſhall be carried on between 
them, by having all their letters in- 
 tercepted, And ſhould I find out, 
that during his "abſence he deludes 
my vigilance by writing to her, that 


inſtant I diſinherit him, according 


to the will of bis father, not to 
enter into a ſerious courtſhip with · 


out my . — “ But,” faid 
| r 
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Lady Belmont, who really loved her 8 


I don't like to be ſo ſoon ſeparated 
from my dear George: it is but ten 
days, ſince his arrival here, after a 
long abſence from me. Surely he 


will obey your commands, although 


he ſtays in Florence,” — © Obey my 


commands,” exclaimed Lord Croſs- 


love: I tell you he loves her; and 


the little baggage has no averſion to 


him; of that Lam certain: and 


would you have me run the hazard 
of being outrivalled by him? for 
although he would not preſume to 


vifit her againſt my expreſs orders 
to the contrary, yet is it in my 
power to prevent their meeting in 
public ? And, when there, can 1 
hinder them from expreſſive looks, 
mutual glances, and ogling? No. 
George ſhall go; that I am deter- 
mined on. And let me but once call 
wyſelf the huſband of this coy little 


K 2 lady 


3 


T [ 196 5 
« lady, you ſhall ſend for him as ſoon 
% as you pleaſe; for ll warrant I need 


not fear him then.“ Lady Belmont, 


knowing the perverſe obſtinacy of her 


brother-in-law, and willing to ſee her 


niece married to her ſon, did not op- 
poſe him any farther, but ict him o 


act as he pleaſec. 
Madame de Polignac Wen 


aſter Lord Croſslove's departure, went 
up to Louiſa, who ſhe found penſive 


and melancholy. I come, my dear,” 
ſaid ſhe, © to try my influence over 


« you, in behalf of Lord Croſslove.“ 
In every thing but that I will be 


guided by you,” ſaid Louiſa; * but 
4 ſurely, Madam, you are not ſerious.” 


2 Serious! can you ſuppoſe it? no 
„ my dear, I am too much intereſted 


« in ſeeing you Lady Belmont to 


become an ad vocate for his brutal 


<« uncle; but we muſt be prudent, and 


not me his mn any umbrage, 


. | *6 by 


{ W } 
„% by receiving his nephew with too 
% great an appearance of ſatisfaction; 
« but let me aſk you one queſtion, 
and let your anſwer be like yourſelf, 
ingenuous and ſincere: do you think 
« you could be happy with Lord Bel- 
« mont was he to become your huſ- 
% band?” Louiſa, bluſhing as red as 
ſcarlet, and beſitating, faid at laſt, 
Madam, you are entitled to know 
my moſt ſerious thoughts, and 3 
6 ſ{cruple not to declare to you, that if 
on a farther acquaintance with him, 
he ſhould prove to be the ſame, both 
* in morals, principles, and under- 
% ſtanding, as his appearance beſpeaks 
* him to be, I do in reality think, I 
& could not be happy with any man 
* elſe.” —+* Then, my dear,” ſaid the 
Marchioneſs, let me adviſe you — 
next Thurſday he intends waiting on 
“you for his anſwer, do not keep him 
in ſuſpence ſince ſuch are your ſenti- 

1 K 3 * ments 


6 36 ] 
ments for him, but tell him openly 
and freely you accept of his addrefles, 


ſhould the inquiries the Marquis in- 
tends making with regard to him, 


anſwer the good opinion you have 
already received of him.“ W 111 

not that be rather too precipitate 
Madam,” aſked Louiſa, —““ Not at 


all, my dear,” replied ſne; noble 
„ minds ſcorn mean diffimulation”- — 


I abhor it you are my witneſs, 
Madam, and hope I ſhall ever be 
ſincere in all my thoughts and ex- 


preſſions: but you will be preſent at 
the interview, which will relieve my 
confuſion in the 4mportant converſa- 


tion.” —*<* Depend upon it, my dear, 


I ſhall not leave you. Oh! Mis 
Rivers, I foreſee your future happi- N 
neſs, which anticipates my content- 
ment and nn ih on | the ac- 


count of it. 
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The ladies then finiſhed dreflin ing, | 
and deſcended into the eating room, 
where Mr. de Polignac waited their 
coming. The Marquis was conſidera- 
bly recovered; no ſigus of deſpondency 
or melancholy on his countenance, and 
that day he looked remarkably well : £ 
but, alas, that viſible ſatisfaction pro- 
ceeded from a moſt pernicious cauſe. 
He had that morning been at the gam- 
ing table, Where, at firſt, he intended 
to have been only an idle ſpectator — 
hazarded a ſtake with ſucceſs, a ſecond, - 
third, fourth, and ſifth, with equal ad- | 
vantage — allured by the hope of gain, 
and vainly flattering himſelf to retrieve _ 
his broken fortune, doubled and trippled 
his ſtakes, won all before him, and re- 
turned home with a conſiderable ſum 5 
of money; elated with his good for- 
tune, all his former ardour for play re- 
turned, and he totally forgot the pious 
reſolution he had taken of never touch- 


\ 


Ta] 


ing a card again; deluding himſelf with 


| having fortitude of mind ſufficient, that 
if in caſe fortune again ſhould turn his 
enemy, to retreat before | ſhe ſhould 
have entirely ſtripped him of his newly- 
acquired wealth. Thus determined, 
he had engaged himſelf to join his 


gambling friends the enſuing evening, 


where he hoped at leaſt to double the 
. advantage: he had gained; and buoyed 
up with this Aattering ſhadow, it pro- 

- duced the lively animated looks ſo 
conſpicuous | in bis whole aſpect. The 
ladies complimented him on this agree- 
able change, which he retaliated ; and 


with reaſon, as they were both pleaſed 


with the reſolutian taken with h 
to Lord Belmont. 


Dinner being over, and the viſiting 


hour arrived, Mr. de Polignac went to 


his deftruRion, and the ladies, to Ma- 


dame de Cagliari, who had a card aſ- 
ſembly, but limited her company not 


to 


to exceed a decent moderate ſum; 
which was the more agreeable to all 
parties, as the greateſt loſs to every in-- 
' dividual did not ſurpaſs twenty ſequins, 
ten guineas, Thus far it proved an 
amuſing paſtime her hotel was there- 
fore in general more _crowded with 
genteel company than any in Florence. 

The inſtant the Marchioneſs and 
Louiſa entered the drawing room, 
Lord Croſslove was near the door, and 
preſented his hand to the laſt, to con- 
duct her to the upper end of the room 
where Madame de Cagliari was ſeated; = 

| while Lord Belmont, who his uncle = | 
had induced to go there, performed the "0 
ſame ceremony to the Marchioneſs. 
Louiſa would fain have been excuſed to | 
be thus conducted, but could not pill. 
bly avoid it; and Lord Croſslove was = 
even bold enough to whiſper in her ear 
as he led her through the room, We 
+ muſt be better acquainted than we 
"Ss _ 


% 


* 


t 


8 . been Louiſa's anger and 
confuſion as bür too viſible by the 


- bluſhes which covered her face; not 


. unobſerved by Lord Belmont, who 


caſt a moſt tender look at her as he 
bowed, and which ſhe only could re- 
turn by a timid civility. 
\ During the whole evening Lord 
Crolslove watched his nephew's and 
_ Miſs Rivers' looks with ſuch attention, 
that they were totally deprived of all 1 


ocular intelligence with each other; 1 
yet, notwithſtanding, the uncle had 2 
read too much in his nephew's eyes to 3 
convince him he was his rival. Miſs " 
Rivers, from a natural reſerve and p 
baſuhfulneſs. which generally accompa- be 


8d her when ſhe found herſelf the 


object of admiration, he could not form ler 
a judgement of, ſo contented. himſelf Pic 
by keeping all other men at a diſtance eu 
from her, and kept her in continual hu 
e 


converſation, 
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converſation, though all her replies to 
him conſiſted moſtly of monoſyllables, 

The Marchioneſs was engaged at 
ombre, and Louiſa having ſtood all the 
time behind her chair, had thereby 


given her an opportunity of hearing 
the important diſcourſe of Lord Croſs- 


love to her, and gueſſing at her diſtreſs, 
ſaid, in order to relieve her, ©* Suppoſe, 


„my dear, as our party is finiſhed, 
you and [I ſhould change places, I: 
4 have played with ill lack, perhaps 
$6 yours. may be better.” Louiſa re-- 
Joicing to be thus releaſed from her talk-- 


ative lover, accepted the propoſal with - 
pleaſure, as her attention would now - 


be required on her game. 
A lady there, then diſengaged, chal 
lenged Lord Croſslove to a party at 
piquet; of which he immediately ex- 
cuſed himſelf, as not being in a playing 
humour: But, Madam, added he, 
8 - nephew will be glad of the ho- 
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„ you, though he is a famous piquet 
« player, I can tell you that” — and 
without waiting her reply, here 
« George, ſaid he to bim. give 
„this lady a ſpecimen of your ſkill, or 
« elſe take a leſſon from her.” | 
Lord Belmont bit his lips through 
vexation, as he had entertained hopes 
of a little converſation with Madam de 
Polignac, which were now cruelly 
fruſtrated by the imperious commands 
of his uncle, and which, ont of polite- 
neſs to the lady in queſtion, he could 
not but obey. . 
Madame de Polignac was likewiſe 
much diſpleaſed at the malignant ſcheme 
of Lord Croſslove, who had thus de- 
feated her intentions of a moment's con- 
verſation with his nephew; and being 
tired with the idle chit chat of the for- 
mer, went to bea ſpectator of the latter's 
. ſucceſs at p being in no fear for 
1 Loviſa, 
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Louiſa, who had not a word to ſpare 
to any one, but what related to her 
game. Scarce was ſhe arrived at Lord 


Belmont's table, before Lord Croſslove 


joined her, thereby preventing all poſ- 
ſible opportunity of exchanging one 


word together. Her prudence, how- 
ever, forbade her to take the leaſt no- 


tice of this perſecution; but, on the 
_ contrary, ſhe appeared unconcerned, 


and converſed with the perſecutor till 


the party was finiſhed, the lady having 
found her adverſary too hard for her, 
declined playing any more. Louiſa 
had likewiſe riſen from her chair, and 
the party engaging at vingt-un, the 
Marchioneſs immediately joined her and 


propoſed their return homeward, which 


the gladly accepted. Lord Croſslove 
again ready with his hand to reconduct 


her to her carriage, which ſhe was con- 


ſtrained to accept of; but all the vigi- 
lance he had kept up during the courſe 
OS of 
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of the evening, could not prevent Lord 


Belmont's giving his hand to the Mar- 
5 chioneſs, who he conducted to her coach, 


though cloſely followed by his uncle, 
A trifling accident here favoured the 
Marchioneſs's deſign. As Lord Croſs- 


love was intent to the few words which 


| paſſed between them, and which were 


of no conſequence, he rather hurried 
Louiſa, who coming through the anti- 


chamber, the trimming of her petticoat 


caught the corner of one of the orange 
trees, which decorated that room, and 
was entangled in its branches. Impa- 
tient as her conductor was to follow the 


Marchioneſs, he was forced to ſtay till 
Miſs Rivers was diſengaged from the 


impediment which retarded her, giving 
thereby Lord Belmont an opportunity 
of aſking whether he might hope for a 


favourable anſwer from the obje&' of 


his heart, and the inexpreffible fatisfac- 
tion of TG. for anſwer, that he 
0 | _ 


* 
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might with all aſſurance, as Miss Ri- 
vers had confeſſed her eſteem for him 
to ber, and had refuſed peremptorily 


his uncle's offer: But,“ added ſhe, 
leave me this moment for fear of ſuſ- 
« picion, and pray ſee what occaſions. 


their delay in coming. Lord Bel- 


: mont ſoon met his uncle and Miſs Ri- 


vers, and addreffing himſelf to the lat- 


ter, ſaid, © Madame de Polignac | 


% would hardly permit me to aſſiſt her 


66 getting into her carriage, as ſhe did | 


not ſee you near her.” Louiſa ex- 


plained the reaſon, and Lord Croſslove 
happy in the thought that no converſation 
could have paſſed between them in the 


ſpace of a minute or two, ſaid with a 


malicious ſmile, + Madame was uneaſy 

“ with the apprehenſions of my run» _ 
„ning away with her niece, and you 

ſeem diſpleaſed at not having had a 

ttte-a-ttte Ou her aunt; but I ſhall 

„watch you.“ This he ſaid in En- 
1 3 .. - + un. 
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gui, and was perfectly well e 
by Louiſa, who ſtepped into the coach, 


and was, with the Marchioneſs, ſoon at 


their hotel. | | 
Being arrived at their apartment, 


they both broke out into mutual com- 


plaints againſt Lord Croſslove, at his 


uncivil manner, his impolite behaviour 
and his tyrannical arbitary way of treat- 


ing his nephew, whom both ladies 


pitted, 

The Marchioneſs obſerved to e 
that ſhe greatly feared Lord Croſslove 
ſuſpected his nephew's afſection for her. 
« | am of your opinion, Madam,” 


anſwered ſhe, and ſhould not at all 


«be ſurpriſed if he ſhould forbid Lord 
„ Belmont's ever paying any viſit here, 
« from his expreſſion that he would 
« watch him,” —*« 1 conjecture worſe 


“ from his whole behaviour,” ſaid the 


Marchioneſs ; for I am much miſtaken 
«x he does not infiſt upon bis quitting 
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Florence, at leaſt till ſuch time as he 
can conquer your averſion for him.“ 


Then,” ſaid Louiſa, © he muſt be 


an exile for ever; for though it is 
inconſiſtent with my way of think- 


ing, to hate any body, yet it is im- 
poſſible I can ever be reconciled to 


Lord Croſslove, that is, not in that 


point he wiſhes I ſhould; for I had 
rather beg my bread than become 
bis wife; and ſorry I am, he exhibits 


ſuch a bad ſpecimen of his country= 
men, only as his nephew is ſuch a 
ſtriking contraſt to the uncle, it in- 
duces me to with the latter is ſingular, 
and that all other Engliſhmen reſem- 


ble the former.“ —** It were to be 


wiſhed indeed, my dear,” ſaid the 


Marchioneſs. I apprehend alſo, that 


the amiable Belmont will not have 
it in his power to come to his ap- 
* pointment the day after to-morrow, 
his uncle will Keep him from hence 


depend 
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ce. depend upon it. 
& him obey his uncle,” anſwered Lou- 
iſa, „as he is his uncle. Obedience 
* never yet proved prejudicial in a good 
As he is ftill in Lord Croſs- 
love's power, he ought to reſpect 
<© that power, and with the more rea- 
« ſon, as there is but a ſhort period 
remaining, when that power and 
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„% authority will be annihilated.” 


Supper being ſerved up, and Mr. de 
| Pollo not returned, the Jadics par- 
took of it tete. a- tete, and after a little 

more chit chat, they retired to reſt. 
Mr. de Polignac did not reach his 
hotel till five o'clock in the morning, 
he had been engaged till that hour with 
cards, and had met with ſuch amazing 
fucceſs, that he repented he had ſo long 
withſtood the joining his favourite 
amufement. As he had promiſed the 
Jadies to attend them, with ſome more 
company, that morning to the gallery 
” | of 


— would have 


re 


1 


of pictures, and finding he ſhould be 


unable to perform his promiſe, and ever 


attentive to his wife, he wrote a note 


excuſing himſelf for non-attendance, 


and begged ſhe would not be difappoint- 


ed, but viſit without him, that muſeum 
of arts. The company appointed to 
go with her and Miſs Rivers, was nu- 
merous, ſufficient not to make it appear 
ſingular, eſpecially as it conſiſted of 
gentlemen and ladies. The fa& was, 
that this infatuated man had given his 
word of honour to meet his gambling 
companions as ſoon as he ſhould have 
breakfaſted ; for, being ſuch a conſider- 


| able gainer, the etiquette required that 


the loſers ſhould have their chance of 
revenge. 

Madame de Polignac having fiend 
the note, and underſtanding from the 
ſervant the Marquis was very well, ſhe 
alked no farther queſtions, always hap- 
Py WIG he was pleaſed, no jealouſy 
whatever 
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whatever tortured her gentle mind, all 


was calm there. 


Her company being arrived, Louiſa 
and herſelf attended them to that moſt 


famous gallery, deſervedly diſtinguiſh- 


ed in Europe, by the name of the Flo- 


rence gallery. Our ladies were highly 


entertained, particularly Miſs Rivers, 
who was herſelf a moſt excellent artiſt, 
A lady there, not one of Madame de Po- 


lignac's party, exprefled her ſurpriſe to 
a gentleman at not ſeeing Lord Belmont 


amongſt them, as he is a lover of arts, 
and has a great veneration for this repo- 
ſitory of ſkill and genius, which he 
ſeldom fails viſiting every morning, 
+ Lord Belmont,” replied the gentle- 
man, * that univerſal favourite of the 
& ladies, has left Florence this morning. 


* 


N 


6 


nine o' clock, accompanied by his 


5 uncle ; but where they intended di- 
8 & recting 


I called upon him, and was inform- 
ed by a ſervant, that he ſet out about 


1+ T 


t recting their ſteps, or how Jong they 
« were to be abſent, I could not gain 


« the moſt minute intelligence, the 


ee man appearing to be perfectly ig- 
« norant relating to it.” .] dare ſay,” 
replied another, that ſurly Lord 
„ Croſslove, jealous of the preference 
his nephew meets with every where, 
„ will not ſuffer ſo formidable a rival 
« to breathe the ſame air with himſelf.” 


The converſation now became general 


upon this ſubject. Some blamed Lord 
Belmont for being too ſubſcrvient, in 


not ſhaking off the yoke which galled 


him. Others commended his forbear- 
ance under his circumſtances ; for, if be 
aſſumed a right of maſterſhip before the 
ſtipulated time, that noble fortune of 
his devolved to his brute of an uncle.— 
“And, inftead of fourteen months, 
ſaid another, « ] would ſuffer fourteen 
« years ſlavery rather than that hunks 


9 . u a farthing of it, he has 


„ too 
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cepted, who prudently remained ſilent 
_ auditors to their general and -univerſal 


and each returned to their reſpe&ive 


great are called in Italy. 


from his behaviour the evening before, 


and both depended firmly on being in- 


535 


« too much already, which fills him 


< with that arrogance and pride, for | 


„ which alone he is remarkable.” In 
ſhort, the whole group condemned and 
ſentenced. Lord Croſslove, and rehear- 
ſed the amiable virtues of Lord Bel- | 
mont, the Marchioneſs and Louiſa ex- 


opinions. The hour for the toilette 
drawing near, the company diſperſed, 


hotel, or palace, as the houſes of the 


Madame de Polignac and Louiſa con- 
verſed during their returning home, en- 
tirely on Lord Belmont's ſubject; but 
neither were ſurpriſed at the ſuppoſed 
ſtep Lord Croſslove had taken, judging 


at Madame de Cagliari's, what would 
have been the enſuing conſequence, 


formed 


re, 
d 


*f ws 1 


| formed the day following by a letter 
| from Lord Belmont himſelf, the true 


reaſon of this tranſaction. 


Arriving at home, the Marquis de 
Polignac was ready to ſtep into his car- 
riage, but had waited the ladies“ return, 
to pay his reſpects to them before he 


went to dine with his friend, as he ſaid, 


His lady ſeeing him look ſo well and 
ſo chearful, ſaid, „I am under infinite 
„obligations to your friend for having 


thus contributed to the remarkable 
« change ſo viſible in your counte- 
„ nance, which gives me infinite des; 
light.“. My dear Marchioneſs,” 
replied he, tenderly kiſſing her hand, 


« it is to the return of my health, ef- 
fected by your affectionate care, and 
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world tan, or ſhall rob my amiable 
phy ſician 


to Mifs Rivers' attention to amuſe 
me during my indiſpofition, that 
* the chearfulneſs in my aſpect is en- 
tirely owing. Not one friend in the ; 


* 
4 on „ — * 2 
* aw" 
5 * 
0 p 
Fl 


F 


'4 


; 2 N 1 2 
— —ͤ— e 


* — 
- 


— 
* 


— —— — rn wn, aids 
— — 
1 . 


A 


n 
— 2 — 


ſ 216 J 
cc yſis of the merit or praiſes you 


% both ſo richly deſerve.” The ladies 
bowed thanks, and the Marquis having 


embraced his lady, ſaid on leaving the 


room, I'll Ne 8 to ſup with you 


„this evening.” | 
After dinner, when the ladies were 


entertaining each other with muſic and 
ſinging, the groom of the chamber 
preſented Miſs Rivers with a note, for 
it could not be called a letter from its 


fize; its outſide was much ſoiled, which 
was accounted for by its having been 
in the pocket of the poſtillion who de- 
livered it, and had withdrawn immedi- 
ately. 

On looking at the ſuperſeription, as 
if to reconnoitre the hand writing, found 
it was addreſſed with pencil inſtead of 


ink: and aſked the groom whether the 


bearer was not an object of charity. 
8 ] _ think ſo, Madam,” {aid he; 
he 


cx 


& 


12 1] 
he looked tmiſerably;; poor, ſpoke 
French, and weat away immediately. 


On the groom's leaving the apartment, 


Louiſa opened the note, and to her 
great amazement, read the following 
words written diſtinctly in pencil 
Compelled by my too cruel uncle 


(without any previous notice till the 
inſtant the chaiſe arrived) to accom- 


pany: bim; but I Knom not where; 


deprived of pen, ink, and paper, 


continually watched by him, I am 


ordered to conſider you as my future 


_ aunt: Heaven, and your goodneſs, 


avert the dreadful thought. May I 
hope, Madam, the favourable opi- 
nion Madame de Polignac kindly 
imparted your having conceived of 
me, may continue towards an unfor- 


tunate being, whole bappineſs lies in 
your breaſt, and who muſt be miſer- 
able, ever de till aſſured he 


Vor- d l- cs e i 


— 


& | 


r 
„ will in a few months time be bleſ- 
% {ed with your hand and call you his? 
I write this in a garden at Bolog- 
* na, accompanied by my uncle, who 
«© reduces me to the miſerable reſourte 
e of deceit, by pretending I mark the 
** names of plants; I hope the poſtil- 
„ lion may be truſted. My reſpects 
< attend the Marchioneſs; need I entreat 
«© her influence? No, I am ſure of her 
„ beyignity. Ob, Mademoiſelle, 1 
„ dread, I fear, but why? your an- 
* gel looks cannot deceive ; and dare 
„utter, when J flatter myſelf I was 
«not entirely indifferent to you when 
I laſt had the honour of kiſſing your 
hand? tranſporting thought! But 
$6 ob, my Argus approaches. | 
uke ab Mogan yours, 
ERS #1920 „ BELMONT.” 
«© He! has let me unſuſpected; but 
cannot learn the place of my deſtiny. 


Dereſtable _ torturing exile.” 
| Louiſa 
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Louiſa, after having peruſed this 
lamentable note, delivered it to the 


Marchioneſs with eyes filled with tears; ; 
for certain it was, Lord Belmont had 
made a great impreſſion on her mind, 
which ſhe did not ſcruple to own to 


the Marchioneſs, who, in returning 
her the paper, was equally affected with 
her friend; but, however, conſoled and 


eondoled with her, by drawing the 
proſpeA of his happineſs nigh, when 


he would aſſert his right, and in defi- 
ance of his froward uncle, put an end 


to his own ſufferings, by publicly, and 


in the face of God and man, claiming 


you as his wife. Miſs Rivers had too 
good an underſtanding, and her ſenti- 
ments were too rational to give way to an 


unbecoming permanent melancholy; 
but as her diſpoſition was of the mildeſt 


and moſt delicate kind, feeling pain for the 


miſery or misfortune of every unhappy 
individual, no wonder Lord Belmont's 


1 4 baniſhment 


/ 


. 


biniſhiment, gave her Eren uneaſineſs, as 
man for whom ſhe had an unfeigned 


eſteem, and the firſt who ever had in- 


ſpired her with ſentiments of a more re- 
fined nature than either eſteem or reſ- 


pect could claim. No wonder then, 
that her natural chearfulneſs became 


rather leſs lively ; but, alas, other heavy 
calamities which ſoon befel her and her 
amiable friend, baniſhed for a conſider- 
able time, all acceſs of joy from her 
beart, and made her compleatly miſer- 
able—but of this hereafter. 

The ladies tried in vain to chear their 
Pinie with muſic. The inſtruments 


appeared to be out of tune, and their 


voices refuſed their melody. A walk 


in the garden was then propoſed, but 
not with any better effect. Reading 


was ſtill leſs agreeable, and they found 


at laſt, that chatting with each other 


about various ſubjects proved the moſt 


e i 
--— My 


„ 
As Mr. de Polignac had partly pro- 
miſed to ſup with the ladies, the Mar- 
ehioneſs had given orders to retard that 
meal an hour, unwilling her huſband 
(if detained) ſhould come in towards 
the latter part of it; but the time being 
confiderably elapſed, the ſat down with 
Miſs Rivers, who, as well as herſelf, 
was rather more ſprightly. They talked 
of Lord Belmont, drank to his health, 
and formed plans, ſchemes, and pro- 
jects, which, although they never in- 4 
tended to execute, it furniſhed them - 
| 
} 
ö 


with mirth aud lively converfation. As 

neither were inelined to retire to reſt, 

they reſolved to fit up and wait the re- 

turn of the Marquis, whom they 
thought would be much flattered by this 

mark of attention. And bere we ſhall 3 

leave theſe amiable friends enjoying for 
a while the pleaſures of innocent ſallies, 
and take a view of this unhappy man. 


f aa 3 

I have already obſerved be went to 
dine with what he had thought a friend, 
but in fa& he praved a fiend: for 
though his outward-appearance beſpoke 


him a man of rank and fortune, to 


which the title of Count added a grea- 


ter luſter, yet in reality, he was a moſt 


notorious ſharper, whoſe grandeur and 


magniſicence bad no other ſupport than 


what the cheating and the fleecing of 
the. unwary procured him — He had, 


| beſides, ſeveral aſſoeiates in iniquity ; 
Who, Like himſelf, appeared to be, and 
were ſtiled, men of ſaſhion; yet were, 


like bim, upheld by gaming and ſeeing 


that all the finefle and arts practiſed by 


theſe peſts of ſociety proved no bar to 


the Marquis“ ſueceſs, they reſolved to 


be leſs cautious, as they knew the ir ad- 
verſary to be 3 wan of honour, WO 


would not ſuſpect them, and in conſe- 


quence of that confidence, made uſe of 
_ palpable deceits a5 ſtripped the un- 
fortunate 
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fortunate Marquis of near all be had 
gained the preceding day. Enraged at 
his ill luck, he watched his companions 
narrowly, greaty ſuſpecting foul play, 
and. was ſoon convinced he did not err, 


ol which he gave thoſe harpies many a 
gentle hint, by objecting playing with 


ſeveral whom he ſecretly had detected, 


in the Which he was indulged, which 


confirmed him the more his opinion 
was right. Fortune now began to wa- 
ver; ſometimes he loſt, ſometimes he 
won; till at laſt, almoſt diſtracted with 


ill luck, and certain he was tricked, he 


loſt at one ſtake the whole of what he 


had brought thither, which amounted 


to near fix thouſand: pounds. Enraged 
to madneſs, he accuſed his deteſtable 


eanqueror of falſe: play 7 who, m en- 
dea vouring to exculpate himſelf; moved. 
his hand and arm with too ſwift a mo- 
tion, Which occaſioned three cards, 
which he had ſeparated fram the pack, 
nat 1 
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to lecürè his victory againſt the Mar- 
quis; who, without that ſecretion, 
would infallibly have been the winner, 
to drop out of his boſom, and ſtood at 
once convicted of falſehood and theft. 
A Fe Marquis, almoſt choaked with 
paſſion” at finding himſelf duped, in- 
ſtantly ſeized the impoſtor by the throat, 
in order to cane him unmercifully, 
when at the inſtant, ſeveral ſwords 
were drawn, ande nothing but confuſion 
and incoherent noiſe was heard ; till at 
laſt the confidants of the atrocious de- 
ceiver inſiſted upon ſingle combat be- 
tween the Marquis and his adverſary, 
for whoſe honour, they all were vindi- 
cators, e Ponder i the n 
proof to the contrary. Mob! 
Phe honeſt part of thi pwnd 
their utmoſt efforts to difluade the Mar- 
quis not to engage with ſuch villains, 
as they now had manifeſtly proved 
 themſelves4o be: but that unfortunate 
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man, liftening to Ac reaſon nor 


bler, and dragging him from the reſt; | 
bid him draw and confeſs himſelf a vil- 


of his crew, for guilt had made him 


fear, and although the Marquis“ friends 


had inſiſted but one of each party 
ſhould be witneſſes of the duel; yet 
notwithſtanding the villainz true to bis 
hopes; was aſſiſted by his aſcociates, . 
which - emboldened him to draw like- 


eternal deſtruction with all the load of 
guilt on their heads, when the aban- 
doned wretches ſceing their leader un 

able to ſupport the fight, daſterdly and 
inhumanly ſtabbed the Marquis on eve- 

ry fide, who fell weltring in bis blood. 
The -noiſe; the claſhing of ſwords, ; 

the imprecations of the murderers who 
inſtantly fled, after having ſecured their 
ob CITE Ws: 


advice, but collaring. the atrocious gam! | 


lain before he breathed his laſt. The 
other, ſure of being ſeconded by ſome 


wiſe, . and both preparing to ruſh into 


ill-gotten gain, part {of t which had been 
left npon the gaming table, and the 
alarm which both the real and ſuppoſed 
friends of the Marquis made on ſeeing 
the precipitate flight of the aſſaſſins, 
whom they in vain attempted to detain, 
through want of ſufficient hands to aſ- 
- fiſt them, ſoon brought a number of 


people into the inner court where the 


ſcene. of ſlaughter had been, as likewiſe 


ſeveral ſervants who had waited their 


madſters' orders in the outer court; 


among whom were the miſerable Mar- 


quis“ own domeſtics; who, ſeeing their 
worthy maſter to all appearance dead, 
ſhewed all the tokens of unfeigned ſor- 
row and affliction. They engaged all 
the ſpectators to affiſt them, and by the 
help of the. light of their flambeaux 
bound vp the wounds where liſe ſeemed 
to iſſue from with precipitation, whillt 


bins ran for a INE and others for 
a lite 


ft 


a litter to convey men, vie ee 


bis palace. 
In this fituation be was — 


hee about one o' clock in the morn- 
ing, without any figns of life; and at 
the ſame time when the amiable Mar- 
chioneſs and Miſs Rivers were chatting: 
together and waited his return — but 
being alarmed by an uncommon. and 
confufed noiſe which proceeded: from 
the inner court, they. both ran into the 
veſtibule, the windows: of which look-. 


ed that way, they ſoon beheld the dif- 


treſſing ſcene — the Marquis ſtretched. 


on a litter, pale as _— and covered 
with blood. 

Madame de Polignac gave a ka 
ſcream: and dropped ſenſeleſs on the 


floor; Louiſa being almoſt in a ſimilar 
| fituation, yet her love for her friend - 


animating her ſtrength and courage, 
flew to her aſſiſtance, but in Vain— 


n no ſmelling bottle of any kind 


L. 6 about | 


— 


— 
about her, and not daring to leave her, 
kept chafing her temples with one hand, 
whilſt with the other ſhe tried to open 
the fingers which were cloſed in the 
hand, watering them and the lovely 
death-ſtruck face wick tears; but all 


proved fruitleſs. ws S062 
5 Her ſcreams nach cries a at 
1 laſt aſſiſtance; and a well - looking 
= young gentleman entering, ſaid, The 


© cries of. diftrefs have brought me hi- 
$64 ther — Wherein, Madam, can I be 
% of ſervice to you? ſtarting at the 
ſame time at her uncommon beauty, 
and at the object of her affliction.— 
1 «© Whoever you are, Sir,” ſaid Louiſa, 
if * 4 be my guardian angel, and afſiſt me 
g : to convey this bleſſed ſaint to her 
8 enn or call her women to 

„ belp me.“ —** The lady lives and 

4 breathes,” ſaid Mr. Meanwell, (that 

being the young man's name) * and do 

4 « not, my dear lady, be too much 
= W d | 3 _-* alarmed; 


- 7 aw 3-- 


of ſalts and hartſhorn, and having ap- 


plied it properly, ſoon recalled the wan- 


dering ſpirits of the afflicted mourner: 
who looking about her, and ſeeing her 
faithful Louiſa on the one fide of her, 
and a ſtranger on the other, both em- 


ployed in relieving her, thanked them 


both, and inquiring for her deceaſed 
lord, entreating to be conducted to 
him. The Marquis is not dead, 
„ Madam, replied Mr. Mean well, 
+ and, I hope, is in no danger —loſs 
% of blood made him faint, but he 
% hath er his eyes, and hath ſpo- 
„ken.“ „ Blefled be the tongue that 
5, utters Auch cobſoling tidings, ſaid 
the Marchioneſs: „pray, Sir, lead me 


to him, and let my eyes be a witneſs 
„ to my new born happineſs.” — — If 


my * take the liberty to adviſe 
10 - „ you, 


* alarmed; ſhe is in a ſwoon, out of 
„ which ſhe will ſoon awake.“ And 
| taking out of his pocket a ſmall bottle 


4 
0 
I 
1 
0 2 
1 ; : 2 
* 3 
* 3 : 
— —᷑̃ͥ —— ot — ww a. — an. Sn — — — % — »W 
- > 1 
— eo > _ Ot NEST r 
Fr — EIT PN -- OE "ESD W 
= pſy” 2 oY 8 n 2 5 
2 GAS = ——— 
. N . — Bu, = 


* 
: 
"1% 
i Fs 
3 
7 1 


2 3 3 — 
; ; N ' 1 * how, * 2 . 


— 
82 
D 


- 
% 
7 
1 
* 7 
: ; 
* 
, 
{ # 
, = 
* | 
- * is 
1 
* 7 
1 
- 
ty 
* 
„ 2 
8 
| 


[ 230 } 


„ you, Madam,“ ſaid Mr. Meanwell; 


you had better defer your viſiting 


„ the Marquis till to-morrow; the 
+. ſight of you in his debilitated ſtate 


% would prove prejudicialt o bim; as he 


„i to be kept 8 very quiet, it ann 


4 only diſtreſs | him the more. 

Diſtreſs him!” replied the Marchio. 
neſs 8, it would diſtradt him you are 
1 right, Sir; J muſt not fee him to- 
night — Heaven grant me: patience 
till to-morrow I hope.“ Would 
„not you rather go into your on 


apartment, Madam? ſaid Louiſa, 
_ whole arms ſupported her friend's head 
as they were fitting on the ground. 


$I will, my dear,” replied ſne, and. 
4 this gentleman ſhall go with us—he 
% looks like a friend, and in our diſ- 
44 treſs a. friend. is comfort. 

Mr. Meanwell then aſſiſted the Wes 


in riſing; and having reſpectfully pre- 
ſented bis arm to the Marchioneſs, who 
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on the other fide leaned upon Lovjfe, 


and at length brought her into her 
drefſing-room, where, ſeated on the ſo- 


pha, ſhe begged Miſs Rivers to call her 
women, who inftantly appeared; but 
could give their lady no other infor- 
mation about the Marquis, than that 
he lived, She then ordered a ſervant 
to inquire, and to defire the ſurgeon 
ta come up to her as ſoon as poſſible. 
Her maid ſoon returned, and informed 
her, her Lord was got in bed, and that 
the ſurgeon would wait on her in a fe 
minutes, Then, turning to Mr. Mean- 
well, Pray, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, will you 
+ inform me how this dreadful acei- 


dent has happened?“ A far as L 
„ am able I will, Madam,” anſwered 


he: + bat I much fear it cannot add 
to your ſatis faction. It cannot be 


« worſe,“ ſaid the Macao e than 


= 


what I am already acquainted with : 


* 


hd 


my dear Lord is in a dying ſtate: 
Can 
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Can avght elſe but his death ſurpaſs 
_« that” heart-breaking idea? Scruple 


not then, I beg, to acquaint me 
*' with every circumſtance: within your 


a knowledge. My ideas are bewilder- 
ed, and my afflictions are augment- 
ed by endeavouring to find out the | 


e cauſe of this calamity.” 


Mr. Meanwell then informed her, 
that being but lately arrived in Florence, 
he lodged with Mr. Pharmace, the ſur- 
geon then in the houſe; and having 
ſupped together, were preparing to re- 
tire, when they were prevented by a 
violent rapping at the door, accompa- 
nied by ſeveral voices entreating Mr. 
Pharmace to follow them immediately. 
to the palace of the Count Birbanti, to 

affifl a wounded gentleman; ; with which 


he immediately complied. That he him- 


ſelf went with him, in caſe he could be 
of any ſervice. ' That they found the 


Marquis wounded, and in a ſwoon. 
. 


That 


. 88 
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th 
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That is "TIE gave him all poſſible 
aſſiſtance and endeavou red to get him 
into the palace, where he could more 
conveniently. both examine and dreſs his 


wounds. That the report was, the 
Marquis had dined and ſpent the even- 
ing at Count Birbanti's, who, though 
he paſſed for a nobleman, was ſtrongly 
ſuſpected to be a notorious ſharper, 


who kept a gambling houſe; and which 


was now confirmed by his being fled. 
That ſome of the ſervants ſuppoſed a 
quarrel at play had occaſioned: the duel ; 


which: he [truſted would not however 
prove fatal to the Marquis. That he 


had accompanied Mr. Pharmace into te 


hotel, where he waited in the anticham- 


ber, in hopes of hearing a favourable 
aceount of the Marquis, till the diſ- 
treſsful; cries of the lady procured him 


the honour of een IR _— 
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« My ſincere thanks, and thoſe of 
* my friend | here, | are your recom. 
* pence, Sir,“ ſaid the Marchioneſs. 


; * But oh, my Louiſa! my dear Lord 
never played but to amuſe himſelf, 


%% and like a gentleman. And is this 


that Count Birbanti, that ſuppoſed 
friend I held myſelf fo much obliged 


to for the freſtoration of my Lord's 
health? Deluded, miſerable woman!“ 
Don't deſpair, Madam,” ſaid Louiſa; 


. 


„be comforted; the Marquis, 1 hope, 
js in no danger: this gentleman ſup- 


% poſes he will do very well; and the 


* furgeon 1 hope will confirm the hap- 
% py [ſuppofition.”: | The Marchioneſs 


ſighed, and remained ſi ent; then de- 


fired Miſs Rivers to ſend an expreſs off 


to her brother, Mr. de Bonfoi, who was 


then at Bologba, in his way to Fla- 
rence, eee his immediate ap- 
f Pearanbe there; which was inſtantly 
put in execution. The ſurgeon then 


having 


— 


[ 235 J 


| having demanded permiſſion to ſee the 


Marchioneſs, was immediately admitted, 
From his looks the unfortunate lady 
preſaged no conſolatory hope. In reality 
there were no hopes left. The Mar- 
quis being mortally wounded, he en- 


deavoured to ſoften the melancholy tid- 


ings as much as poſſible, entreating her 


not to viſit, her Lord, but begged her 
to retire to reſt, and endeavour to ob- 


tain a little ſleep, which would enable 
her the following morning to appear 
more compoſed before the Marquis. 

To this laſt requeſt of the ſurgeon ſhe 
could not conſent, although ſhe. granted 
the former; and in her turn defired 
him to remain all night in her Lord's 


chamber, together with the phyſician. 


And ſhe begged Mr. Meanwell would 


keep her and Miſs Rivers company; to 


which he readily aſſented, having pre- 
viouſly requeſted Mr. Pharmace -would 
nd 0 inform his ſiſter of it, leſt ſhe 


ſhould | 
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to divert Madame de Polignac's 1deas. 


having expreſſed a deſire to know who 
he was, and of what country, as his: 


preferment, he had accepted the pro- 
poſal of a nobleman to accompany him 


teen years of age. That the Counteſs, 


to be of the party, being well acquaint: 


a clergyman, and likewiſe of the ſame 
name of Meanwell, to accompany her 


5 . 36 J. 
ſhould be uneaſy at his abſence. The 
night proved long and diſmal, though 


it was then near three o' clock. 
Mr. Meanwell did all in his power 


from the unhappy accident and ſhe 


accent beſpoke him a foreigner ; he ac- 
quainted her he was an Engliſhman, a 
clergyman, and the fon of a clergyman 
in London. Fhat having as yet no 


and his fimily into Italy, as preceptor 

to 'one of his ſons; then about ſeven- | 
who, with her two daughters, intended 
ed with his family, requeſted his ſiſter, 


who was the widow of a near relation, 


during 


E * JF 
during their excurſion, as a companion 
to herſelf, and (as ſhe expreſſed it) to 
keep the girls within bounds, As my 
ſiſter, continued Mr. Meanwell, had no 
children living, ſhe readily agreed to 
go, having a ſtrong deſire to ſee Italy. 
That they had been ſcarcely three weeks 
from home, when his ſiſter and himſelf 


found it impoſfible to proceed any far- 


ther, with them, from the. continual 
broils and quarrels among themſelves ; 


the ſons and daughters having been 
ſpoiled by a miſtaken indulgence, and 


were more apt to aſſume authority than 


theic parents themſelves, who, on their 
ſide, were never of the ſame opinion. 
That the contempt and even inſolence 


with which at times the young people 


would treat him and his fiſter, when 5 


they remonſtrated to them upon the 


impropriety of their conduct, was be- 


yond bearing; nor was there a poſſibi- 


lity of any redreſs for whenever either 
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Ihe ladies thanked Mr. Meanwell 
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of them lodged a complaint againſt 


any of the young genlemen or lad'es, 


the parents, in oppoſition to each other, 
would alternately ſcreen the accuſed 
party. That when at Leghorn, he 


found out that a very improper con- 


neQion was forming between the heir | 
of the family and ſome abandoned 
wretches; and warning him againſt it - 


to no purpoſe, he was determined to 
quit them, after informing the Earl of 


the alarming ſituation of his ſon. That 


his ſiſter had an inclination to ſee Flo- 
rence, and heartily tired of the noble 
family, had accompanied him thither, 


where they intended to paſs a month, 


and then return to their native coun- 


for his narration; and the Marchioneſs, 
fighing, ſaid, It hath been my dear 
« Lord's fate to fall into the hands of 
« ſueh wretches as you endeavoured 

„„ 66 to 
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to redeem your pupil from. Un- 
„thinking and imprudent parents! — 
4% You, Sir, have fullfill'd your duty.“ 
The morning being now pretty far 
advanced, the ſurgeon came to ac- 
quaint Madame de Polignac, that the 
Marquis had that moment inquired af- 
ter her; and underſtanding ſhe had 
been up all night, begged, for his ſake; 
the would go to bed, as his fear of her 
injuring her own health added greatly 
to the miſery of his not being able to 
fee her. I will obey him this in- 
« ſtant,” replied ſhe; «+ and oh that 
<< fleep would befriend me! but that 
fear. Come, my Loviſa, let one 
„bed hold us both. You, Sir,” ſaid 
the to Mr. Meanwell, 4+ ftand in need 
of reſt too. But let me ſee e in 
<« the morning.” 77 
The unfortunate Marquis, ſenfible he 


| could not recover, expreſſed a defire to 
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and being informed an expreſs had been 
ſent off for chat purpoſe, he ſeemed 
much more eaſy: and the inſtant he 
arrived he was, by the Marquis's or- 
ders, conducted to the bed-ſide, and 
was by him informed of the deplorable 
ſituation he was in, with regard to his 
worldly affairs, and the deſtructive 
practice which had occaſioned it. He 
likewiſe gave him an account of the 
duel, which would put an end to bis 
life; but begged no vengeance might 
be taken of the murderers, but to leave 
them to the divine wrath and their 
own conſcience. That he himſelf was 
the moſt to blame in purſuing the de- 
teſtable vice of gaming, and even with 
thoſe he ſuſpected of fraud. That in 
his bureau he would find a journal, 
wherein he had put down every tranſ. 
action, with regard to his creditors 
who held his eſtate - and begged be 
would be his executor, and take care 
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A e e wife, who 
now muſt be a beggar. i | 
As he was exceedingly 5 ht 
perfectly in his ſenſes, he was near half 
an hour in making the above confeſ- 
ſion to his brother-in-law, who pro- 
miſed to fulfil every thing he deſired. 
After ſome pauſe the dying man cried 
out, Do ſomething for Miſs Rivers, 
*« for her own, and for my dear wife's E, 
% ſake.” And then defired a clergy- 
man to pray by him; after which he 
aſked to ſee the Marchioneſs and her 
friend. — Thoſe truly diſtreſſed ladies 
had not cloſed an eye, though they had 
been near three hours on the bed. Ma- 
dame de Polignac, knowing of her 
brother's arrival, had rifen to receive 
him; but being informed he was with 
her Lord, patiently waited his coming 
to her; and he himſelf came to ac- 
Q quaint her the Marquis wiſhed to ſee 
| ther. She roſe inſtantly, followed by 
Vol. II. M Louiſa, 
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Louiſa; and having ſilently entered 
the room, and approached the bed ſide, 
ſhe beheld her dying huſband, in an 
_ infinitely worſe ſituation than even her 
moſt diſtreſſed imagination had painted 


him to her. The Marquis looked at 


her, and, with what ſtrength he had 
left, took her hand, and preſſing it to 
his lips, faid, with a broken voice, 


Of Heaven, and you, fair excellence, | 


* aſk forgiveneſs. Can you em- 
4 brace a deluded man who has ruined 
5 you ?”—<& Forgive you what? My 


lord, my love, my dying huſband!“ 


eich the, falling on bis neck and kiſſing 
his dying lips. You ever have been 
4: my heart's wiſh, my bliſs here on 


| earth.” — Then 1 die contented,” 
faid he. Farewel, thou pattern of 


es all virtues, thou moſt- amiable of 
6 wives? and inſtantly expired. 


The diſconſolate- Marehioneſs, find- 


. was 178 _ in a 
H,, 72 ſwoon 


*g 
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| ſwoon upon the lifeleſs body, from 


whence ſhe was carried up and laid in 
her bed, where all imaginable care was 
taken to recover lier; but to no effect, 
thongh ſhe breathed. Full two hours 
did ſhe remain in this deplorable tate, 
attended by the almoſt lifeleſs Louiſa, 
her brother, the phyſician and ſurgeon. 


She awaked at laſt out of this death- like 


lethargy; but oh, ye powers! what a 
heart-rending ſpectacle did ſhe preſent 


to her friends who ſtood mourning by 


ber bed ſide; her eye balls rolled in her 
head, ſhe bit her lips, wrung her hands, 
her ſenſes were loſt, her reaſon gone, 
and ſhe was raving mad. But here let 
me draw a curtain over this too afflic- 


ting ſcene. Suffice it to ſay, that for 


four and twenty hours ſhe had not the 
leaſt interval of reaſon, till a quarter of 
an hour before her death; her lips ſeem- 
ed to move as if ſhe prayed ;. then look- 
ing round her with a placid and ſerene 

Mz countenance, 
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countenance, faid to her ſaithful Low 
iſa, who had never left her, * My dear, 
the cup is full, and all is over with 
% me. I go to meet my dear Lord. 
Be good, be bappy—Fly this per- 
4 nicious ſpot, and go to England. 
« One more embrace, my deareſt friend, 
1 and farewell for ever.” Then call- 
ing her brother to her, who wes drown- 
ed in tears, ſhe ſaid to him, „Toe 
you 1 recommend this deareſt child; 


33 


4 be a friend, be a father to her, and 24 
„ Heaven's bleſſing will guide you 
4% both. Once more farewell.” And I 
immediately cloſed her eyes for ever. a 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe the agonies c 

of the deeply diſtreſſed Louiſa at thi, d 
mournful cataſtrophe. of her revered R 
friend; ſhe hung over the lifeleſs body, 0 
and kiſſed thoſe pale, clay- cold lips, as m 
if ſhe meant to recall that ſpirit back of 
Vhhich but fo lately had left its manſion: fo 
nor did any of the ſpectators dare to y 
interru Is | wl 


: 
| 
: 
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interrupt her in thoſe laſt offices of un- 


feigned love and heart-felt friendſhip. 


All reſpected her grief, and were ſuffo- 
cated with tears, while her ſorrow, 


ſilent and majeſtic, pierced the heart of 
every one. No tear dropped from her 


eyes; thoſe fountains, adminiſtrators _ 


of relief, were ſtopped. No figh was 
heard to eſcape her. Her countenance 
was fixed upon her amiable deceaſed 


friend, where the would have gazed till 


her heart ſtrings had been broken, had 
not the phyſician been alarmed, fearing + 
an alienation of reaſon, though in a more 


compoſed appearance, and entreated Mr, 


de Bonfoy to endeavour to have Miſs 


Rivers removed from that afflicting, 


oppreſſive ſight. Mr. de Bonfoy, in the 
moſt mild and ſoothing accents, begged 
of her to leave this ſcene of miſery, and 
follow him into her own apartment. 
The ph yſician, ſurgeon, and the women 
who had attended, all joined in bis en- 
Me |} treaties, 
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treaties, and prevailed with her; but 
before ſhe gave her hand to Mr. Bonfoy, 
who had preſented his, ſhe begged, in 
the moſt plaintive and gentle terms, 
io be permitted to ſee her deceaſed friend 
every day, till the time ſhe ſhould bz 
depoſited in the ſame grave with the un- 
fortunate Marquis, which was granted 
her. She then followed the gentlemen, 
and at their requeſt, when in her own 
room, took ſome chicken broth which 
had been prepared for her, and ſhewed 
in all her actions perfect ſenſe and a 
ſound underſtanding. 
Mr. Meanwell, who had been every 
day at the Palace, but had not been ad- 
mitted, as may well be ſuppoſed, not 
thinking Miſs Rivers was in the apart- 
ment, begged to ſpeak with Mr. Phar- 
mace, but on ſeeing her, was for with- 
drawing, when ſhe politely bid him 
come in, and ſhaking her head, 1aid, 


66 Ab, Mr. Meanwell, -098 once glad- 
« dened 
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« dened my heart by the revival of my 
« friend z would to Heaven that could 
„ be the caſe now.“ Mr. Meanwell 
bowed, but made no reply; and Mr. de 
Bonfoy coming up to him, ſaid, “1 
«* think, Sir, your ſiſter would be of 
infinite ſervice to that young lady, was 
ſhe here; and turning to Louiſa, added, 
I knew both her and this lady when 
% at Bologna, and am certain you will 
% find her a true friend, to condole 
« with you and ſooth your melancholy. 
«+ You want a female companion, and 
“ none ſo proper as Mrs. Meanwell.” 
At the word friend, Louiſa ſighed: bit- 
terly, and ſaid, The wretched have 
© no friend an any one be more com- 
„ pleatly wretched than I am at this 
© preſent time? Why ſhould I diſturb 
and embitter the peaceful hours: of 
„Mrs. Meanwell, by the repetition 
of my ſorrows?” Mr. Meanwell 
then aflured her that his ſiſter. would be 

MS. happy 
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happy if ſhe could in avy way alleviate 
Ber ſufferinge, that the had an heart 
formed for tendernefs, and had, in 
all ſimilar caſes, ever exerted her ut- 
moſt power to affuage and comfort the 
afflicted, and frequently with ſucceſs. 
Louiſa then conſented ſhe ſhould be 
ſent for, and found her in a very few 
days in reality ſuch as the gentlemen 
had repreſented her, a truly virtnous 
and ſincere affectionate companion. As 
it is much more: eaſy to conceive tlie 
heart-felt grief of Miſs Rivers, than my 
pen is able to deſeribe, ſuffice it to ſay, 
that after proper reſt and nouriſhment, 
her health was pretty well reeftabliſhed. 
Her profound melancholy . time 
to be removed. | 
Mr. de Bonfoy n taken care to 
; — the unfortunate deceaſed couple 
to be laid in one grave; and, according 
to the Marquis“ requeſt, made no en- 
__ about the murderers, he then 
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looked into the Marquis affairs, which 

he fonnd in a moſt deſperate ſituation, 


the ſettling of which required his pre- 
fence in Parks.) ; and having adjuſted all 


things in Florence relating to the de- 


ceaſed, nothing remained but the fixing 
of Miſs Rivers wherever her inclinations 
thould lead her. 

During thoſe tranſactions, Miſs Ri. 
vers and Mrs. Meanwell had contracted 


a ſtrict friendſhip with each other; the 
ſimilarity in their diſpoſitions, love of 
virtue, fincerity, and goodneſs of heart 
rendered them in a manner inſeparable; 
"what added more to this tye of friendſhip 
.was, Louiſa having underſtood from 
| both Mr. and Mrs. Meanwell, that 
Earl Rivers and his family were the 
noble perſonages they had accompanied 
into Italy. This occaſioned her to dif- 


cover to them who ſhe was, as likewife 
to give them a more particular account 
relating to herſelf, and in what manner 

N | "ihe 
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the had been educated, and earneſtly to 
ſolicit Mrs. Meanwell to ſay what plan 
ſhe ought to purſue, The lady no ſooner 


under ſtood that the was Captain Rivers' 
daughter (whom ſhe had known when 


1n London) than ſhe embraced her, and 
_ weeping over her with a motherly af- 
fection, ſaid, „if you will honour my 
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humble roof with your company, 


My mother hath long ſince been 


dead, and ſince I loſt my poor huſ- 
band, I live retired with my father; 


66. 


where, although we live not in the 


manner and ſtile you have been ac- 


cuſtomed to, yet peace and content- 


ment are our companions ; ſome- 
thing more than the bare neceſſaries 


of life makes us comfortable: a few, 
but ſelect friends, form our ſociety; 
„ we 


my houſe, and all that is in it, ſhall } 
be at your ſervice. My father, my 
brother, and myſelf, with proper ſer- 
* vants, compoſe my whole family. 


| 1 ] 
« we viſit, and receive viſits, when 
« we pleaſe, and alternately enjoy 
&« ſolitude, and our hours glide away 


undiſturbed by difcord, and unruffled, 


* 


* 


66 by ambition. . Miſs Rivers thanked 
her with an 1 ſincerity; but 


being as yet undetermined with regard 


to her future way of living, ſhe neither 


accepted or declined the gracious offer. 
Mr. Meanwell was aſtoniſhed beyond 


meaſure, on finding the lady he ſo much 
admired was a native of Great Britain, 
and niece to Earl Rivers. This laſt 


circumſtance however, gave him pain, 
as he had conceived a very ſtrong affec- 


tion for Louiſa, (and, alas, who could 


ſee and not love her?) and although he 
had never dared to flatter himſelf with 


any hopes, till time, and a longer ac- 
quaintance with each other, might 
have encouraged the flattering idea; but 


being now informed. of her birth and 


quality, he grew penſive and melan- 
choly; 


; 
* 


09 7 

choly ; however, he hid his chagrin as: 
much as poſſible from the ladies, and 

8 always endeavoured to be ON, in 

' . order to keep them fo. | 

{ As Mr. de Bonfoy was no "9h 

to Louiſa's family, nor to Mr. Mean- 

well's preceptorſhip to her couſin, the 
converſation frequently became general 


* 5 on that fubject, and Louiſa became 
perfectly acquainted with the diſpoſi- 


tions of all her relations, and faw but 
a melancholy proſpect from the protec-- 
tion ſhe might with Juſtice 221385 from 


| E them. 

=_ - The Earl's youngeſt fon, a hand- 

1 ſome lad, of about fourteen, and at 
Eton ſchool, however differed in every 

WW. reſpect from his parents, brothers, and 

W ſiſters. There was a ſtrong reſem- 

1 blance between Louiſa and him, as 


Mr. and Mrs. Meanwell obſerved ; and 
he was poſlefled, like her, of an excel- 
e Ven 
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lent underſtanding, and every amiable 
Jan, . . 

Although Miſs Rivers had informed 
Mrs. Meanwell of almoſt every tranſ- 
action with regard to herſelf, yet had 
the never touched on the ſubje& of 
Lord Belmont: her timidity not hav- 
ing permitted her to mention his name; 
yet, when alone, often would ſhe aſk 
her heart, where was he now ? and 
what was become of the only man upon 
earth ſhe could confide in? Frequently 
in her ſolitary mournings ſor her de- 
parted friend, would ſhe drop and min- 
gle a tear for. Lord Belmont's 2 
and too often ſhe n 


** That ſecret ſenſe o woe, 
< Which none but friends and lovers know.“ 


Lord Croſslove, however, had re- 
turned the very evening of the morn- 
ing he had left F lorence, with his ne- 
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2 fully determined, now * rival 


was gone, to rene his addreſſes to 
Miſs Rivers the enſuing morning ; and, 


| as he termed it, would beſiege her ſo 


cloſely, that before the month would 
be expired, ſhe ſhould be forced to ſur- 
render, and become his wife. But the 
melancholy cataſtrophe which had hap- 
pened to Mr. and Madame de Polignac, 
put a period, for that time, to his tow- 


Ting hopes: though he had the bruta- 


lity to preſage himſelf good ſucceſs 


from that melancholy event, The 
young Mademoiſelle, as he. called her, 


being now friendleſs, and her ſpark 
gone, would be glad to jump at his of- 


| fer: but being now under the neceſſity 


of ſuppreſſing his viſits for ſome time, 
he ſent regularly every morning to in- 
quire after her health, and received no 
favourable anſwers on that ſubject.— 
Lady Belmont, among ſeveral other 
: | ladies, 
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ladies: was likewiſe remarkably e 
ous in her inquiries. 

Near a month was now relapſed, 
and Louiſa being tolerably recovered, 
Mr. de Bonfoy thought of returning 
to Paris, where his preſence had been 
long requeſted ; but his tenderneſs for 
her did not permit him to leave her 
till her health ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed, 
and her ſpirits ſufficiently fortified to 
enable her to form a plan for her fu- 
ture reſidence. | 
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